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Dear Parents and Carers,

This month our children have enjoyed many wonderful learning experiences inside and 
outside of the classrooms. Before half term, we focused on teaching children to keep 
safe online. The theme for Internet Safety this year was all about encouraging children 
to have conversations about any concerns whilst playing games or accessing 
information online. The e-safety workshops for parents were well attended and we 
will continue to share up to date information in our newsletters about keeping children 
safe online.

Thank you to the parents that attended our recent parent forum about healthy eating 
and school dinners. The Twelve 15 staff joined us for the evening, showcasing samples 
of food for the parents to try and talking about the meals provided for our 
children. We will be looking at providing more opportunities for parents to meet with 
the catering staff at Burhill, and gathering feedback on the menus and food provided. 
We are all keen to promote healthy eating, and those that attended the forum would 
like us to remind parents to encourage a healthy option for celebrating birthdays. 
There is more information and suggestions further on in the newsletter, but we are 
keen to work together to encourage giving our children healthy alternatives to sweet 
treats.

Our FoBS continue to work hard to support our school community and will be 
supporting the Love Hersham project in the local community, completing a litter pick of 
school and continuing this down to the River Mole. The school will be open on 
Saturday 11th March between 10am-12 noon. If you can spare a few minutes, we 
would appreciate any help and support. FoBS are still looking for volunteers to help run 
the Summer Fair, so please look out for more information in their newsletter if you are 
interested in being part of this supportive team.

Thank you again for your encouragement and support.

Mrs Gemma Adams

MESSAGE FROM MRS ADAMS

Reminder: The school will be closed to pupils on 
Thursday, 2nd March due to industrial action.  



Year Group News
Nursery

Our new topic for this half term is 

called Traditional Tales and Nursery 

Rhymes. We have kick started our 

topic by reading The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff. The children have been 

enjoying building bridges out of 

different resources: junk modelling 

items, wooden blocks and our large 

PE equipment!

We have also enjoyed learning about 

mixing materials and changing state 

by creating our very own troll slime. 

We needed to read the instructions, 

work out how many scoopfuls of 

ingredients we needed whilst talking 

about the how the ingredients 

changed. We used words like sticky, 

slimy, gooey and gloopy the describe 

the slime. 



Year Group News
Reception

Reception children welcomed their 
families to watch an open phonics 
lesson where the Little Wandle mantras 
were chanted with each phoneme. 
Afterwards, as usual there was lots of 
reinforcement of phonics throughout 
the environment with games and 
activities.

Chinese New Year brought our 
Explorers theme to a close with dragon 
dancing, a tasting station of Chinese 
snacks and a baking session to welcome 
the Year of the Rabbit.



Year Group News
Year 1

Year 1 had been very busy this month. Before half term we have a 

fantastic Fizz Pop Science workshop where we experienced some 

great inventions showing the power of different forces and then we 

had a session on how food travels through our bodies and out the 

other side. The children had so much fun making and learning about 

how the inside of our bodies work when we swallow our food. 

We have also been lucky enough to invite our parents in for a Parent 

Workshop after half term. Parents came in to experience some of 

the learning we do in school with their children. We enjoyed a great 

game of maths bingo and enjoyed using our phonics to create our 

preferred party shopping list.  

We have continued our learning on famous aviators and we finished 

by learning about Neil Armstrong. In DT we made our planes using 

wheels and axles. The children really enjoyed making and designing 

these!



Year Group News
Year 2

We ended last half term with a visit to Hersham Community Centre, 

where we read our own versions of our Claude adventures to 

members of the older generation. They were very impressed with 

our storytelling, and the children were very impressed with the 

biscuits! It really was a joy to see the children enjoying reading their 

stories so much. They are so proud of what they are achieving. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the visits such a 

success.

This term, we are starting our new topic Animal Kingdom. Our new 

English text is about one species in particular... moths! We will be 

writing non-fiction texts. The first will be instructions and we will be 

visiting our Forest School as part of this piece of work as well as 

ongoing during the topic. We also have a theatre workshop this half 

term as part of our geography learning on the continents and 

oceans.

In maths, we continue to learn about multiplication and division. 

Later in the term we will move on to learning about measures –

length, height, mass, capacity and temperature. Hopefully the 

weather will enable us to take some positive temperature readings!

We look forward to sharing more of our learning with you all!



Year Group News
Year 3

Throughout this term, the children continued looking at Megan 

Coyle’s art work, finishing their designs and creating their own 

pieces. 

