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Dear Parents and Carers

December has been a month filled with so many magical and memorable learning experiences for all of 

the children.  Although this term has been very challenging, with your continued support, we have been 

able to maintain some of the Burhill Christmas traditions. For the first time, our children in Nursery, 

Reception and KS1 performed their Christmas shows and activities outside to an audience. Their beautiful 

voices could be heard from a distance, and enjoyed by so many. Our KS2 children enjoyed a special 

Christingle Service at St Peter’s Church in year groups.  The reindeer have been able to visit and Father 

Christmas was able to come and meet the children in person, leaving a little gift for them to enjoy.   We 

have also enjoyed a live pantomime performance at the start of this week. Thank you to James Johnson 

for filming this for children isolating at home.  It has been wonderful to see how much our children have 

enjoyed all of the Christmas celebrations and activities.

We will sadly be saying farewell to some of our valued support staff who will be leaving Burhill at the end 

of this term.  Miss Wolfson is one of our Learning Support Assistants in Falcons class, and will be moving 

on to a new exciting role with a charity supporting the homeless.  Mrs McDonagh will also be leaving to 

spend more time with her family. She has supported many children throughout her time at Burhill, in role 

as lunchtime supervisor and Learning Support Assistant.  We wish them both the very best in the future.  

We are also saying farewell for a little while to Mrs Walden, who currently teaches in reception, and our 

assistant headteacher Mrs McLaughlin. Both teachers are starting maternity leave at the end of this term. 

We wish them the very best with their new arrivals. Mrs Brown will be taking on the role of acting 

assistant headteacher from January.

Thank you for all your support and help this term.  A huge thank you to all of the parent volunteers who 

have supported FoBS this term.  We are so lucky to have a very dedicated and creative FoBS (PTA) 

committee that have given up so much time this term.  They started by supporting with the Christmas 

advent stories, by giving each child a hot chocolate to enjoy at home.  This quickly followed by sourcing a 

Father Christmas to meet all of the children, wrapping gifts for every child and keeping all the staff going 

with a few treats. Also, thank you to Miss Smith and her team of elves for organising Elfridges again this 

year.  The children loved choosing a gift and wrapping it for a loved one at home. 

On behalf of all of the staff at Burhill I just wanted to say a special thank you for all of your kind words, 

support and encouragement over the last few weeks. We wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year.  

Mrs Adams



Year Group News

Nursery

Wow! What a half term we have had in Burhill
Nursery this year! From our fabulous 'open
air' nativity shows to a very special visit from
some of Santa's Reindeer, the children have
well and truly embraced the festive season.

In the classroom our Santa's workshop has
been extremely popular, with our little elves
designing and making toys ready for Santa's
big delivery. We were even able to tell him all
about when he stopped by for a visit recently!

Among the many festive activities, the
children have also enjoyed cookie decorating,
card and craft making as well as an extra
special snowy treat in the forest school! It
really has been a wonderful Christmas at
Burhill this year.

Reception

Reception have embraced their topic 'Seasons and
Celebrations' learning about Hanukkah and the miracle
of oil lasting for 9 days. A highlight was lighting the
candles and as luck would have it, we also celebrated a
birthday. The children buttered the Challah bread and
our birthday girl blew out her candles!

A Christmas Recipe was performed with contributions
from everyone and even some mischievous elves were
added to the mix. The production was a huge success
and even though it was held outside, the children sang
and danced remarkably well despite the cold.

Visiting Elfridges to choose and wrap presents kept us all
busy. Afterwards, meeting Santa ended our Christmas Day at
Burhill with lots of festive cheer!



Year Group News

Year 1
Year 1 have had a great latter half of the autumn term. We

enjoyed our visit from an animal expert who brought animals in

for handling and the children learnt a lot of new facts about

them. We have put our animal learning into practice by writing

lion fact files in English and taking inspiration from artist, Rachel

May, to produce our own ‘big cat’ drawings with fur detail. In

Geography, we have enjoyed learning about the 7 continents

and the 5 oceans, using atlases to find and locate different parts

of the world. To end our term, the children were able to watch a

live pantomime. All children enjoyed this and were extremely

vocal throughout.

The children have worked so hard this half term and we are so

proud of the progress they are all making. We hope you all have

a lovely, restful Christmas break.

