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February has been a very quick month! All of the staff have enjoyed seeing the 
children every day, whether that has been on screen or in school. We are really 
impressed by how engaged and motivated they have been to continue with 
their learning. It was wonderful to hear from the teachers that so many of you 
were able to attend our virtual parent consultation meetings before half term. 
We hope that you found these conversations valuable and reassuring. This 
week, it was confirmed that all children will be returning to school from 
Monday 8th March. We are delighted to hear this news and are looking forward 
to welcoming everyone back. There will be more information to follow early 
next week.

Coming up in March is Book Week. We are so passionate about books and 
reading at Burhill and we want to celebrate this week, even though we cannot 
have quite the same experience that we normally would. Mr Routley has sent 
you all a letter about the activities which all children can get involved with. 
Now that we know that we can all return to school on Monday 8th March, we 
have decided to move our World Book Day dressing up day to Friday 12th

March, so that we can all enjoy this together.

Our school site is looking beautifully neat and tidy this half term, thanks to 
some very dedicated Friends of Burhill volunteers who took part in a litter 
picking event last Friday. Not only does our school look amazing, but also 
Hersham Village, as the volunteers extended their tidying skills beyond the 
school grounds! A huge thank you to them for keeping our local environment 
clean and valued.

Finally, I’m sure that there will be some mixed feelings about everyone coming 
back onto the site and into the building when we reopen. Next week, we will 
be sending out a return to school video for all children and parents to watch to 
see all of our faces again and to remind you about staying safe.

Mrs Gemma Adams



Year Group News

Early Years: In the Early Years we loved the
opportunity to play in the snow this
month. Once this had cleared, we held
Chinese New Year races, saying goodbye to
the year of the Rat and welcoming the year
of the Ox. Celebrating this festival, we
refined our fine motor skills transferring
noodles from bowl to bowl with chopsticks
and creating Chinese lanterns to decorate
our classrooms. Learners at home and at
school took great pride in drawing dragons
just like in the story of the Magic
Paintbrush.

Year 1: In Year 1 the children have been studying
'Splendid Skies'. The children have continued their
observation skills to see how the seasons change
which included thinking about how to dress Olaf for
the different seasons! As well as this, the children
made their own anemometers to measure the wind
and completed an experiment to investigate the
water cycle. In English the children are beginning to
learn about the important of rain in our new text
'Lila and the Secret of Rain'. It was wonderful to see
and hear the children's predictions as well as their
understanding of how Lila might have felt and why in
different situations. The children have had great fun
in maths where they have been using pasta and
ribbon to measure height and length and been using
the correct terminology. Some of the children at
home found different objects to order in height and
length! It looks like they had lots of fun doing it! It
has been as great month but very much looking
forward to March and what it may bring.



Year Group News

Year 2: This month, the children both at home and at school have enjoyed exploring 
our new text, ‘The Lonely Beast’. We started by exploring the main character in more 
depth, describing its appearance and personality using our inference skills. We then 
followed the Beast on his journey through different settings. We enjoyed retelling the 
story using expanded noun phrases, appropriate verbs and adverbs to describe and 
conjunctions to expand our ideas. The comic strips were super and packed with the 
fantastic vocabulary we collected throughout the week. In maths, we worked hard on 
our division skills, before moving onto Statistics. The children impressed us so much 
by producing tally charts and pictograms, using different keys. Both at home and at 
school, we’ve continued our design and technology learning by designing, making and 
evaluating a variety of moving pictures. We evaluated the use of mechanisms in 
different books before experimenting with levers and sliders ourselves. The children 
designed their own pictures, considering the audience, and enjoyed sharing these in 
the classroom and via Teams. We saw rockets flying over the moon, Super Mario 
completing an adventure and animals moving in different ways. We can’t wait to see 
what our new topic, ‘Towers, Tunnels and Turrets’ will bring.