The children have taken to a variety of sports in PE throughout the 

year, focussing on badminton and handball this half term, with 

some children representing school at a local school’s handball 

tournament. They have now started to refine their skills and 

technique in athletics, all in preparation for sports day later on in 

the year.

The children and adults are starting to get excited as World Book 

Day approaches and they are sharing who they will dress up as.  



Year Group News
Year 4

Year 4 have had a fantastic February! We have explored Katushika
Hokusai and his marvellous piece 'The Great Wave'. The children 
were inspired and created their very own version called 'The Great 
Water Bottle'. They had to think carefully about adding detail to 
the water bottle as it was in the foreground and then making sure 
that anything in the background looked smaller to ensure that the 
perspective was effective. Finally, the children used the skill of 
'stippling' to show light and shadow within their illustration. The 
final results really are incredible!

Year 4 have started their new English 
text The Great Kapok Tree and 
researched different animals found in 
the Amazon rainforest. They used this 
knowledge, understanding of sub-
headings and appropriate vocabulary 
to write their own non-chronological 
reports.



Year Group News
Year 5

We have had a brilliant month in Year 5. Our 
coronation themed day was inspiring and the 
children loved designing a bench as part of a 
competition for schools. The 15 winning 

designs will adorn the Tower of London during the coronation 
period. We now know so much about previous monarchs and the 
process of a coronation and the children look forward to this 
taking place in May. 

We also had a great afternoon using the new 
equipment in the science lab to cook delicious 
pancakes for Shrove Tuesday. We practised 
measuring and mixing skills and learnt how to 
use a hob safely. We made use of the eggs 
from our chickens to create these tasty treats. 

In music we have been learning about time 
signatures and created our own melodies 
using steel pans. 



Year Group News
Year 6

Year 6 have had a jam packed 
month of learning including 
swimming lessons, bikeability
sessions, mock end of key stage 
assessments and finding out about 
the continent of South America. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed 
learning how to read maps with six 
figure grid reference skills and 
using our new digimaps
subscription on the iPads to find 
various physical and human 
features in different countries 
within South America as part of 
our geography learning. In science, 
we have loved learning lots about
evolution and inheritance and have enjoyed completing further 
experiments to help our understanding of natural selection and 
how certain animals die out or adapt to their environments.

Swimming lessons are in full swing and lots 
of Year 6s have been working hard to be able 
to swim 25 metres confidently. Year 6 
bikeablity instructors were very pleased with 
their cycling skills when learning to cycle 
safely on the roads around Hersham.



Staff Spotlight

I joined Burhill last September and so I'm still quite new to the 
school. Prior to Burhill I had quite a varied working life. I 
started by working in the exhibition and events industry and 
have worked as an event manager for both Earls Court/Olympia
and also the Barbican Exhibition Centre. I left the event and 
exhibition world when I became a mummy 18 years ago and I 
retrained and registered as a childminder. I have two gorgeous 
girls and have been childminder to over 30 'borrowed babies' 
over a 14 year span. Four years ago I decided to try something 
new and joined a local SEN school in the Kingston area working as an 
administration assistant.

When I first heard about the role at Burhill, I did not know the school and so I 
checked out the website and what really appealed to me was the sense of 
community. The newsletters were fun and informative and the school had a lovely 
welcoming vibe. Looking at the stories and activities, it was so lovey to see how 
engaged all of the children were and I loved that the school had chickens, which I 
have since met personally - and bees, which I have not!!

I work in the school main office as part of the admin team. A major part of my role 
is to monitor attendance for our pupils. I am also responsible for managing the 
nursery intake, the school census and a variety of general administrative duties.

On a typical day I start by acknowledging student absences reported on studybugs
by our families and I forward any messages to class teachers. I ensure that the 
registers are complete and all students accounted for. The school office is a busy 
environment and no two days are the same. Pupils or parents might need to 
contact me with general enquiries, to discuss nursery applications or for support 
when joining the school.

When I am not working, I love spending time with my family. I enjoy reading and 
walking the dog and particularly enjoy going to live music concerts.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
One year my husband and I were flown in to the British Grand Prix in Al Fayed's
private helicopter.
What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
I would tell myself not to worry about everything so much.

Sarah Coventry
Admissions



John Dady
Governor: Responsible for 

Behaviour, Inclusion and Wellbeing  

Governor Spotlight

Tell us something we don’t know about you? 

I have always been quite into music.  I was in bands when I was younger playing 

bass and guitar, and more recently I sang at the Royal Festival Hall as part of a 

choir I was in.

What would you tell your primary-school-aged self? 

Best get over the “hand of God” incident, England would probably have lost 

anyway.