Year 2
December has been very busy for Year 2. As part of our ‘Muck, Mess 
and Mixtures’ the children had a fantastic visit ‘Dangerous Dan’ and 
‘Toxic Tim’ from Fizz Pop Science. Everyone enjoyed watching the 
chemical reactions to make slime and were excited when watching 
some of our friends during the hover board experiment. It was a 
fantastic way to end our half termly project.
In English the children spent time watching ‘Excitable Edgar’ and 
rewrote their own endings. The children thought carefully about the 
meaning of Christmas and used this to reflect on what was 
important to them. The children showed great empathy whilst 
thinking about the different characters and were able to explain 
how each character felt and why.
As part of our Design and Technology project the children 
researched (tasted) a range of vegetables before designing, 
preparing and making their own salad. The children were very 
creative with what they wanted to include with many of the children 
inventing their own salads with a mixture of tastes and textures.
The highlight of our December was the children’s performance of 
‘Lights, Camel, Action 2 – The Adapted Sequin’. The children worked 
so hard to learn their adapted lines, dances and songs. They showed 
that they were extremely adaptable and showed great team work to 
perform fantastic shows. Mrs Adams and the year 2 team are so 
very proud of each and every child (including those who worked 
extremely hard in the rehearsals but sadly missed the 
performance). It was a brilliant end to our autumn term.
Thank you all for your on-going support. We wish you a 
wonderful Christmas break.



Year Group News

Year 3
Year 3 have been getting into the 
festive spirit this 
December. We began 
by listening to ‘The 
Christmas Pine’ a story
by Julia Donaldson 
based on the tradition 
behind the Norwegian
Christmas tree in 
Trafalgar Square. We 
enjoyed the delicious
hot chocolate as we 
listened during the 
‘Night before Christmas’ online story 
event. Did you know the tree is 
between 50-60 years old and over 25 
meters tall? 

We have been creating wintery scenes 
in our art lessons. We’ve learnt about 
different sketching pencils, tones and 
tints and used watercolours to create 
these artic scenes. 

Last Thursday, we went to the church 
to take part in our first Christingle 
service. We decorated oranges and 
sang traditional carols as part of the 
service. Come and ask us to explain 
what each part of the Christingle 
represents.

We have had a very festive month in
year 4. Our naughty elves, which have
been keeping our classes under
surveillance, have been keeping us on
our toes with their shenanigans. The
children were surprised by the snow in
the forest school and enjoyed their visit
to Elfridges. The Christingle service was
a lovely way to finish the year.

In English, we completed our work
around "The Wild Robot." Children
might want to read the sequel "The
Wild Robot Escapes." We also wrote
some Christmas poems inspired by "The
Night before Christmas." In maths, we
completed our work on times table and
division. The children should continue
to practise their quick recall of the
times tables.

We hope you all have a very merry
Christmas and a happy new year. Enjoy
the holidays and time with your
families.

Year 4



Year 5 have had a wonderful final 
month of 2021! We have thoroughly 
enjoyed immersing ourselves into our 
'Pharaohs' theme all about the 
Egyptians. We have created some 
incredibly ornate and detailed Neme
masks in art (the mask/headdress that 
rich Egyptians wore.) We also enjoyed a 
fantastic Egyptian themed day.  We all 
dressed up and had drama workshops 
with Michael Shilling where we had to 
act as working Egyptians.

We have really enjoyed finishing reading 
both our books for this term, Cosmic 
and Secrets of a Sun King.

All the Year 5 children have made us 
proud when reviewing their learning 
this month and have shown great 
resilience too.

We hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas break and wish you all a 
Happy New Year. We look forward to 
having you all back at school in 2022!

Year 5

Year Group News

Year 6

The highlight of our December learning 
in Year 6  was a visit from the Home 
Front Bus. The children were able to 
explore a bombed out street, hide in 
an air raid shelter, and to see the inside 
of a family sitting room and a typical 
corner shop.

After visiting the inside of the bus, the 
children were drilled in safety 
measures by ARP Norman, who 
ensured that every child was able to 
put on their gas mask efficiently, and 
could identify enemy planes! 



SPORTING NEWS

At the start of the year, there was a lot of excitement amongst the teachers

and children as sports clubs were able to take place again, after such a long

time of restrictions. These clubs have allowed us to train and prepare

children for the sporting events that started to take place. All children who

have been able to represent the school have been announced in assemblies,

which has encouraged more children to get involved in sports, which is great

to see.

Our football and netball teams have been able to represent the school a few

times this term against other schools. Here are the fixtures that have taken

place.