Year Group News

Year 3: We have had another month of 
brilliant learning in Year 3. The children 
have managed blended learning well and 
they continue to impress us whether they 
are currently learning at home or at 
school. This month, we have finished our 
text 'The Wolf’s Footprint' and the 
children have written some incredible 
versions of their own story linked to 
turning into a predator of their own 
choosing. The children edited, revised 
and published their writing and the end 
results were super. Continuing with our 
Predators topic, we have investigated and 
compared predators, learned about food 
chains and webs and created some 
beautiful sketches and art work as part of 
our at home and school learning. Finally, 
we have enjoyed learning more about 
how to stay safe online with lessons such 
as: video chatting safely, online gaming 
and online bullying. We will continue 
these after half term as e-safety is of such 
importance, especially in the current 
situation.



Year Group News

Year 4: We have had another creative and hardworking month in Year 4. The children 
have taken to blended learning very well and they continue to shine whether they 
are currently learning at home or at school. This month, we have finished our 
text 'Mouse Bird Snake Wolf' and the children have written some incredible fiction 
stories linked to Little Ben, a character in the text. The children published their 
writing like real authors, with some handwriting and decorating these beautifully and 
some typing them on their computers at home. Continuing with our Creature 
Connection topic, we have investigated lots of underwater creatures as well as 
important historical figures linked to our oceans and seas through art, science, 
history and geography. We have learnt about the layers of the ocean and which 
creatures live in each and how they survive in different environments. Year 4 have 
also used their ICT skills to research why the 1872 Royal Navy ship, HMS Challenger, 
is considered to be so important and how its story has contributed to modern 
oceanography, as well as research who Cornelius Drebbel was and his invention of 
the first submarine in the 1600s. Finally, we have enjoyed learning more about how 
to stay safe online (which has been especially important during this time) using our 
Gooseberry Planet programme.

Year 5: In Year 5 this month we have completed
learning the theme of "Time Travellers" and
started our new topic of "off with her head!" The
children designed some fantastic surrealist
clocks in art and thoroughly enjoyed reading the
graphic novel of "Tom's Midnight Garden“. In
maths we have been working hard on fractions.
We conducted a number of time inspired
experiments.

We are now reading "Treason" in English, which
is set in Tudor England. In history we will be
learning all about Henry VIII and his wives. Once
again, we have been impressed with all of the
hard work completed at home and school by the
children.



Year Group News

Year 6: Year Six’s theme was called Darwin’s Delights. They encountered a wealth of 
scientific , geographical and historical knowledge about the origin of species and 
evolution. Animals and beasts seemed to work their way into every aspect of their 
work!

As well as working extremely hard, some of our lovely Year Six  children took part in 
the Great Burhill Bake Off and were awarded a special 'Burhill Bake Off' wooden 
spoon!

In English the children wrote a 
sports commentary about a 

diving competition – a giraffe’s 
diving competition!

Creative ways were found to work on 
ambitious vocabulary.

In art: more beasts… This time the 
children produced some fabulous 

drawings of bees. Darwin would 
have been impressed.



Jane Rice
Teaching Assistant, Nursery

Staff Spotlight

This month (February), I have celebrated working at Burhill for 
twenty-five years. My first experience of Burhill was as a 
helping mum. Every week I would come into the class and help 
with activities including art (clay and painting), cooking and 
reading stories to the children. Through this, I was offered a job 
in the Nursery class which was the beginning of my working at
Burhill School. During my time I have worked in Reception Class,
Year 1, Year 2, the Breakfast Club, which I set up, and I also 
worked in the office for many years. Before I worked for Burhill 
School I was a PA at Unilever when they had offices in Walton.

Burhill has always had a warm, welcoming feel to it and a real connection to the 
surrounding community. The children are happy and cheerful and that shows when you 
are within the school environment. This is what initially attracted me to the school and 
continues to be the case.