I became a school governor 18 months ago, although I have 
been involved with the school since 2014 when my eldest son 
started there.  He has gone onto Three Rivers now, but I have 
two others boys at Burhill; in Year 6 and Reception.  Outside 
of school, I am a management consultant helping companies 
on pay topics. 

I wanted to do something in the local community outside of 
work and family life, and I was lucky enough to elected as a 
Parent Governor.  Governors’ role is to oversee the strategy, policies and 
practices at the school in partnership with the Headteacher – this includes 
keeping the perspective of parents in mind, alongside the needs of the children.

I don't have a teaching background, so it was striking to see the hard work of 
both teaching and support staff behind the scenes, and their commitment to 
ensuring the best outcomes for the children.   My children were already at 
Burhill, but up to that point I had only seen a small proportion of the work that 
goes on.  In my role, I oversee behaviour, inclusion and wellbeing policies 
alongside the school's Leadership Team.  It is brilliant to be able to interact with 
children and staff on these topics, whether it is going to the Pupil Parliament, 
seeing Reception children learning via the Little Wandle programme, or 
discussing with staff their day-to-day work. 

Burhill has a really supportive culture for children, and not only is this 
championed by the staff, but also our Friends of Burhill team (FoBS).  I would 
really encourage parents to help out with FoBS – even with the small stuff like 
doing a stint on the rota at school events – it is a great way to give something 
back to the community and also have fun!



Please subscribe to our school calendar via our 
website. Please click here for further 

information. 

Thurs, 2nd

March
School closed to pupils 
due  to industrial action

Fri, 3rd March World Book Day

Tues, 7th March
9am & 5pm

Y6 SATS Parent 
Workshop

Thurs, 9th March 
9am & 5pm

Y2 SATS Parent 
Workshop

Fri, 10th March

Y3: Ancient Egyptian 
Day

Y5: School Trip

Sat, 11th March
10am – 12 noon

FOBS:  local litter pick 
and gardening at school

Mon, 13th

March, 9am

Coffee Morning for 
grandparents, guardians 
and carers in the 
Inclusion Suite

Wed, 22nd

March, 3pm
Second hand uniform 
sale at pick up time

Fri, 24th March
9am

FoBS Meeting, Inclusion 
Suite

Fri, 31st March 
End of Spring Term: 
Usual collection times

Mon, 17th April
First day of Summer 
Term

Fri, 21st April
7.30pm

FoBS: Fish & chips quiz 
night

ADDITIONAL BANK HOLIDAY 2023
Please note that in light of the 

announcement of His Majesty’s 
coronation on Saturday, 6th May 
2023, an additional bank holiday 
has been announced on Monday, 

8th May 2023

Our value 

for March

will be 

CREATIVITY

Notice to parents: Fences
Please ensure that your child does not climb on any of the fences on the school site 
during drop off or collection.  Some of our fences have been replaced recently, 
including around the AstroTurf pitch.  They are not designed to support the weight 
of children and we would like to avoid any accidents and/or damage.  Thank you.

Parent Forum Minutes:
Please click here for minutes 

from the recent Parents Forum 
held on 23rd February 2023

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar
file:///C:/Users/ghewitson/Downloads/Parent-Forum-23rd-February-2023.pdf


Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Tel: 01932 225836

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
8am – 6pm

Safeguarding Contact Details
dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhillscho

ol.co.uk

Whole School Priorities 2021-2023

We continue to focus on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

1. Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.

2. Our school’s implementation of  the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring improved 

outcomes in all subjects.

3. Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at evaluating the 

impact of  their actions.

4. Leaders and staff  create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and this is 

evident in the behaviours and attitudes of  all children and all staff.

5. Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their personal 

development and physical and mental wellbeing.

6. There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to achievement 

for all children.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Please note that our school office is 
open between 8:45am – 4:30pm.  

Phone calls, emails and messages are 
not received outside of these times.

May we also request that you list your 
child’s full name and class in any 

written communication to the office.  
This really helps our admin team to 

ensure your query is sent to the correct 
member of staff. Thank you.   

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS

PRIME PRODUCTS

Prime drinks and Prime products are 
not permitted in school.  Please may we 
remind parents not to allow children to 
bring these into school. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  

Polite Reminder: We would like to remind and encourage our 
families to please avoid giving out sweets as class birthday treats 
and, instead, consider either healthier alternatives, or perhaps 
some small stationery items or bubbles. We would like to 
continue to avoid bringing in or handing out any sweets and 
sugary items in school. 