Ravens, in Year 4, represented Burhill at a Mini Olympics event hosted by

Cleves. We took the whole class as they took it in turns to take part in a

series of relay races that involved different skills from a variety of sports

including hockey, basketball, tennis and rugby. The children’s hard work and

their enthusiasm was rewarded as they came first and returned back to

Burhill with the trophy.

Year 5 

Football

Year 6 

Football

Year 5/6 Girls 

Football

Year 6 Netball

Lost to Ongar 

Place’s Year 6 

team in the cup

Won 4-1 against 

Ashley

Lost 2-1 against 

St Anne’s in the 

cup 

Won 7-1 against 

St Jude’s

Drew 4-4 vs 

Ashley

Quarter finalists 

in the Year 6 

football 

tournament (14 

schools entered)



Christine Philpot
Class Teacher, Swans Class

Staff Spotlight

Since September, I have been working within KS1 and EYFS at Burhill as a 
supply teacher. I loved working in Herons and have enjoyed getting to 
know and teach all the lovely children in Kingfishers, Owls and 
Woodpeckers throughout the autumn term. I am thrilled to have the 
opportunity to continue to work at Burhill as the community here is 
unique and inclusive and the children are provided with amazing learning 
experiences!

I begun teaching in Birmingham teaching in a mixed Year 1 and 2 class. A 
year later I moved to Nottinghamshire where I taught at two large schools over the course of 5 
years teaching Y1, Y2 and mixed Y1/2 classes. I took a small break in teaching to travel and have 
been working as an EYFS/KS1 supply teacher across schools in Surrey since September 2020. 
During this time I have worked at many schools on a day to day basis as well as completing a 
longer term placement at a small school in Chertsey for a term teaching the Year 2 class. Outside 
of work in Nottinghamshire I also volunteered at a charity ‘Rainbow Horses’ for children with ASD 
on Saturdays where we enabled children to explore their interests and passions in a safe 
environment. This was a really enjoyable experience making positive relationships with the 
families and children and getting to see the children thriving and growing. 

I am privileged to be working in Year 2 with Swans class from January and I cannot wait to get to 
know you all. I believe it is important for everyone to feel safe and happy and I ensure I am 
friendly and approachable to all. During my teaching I try to make lessons as engaging and 
creative as possible keeping everybody actively learning (if I can get a dance in, I will). I love 
seeing children immerse themselves in stories and becoming part of a different world as part of 
English and reading sessions and hearing all the curious and inquisitive questions they have about 
the world. I especially enjoy exploring History with children as they always ask the best questions! 
I love that moment when children who “couldn’t do it... yet!” grasp hold of a concept and “can do 
it!”. There is nothing more rewarding and those moments are my favourite to celebrate.

I am always available to contact if you have any questions or concerns. I am happy to have a quick 
discussion on the door or if you would prefer, you can email the Year 2 email address and I will get 
back to you as soon as possible.

Outside of school I like to dance, mainly ballroom and Latin American/salsa and therefore in 
autumn/winter I can be found obsessively watching Strictly Come Dancing (I’m the number 1 fan!) 
I also enjoy going for weekend walks and trips away visiting friends and family. We have recently 
welcomed two cats into our home and love spending time with them in the evenings after work.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I have a campervan “Bluebelle” who I have travelled in with my partner across Europe and around 
Scotland where we climbed Ben Nevis, visited the Isle of Skye and completed the North Coast 500 
route to name just a few highlights (before breaking down).

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
I would tell my primary self to trust yourself and not be scared to have a go (even if you are 

unsure) and asking questions is great, don’t be sacred to ask for help, you will learn lots from it.



School Lunches
Please remember to log-on to your 

Scopay account (www.scopay.com) to 
order your meal choices and/or to 

select that your child will be bringing in 
a packed lunch.  You can select options 

up to 30 days in advance and before 
midnight for the following day.  The list 
is then set for the following day. Please 

click here for a copy of the current 
menu which can also be found on our 

website.

To help us maintain an understanding of case
numbers within school, please can we ask that
parents continue to report positive LFD and PCR
tests on studybugs and by emailing
office@burhill.surrey.sch.uk over the holidays.
This will allow us to ensure that our risk
assessment enables us to keep everyone as safe
as possible for the start of next term.