My job is varied and no two days are the same. My job entails welcoming the Nursery 
children into the classroom and helping them to settle and to feel safe. This is done by 
building a caring and nurturing relationship with the children; helping them to 
confidently access all the Nursery areas and resources; challenging them; and teaching 
them how to ask questions and to have their own thoughts and values. My role is to 
help the children build the foundation blocks and life skill they will need to help them 
progress through their journey at Burhill. I also work with small groups to enable turn 
taking and to promote speech and language; this helps children to build friendships and 
to be aware of others needs and wishes. During the day I also do interventions with 
children and observations which go out to the parents termly. 

We operate an ‘open door’ policy, whereby the parents know that they can talk to me 
about  any concerns or worries that they may have. This happens at drop-off or pick-up. 
They also know that they can contact the Nursery through e-mail and that we will do all 
we can to help and support the parents and children. The children are very good at 
telling me their ‘news’, worries and funny things that have happened.

When I’m not working, I love to walk and explore new places; this has been restricted 
this year due to lockdown. I also enjoy yoga, keeping fit (my daughters have me doing 
Joe Wicks daily), cooking, reading, sewing and gardening.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
Something you don’t know about me is that I can Salsa dance. I took a course a few 
years ago with a friend which was great fun and a good way to exercise. Sadly, I’m not 
quite good enough for Strictly Come Dancing - sorry to disappoint!

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
If I could give some advice to my primary-school-aged self, it would be to ask questions, 
challenge yourself, have fun and enjoy it.



Please click here for: Information for Parents 
& Carers: Supporting Children and Young 

People, Wellbeing & Mental Health
***

SUPPORTING THE WELLBEING OF 
YOUR FAMILY DURING LOCKDOWN

The following clip is 30 minutes long and 
contains plenty of practical, realistic and 

useful information for parents about 
supporting their own wellbeing as well as 

that of their children. 

CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO

World Down Syndrome Day 

Every year World Down Syndrome Day is celebrated on 

21st March. As this falls on a Sunday, we would like to 

raise awareness at school on Monday 22nd March

instead! World Down Syndrome Day is a global 

awareness event and we would like as many children as 

possible to wear odd socks on Monday 22nd March. 

Everyone can take part, so wear them at home, nursery, 

school, college, university, work, play, travel, on 

holiday…wherever you are and whatever you’re doing.

Please click on 
the link below 

to read a 
resource pack 

for parents with 
guidance and 

assistance 
regarding

Transition 
Back to School 

following 
Covid-19 

Kids Club 2001 are running an 

Easter Holiday Club from 

Tuesday 6th April to Thursday 

15th. The club is open for 

children aged 3 -11. We will run 

from 8am to 6pm for £35.50 

which includes breakfast and an 

afternoon snack and we also run 

half sessions for £29. We are 

operating from Hersham Youth 

Centre in Arch Road Hersham, 

which has a lovely indoor and 

outdoor space. We pack the day 

with lots of activities such as 

slime making, football, sand and 

water play, knitting, arts and 

craft, table tennis and much 

more! We accept all childcare 

vouchers and are Ofsted 

registered. 

If you are interested please 

email Nina: 

kc01childcare@gmail.com.

../../Website & Cleverbox/Upload to website/Homework & Online Resources/Wellbeing-brief_parents_carers_re-children_July2020.pdf
https://player.vimeo.com/video/507552972?autoplay=1
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parents-Back-to-school-Resource-pack.pdf?ts=1613991381916
mailto:kc01childcare@gmail.com


We will be celebrating World Book Day on FRIDAY 12th MARCH after all 
the children have returned to school! 

The theme for this year’s dress up is: ‘Express Yourself’.

Children are invited to come to school dressed up as their favourite book 
character on this day.

Simply choose a character who inspires you or reflects who you are as 
an individual and dress up as them. We cannot wait to see you dressed 

as your favourite book characters.

Please send photographs of the challenges you have completed 
during Book Week to your class teacher.



Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board

Fastest average speed Falcons

Highest accuracy rate Merlins

Highest number of 
participants

Magpies

A huge well done to all the children 
who have been on their class leader 

board.
Keep up the great work! 