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/


ALLERGY AWARENESS:
Snacks at school: Please 
remember that children 
in KS1 have access to 
fruit snacks at school 

during the day.  To ensure that children are 
eating safe and healthy items in school, 
KS2 children should bring in fruit or 
vegetable items only.

COFFEE MORNINGS

We have two special coffee 
mornings coming up:

Monday, 13th March, 9am
We would love to welcome Burhill 

grandparents, kinship carers, adoptive 
parents, foster carers and special 

guardians to share coffee and chat 
together.

Tuesday, 21st March, 2pm
Many parents have approached Mrs 

Pugh for guidance about how to 
manage when their children present 

challenging behaviours. It can feel 
overwhelming, isolating and as though 
the behaviours are taking over family 

life. She would like to invite 
parents/carers to a coffee morning, to 

share advice and provide an 
opportunity to meet with other parents 

facing similar challenges.

If you would like to come to either of 
these sessions, please come to the 

Inclusion gate at the Children’s 
Entrance.  We look forward to seeing 

you there!

SCHOOL LUNCHES
Please be aware that 
the cost of a school meal 

will increase to £2.70 from April 2023 
for those children in KS2.

You can submit lunch options up to 3 
weeks in advance through to midnight 
the previous day. If you forget to 
order a school meal, please 
telephone the office before 9.30am, 
otherwise you will be required to 
bring in a packed lunch for your child. 
Lunches cannot be ordered after this 
time.  
SPECIAL DIET AND SCHOOL MEALS
If your child has any Special Dietary 
Requirements (eg vegetarian, 
pescatarian, dairy free, gluten free etc
etc) for ethical or medical reasons, our 
caterers now need to have in place a 
Special Dietary Requirement 
Form. The completed form should be 
returned to school by the end of this 
term ready for the start of term after 
Easter. Without this form the caterers 
will not be able to ensure any Special 
Dietary needs are met.
You can request a Special Dietary 
Requirement Form from the school 
office or download from the school 
website.
Please update us if your child's dietary 
needs change or are no longer 
required. The Special Dietary 
Requirement Forms will be reviewed 
at the start of each term.

Lunchboxes: If your child has a packed 
lunch, please ensure that their 
lunchbox is clearly named on the 
outside. Thank you.

https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Special-Diet-Request-Form-updated.pdf?ts=1677496507785


If you have any concerns or worries 

that you would like to raise with 

the inclusion team, they can be 

contacted by email:

inclusionteam@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs Brown and Mrs Waller are also 

often on the entrance gate in the 

morning.   

INCLUSION TEAM AT BURHILL

Shona Waller
Inclusion Lead 

Kate Brown
Assistant Head

Lizz Carson 

SEND Governor

A reminder to parents/carers that if 

they take their children out of 

school without authority for 5 or 

more days (which do not have to be 

consecutive), they will be liable to 

receive a penalty notice. Currently 

the amount payable under a penalty 

notice is £60.00 per parent/carer 

per child if paid within 21 days.  

Thereafter the amount increases to 

£120.00 if paid between 21 and 28 

days. If the penalty notice remains 

unpaid after 28 days, the Local 

Authority will consider a 

prosecution in the Magistrates 

Court. Please note that penalty 

notices are issued per parent/carer 

per child so a family of two parents 

and two children will receive 4 

penalty notices.

Please click here to view the letter 

to parents from Surrey County 

Council regarding Penalty Notices as 

well as the Application form for 

leave of absence for exceptional 

circumstances

SCHOOL ABSENCES –
PENALTY NOTICES

SCHOOL POLICIES
Please view our school policies on the Policies
page of the website.  This includes our: 
• Uniform Policy 
• Behaviour Policy
• Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy
• School Improvement Plan

48 Hour Rule: Sickness and Diarrhoea: Please 
may we remind parents that it is important to 

ensure that your child remains at home for a full 
48 hours following any sickness, vomiting  

and/or diarrhoea before returning to school.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

• Supporting Your Child's Self Esteem and 
Confidence (Primary)
- Thursday 2 March 2023 7pm to 8pm

• Supporting Your Child's Transition to 
Secondary School
- Thursday 23 March 2023 7pm to 8pm

Please see the Eikon website for information 
and support: https://eikon.org.uk

The Eikon Charity is offering 
the following free parent 
webinars which may be of 
interest to you.  