Ahead of the return to school in January, please
can we encourage all families to conduct a
Lateral Flow Test on Tuesday 4th January 2022.
Please email office@burhill.surrey.sch.uk if the
test returns positive. Tests can be collected from
local collection points or ordered through the
government website. Order coronavirus (COVID-
19) rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)

We are expecting to return to school as
anticipated on Wednesday 5th January. If there
are any announcements made over the holiday
that will impact on our return, we will notify you
as soon as we have had the opportunity to put
plans in place.

 IMPORTANT 
Covid-19 and the return to school



REMINDER TO NURSERY 
PARENTS 


Please note that the deadline 
for primary school applications 

is 15th January 2022. 
Please see the following link for 

further information: 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sc

hools-and-
learning/schools/admissions

http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-Menu-3-Choice-Menu-Autumn-Winter-21-22.pdf?ts=1634123726657
mailto:office@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:office@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions


Please subscribe to our school calendar 
via our website. Please click here for 

further information. 

Fri 17th Dec: End of term 1.30pm
Staggered collection times: 
Reception & Nursery: 1.15 pm
KS1 (Years 1 & 2): 1.20 pm
LKS2 (Years 3 & 4): 1.25 pm
UKS2 (Years 5 & 6): 1.30 pm
If you are unable to collect your child at 
these earlier times, class teachers will 
hold onto your child until 1.30pm.

Tues 4th Jan 
2022

INSET DAY

Wed 5th Jan 
2022

Children return to school

Thurs 27th

Jan 2022
- 6.30pm

Parent Forum: Curriculum 

Implementation 

Mon 14th Feb 
– Fri 18th Feb 
2022

Half Term

Thurs 24th

March 2022

Parent Forum: Personal 
Development and Extra-
Curricular Opportunities

January’s value will be
Optimism 

Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any reason, 
including illness, please report this on 

Studybugs before 9.30am.  This information 
is visible by both the office and class 

teachers.
https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Please use the following email addresses to communicate with your teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

ATTENDANCE
December 2021: 94.4%

Target: 97%
Please ensure your child is in 
their classroom by 8:55am in 

time for registration. Thank you

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Christmas Hampers
We have been overwhelmed this year by the generosity of our 

local charities.  They work tirelessly to support our families, 

and many others, to make Christmas a little easier.

A HUGE thank you to these wonderful 

organisations:

 Smiles2Smiles for such amazing hampers.

 Our fabulous FoBS for their fantastic hampers too.

 Stripy Stork which joined with Walton Charity to give children 

a fabulous gift.

 The Food Bank with lovely food hampers.

 Cardinal Newman for sharing their generosity and giving gifts 

to Burhill children.

 Refresh Church Community Projects who provide Christmas 

lunch from Jesus delivered to our families.

 Kings Church Walton in partnership with Walton Food 

Bank, who provide free fresh veg & fruit market stall for our 

families.



https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836
PTA FoBS Website:

https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PARENT FORUMS: Please join us for the following Parent Forum sessions 
focussing on our school priorities listed above.  Further information will be 

sent before each meeting.

Thursday 27th

January 2022
6.30pm Main Hall Focus: Curriculum Implementation 

Thursday 24th

March 2022
6.30pm Main Hall Focus: Personal Development and 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Thursday 21st April 
2022

9:00am Main Hall Focus: Pupils Wellbeing Strategies –
Home & School

Thursday 7th July 
2022

2:00pm Teams All Priorities Review

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if your child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absences on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to.

Would you have kept your child off school before 
COVID-19?

Yes

Keep your child off 
school

No

Do they have: 

1. A high temperature (this means you feel hot 
to touch on your chest or back).

2. A new, continuous cough (this means 
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours.  If you 
usually have a cough it may be worse than 
usual.

3. A loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste - this means that you have noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything or things 
smell or taste different to normal. 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 
one of these symptoms. 

Yes
Please inform the school 
office, keep your child 
off school and arrange 
for a PCR test to be 
done.  
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Your child should isolate 
until you have the result 
of the PCR test.  If the 
result is negative, and 
they are feeling well, 
they may return to 
school.  Please email the 
result to the school 
office.

No
Children who are otherwise well 
with:
-runny noses
-sore throats without a fever
-mild colds
May go to school as normal

Yes

Speak to their specialist about 
testing criteria if you haven’t 
already seen or spoken to them or 
had a letter in the post telling you 
when to worry

Does your child have an underlying chronic 
medical problem such as cystic fibrosis?

No

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