1
Kamisiyochi

Egbunike

Rooks Y4

2

Frankie 

Sestito-

Overton

Doves Y3

3
Stanley Kistner Doves Y3

4
Joshua 

Coulston

Wrens Y3

5
Emily Seaward Rooks Y4

School Priorities 
2020 – 2021

We will be focusing on the 
following priorities throughout 
this academic year:

1. Ensure there is sufficiently 
challenging broad knowledge and 
skills based curriculum provision 
for all pupils and for those 
accessing learning remotely.

2. To accelerate progress and 
strengthen achievement in all 
areas across the school so that 
increasing proportions of children 
are working within age related 
expectations

3. Make sure teachers provide 
specific, timely feedback and 
address misconceptions to enable 
accelerated progress

4. Make sure immediate action is 
taken when gaps in learning are 
identified

5. To strengthen leadership across 
the school at all levels.

6. Continue to make sure the 
learning opportunities provided 
enable children to develop positive 
learning behaviours. 

Our Value for March will be



BURHILL BEES

We are delighted with the newest addition to the apiary area.

Burhill parent and volunteer beekeeper, Nev Coss, was at the

school during the worst of the weather preparing for the arrival

of our new learning cabin. He demolished the old shed, built the

foundations and oversaw the installation of the cabin. The full

length windows in the large cabin means large groups of children

will be able to learn all about bees and beekeeping from a safe

place. Our junior bee suits will still be available for small groups

to have a closer look if they choose. Mr. Coss will be passing on

his knowledge to the children from late Spring (COVID

restrictions depending) when the bees are active again.

THANK YOU Mr. Coss for your dedication to the Burhill Bees.



RED NOSE DAY IS BACK : Friday 19th March

Red Nose Day is back and after a funny old 12 months, we’re more 
than ready for a giggle.

To make sure everyone stays safe, we’ll be following the latest 
Covid-19 guidelines. That means some of our events might look a 
little bit different. But rest assured, we’ve still got lots of laughs in 
store.

Here’s what we’ve got planned for Friday 19th March 2021:

• Children are encouraged to become superheroes for the day. This 
could be a full costume or a superhero mask
• Quizzes 
• Designing red noses
• Sharing jokes
• Dance-athon

This year, we’ve set ourselves a target of £500. However much we 
raise though, it will change lives, both here in the UK and 
worldwide. In fact, £100 could buy ten pairs of warm, winter shoes 
for children living in a refugee camp in Lesvos.

If you would like to make a donation, please go to our JustGiving
page. Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. 
Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to Comic Relief: 
Red Nose Day, so it's the most efficient way to 
give - saving time and cutting costs for the 
charity.

We’ll also be using Red Nose Day as a 
learning opportunity to explore the issues 
facing young people across the world, and 
how the money we raise can help.

We really appreciate your support 
and hope that you’ll have fun helping us 
raise money for Red Nose Day.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/burhill-primary-school?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=burhill-primary-school&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=d52e37ace9704b7582072d9634d11221


Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Surrey's Contact Centre:

0300 470 9100 
(out of hours telephone: 

01483 517898)

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

ATTENDANCE
February 2021: 

No update
Target: 97%

Fri 
12th March 
2021

World Book Day
Children are invited to 
come to school dressed 
as their favourite book 
character

Fri 19th

March 2021

Red Nose Day
- Children are encouraged 
to become superheroes 
for the day. This could be 
a full costume or a 
superhero mask

Mon 22nd

March 2021
Wear odd socks for World 
Down Syndrome Day 

Thurs 1st

April 2021
-1.30pm

Last day of Spring Term

Mon 19th 
April 2021

First day of Summer Term

Mon 3rd May 
2021

Bank Holiday

Monday 31st

May 2021 -
Friday 4th

June 2021

Half Term

Fri 25th June 
& Mon 28th

June 2021
Inset Days

Wed 21st July 
2012
-1.30pm 

Last day of Summer Term

Dates for your diary

mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if your child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absence on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to.