mailto:inclusionteam@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PARENT-LETTER-FROM-SCHOOL-SCC.pdf?ts=1655895991584
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Application-for-Leave-of-Absence-Form.pdf?ts=1655895661828
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1216/policies
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Uniform-Policy-2022-updated-September-2022.pdf?t=1662549954
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Behaviour-Policy-2022-2023.pdf?t=1662625832
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Safeguarding-Child-Protection-Policy-September-2022-23-Updated-August.pdf?t=1662030951
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-Primary-SIP-2022-2023-website-version.pdf?t=1664440246?ts=1664440263
https://eikon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59894d7a4e8829d54a7a71b46&id=b171cf441d&e=12e5bdca45
https://eikon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59894d7a4e8829d54a7a71b46&id=cfccf26c85&e=12e5bdca45
https://eikon.org.uk/


E-Safety Support: Talking About Life Online

Safer Internet Day 2023 was on Tuesday 7 February. This 
year’s theme was Want to talk about it? Making space 
for conversations about life online. Although it may seem 
difficult at times, it is important to have conversations 

with children about how they are using the internet so that we are part of their 
online lives and can help to keep them safe. Read the NSPCC’s top tips below.

Be positive and open minded about the internet
It’s important to recognise the exciting opportunities that going online can offer 
children and young people. Although your children may use the internet 
differently to you, their experiences are still significant. If your child mentions 
something you haven’t heard of, ask them to show you, or explain in more detail, 
or you may need to do your own research. Try to keep conversations broad, and 
value their opinions when they’re talking about what they enjoy doing, to show 
that you are interested in all aspects of their online world.

Talk early and often
The most effective way to deal with any online issue is to make conversations 
about the internet a part of your everyday routine. Talking openly about life 
online from an early age, can be a helpful bridge to sharing safety messages and 
addressing more difficult conversations later; it also shows your child that you are 
someone who knows about the internet and can help them.

Create a safe space for conversations
Look for opportunities to talk together. Sometimes, talking face-to-face can feel 
difficult, so talking alongside each other when out for a walk, or travelling in the 
car for example, are options that might make it easier. The environment needs to 
be right; free from distractions, so that your child has your undivided attention. 
Remind them often that they can talk to you about anything, no matter how 
difficult, and that they will not be judged or blamed. Your child might not be 
ready to talk about something straight away, so show them that you are there to 
listen whenever they are ready.

Be proactive
Working together to create an agreement, outlining how the internet and 
technology will be used within the family, is a useful way to set clear expectations 
and boundaries for your children. You might include time spent online; who your 
children can communicate with; appropriate apps and games; and 
why safety tools are helpful to block and report inappropriate 
content. Ask your child what they would do if something went 
wrong online and they needed help and reinforce the importance 
of telling an adult as soon as anything happens that makes them 
feel upset, worried, or uncomfortable in any way.



Communicating with school

Please use the following email addresses to contact your teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Please contact your class teacher using the email addresses above.  If they are unable to assist 
and you need to raise your issue, please contact one of the following: 
• Early Years Leader: jkirwan@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
• KS1 Leader/Assistant Head:  kbrown@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
• Lower Key Stage 2 Leader: abrady@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
• Upper Key Stage 2 Leader: kpotterell@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
• Inclusion/SEND: inclusionteam@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Please record any  absence on 
Studybugs

If your child is absent for ANY reason, 
including illness, please report this on 

Studybugs before 9.30am.  This information 
is visible by the office and class teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board: February

1 Joseph Ravens Y4

2 Oliver Starlings Y3

3 Lauren Kestrels Y6

4
Jesse-
James

Quails Y5

5 Oliver Pheasants Y5

6 Teddy Doves Y3

7 Elliot Starlings Y3

8 Austin Merlins Y6

9 Ethan Wrens Y3

10 Joshua Pheasants Y5

! REMINDER !
Morning drop off:

Please be reminded that the school gates 
close at 8:55am.  Children should, by this 

time, be in their classrooms as this is when 
doors close and registration takes place.  If 

your child is not in class by this time, they will 
be marked as late. Gates open at 8:40am. 

Collecting children from school:
Please supervise your child/children at the 

end of  the school day. Younger children must
stay with parents whilst waiting for older 

siblings on school grounds. 
This is to keep all children safe. 

Thank you.

mailto:jkirwan@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kbrown@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:abrady@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kpotterell@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionteam@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


What does the law say?
By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16) must receive a suitable, full time education. As a 
parent, you are responsible for making sure this happens.

What about authorised absence?
There may be times when your child has to miss school because she or he is ill. This is to be expected and you 
should follow the school’s procedures for notifying illness. Children may also have to attend a medical or dental 
appointment in school time.

What about an unauthorised absence or holiday?
Where a child is taken out of school for 5 days or more and the ‘leave of absence’ is without the authority of the 
headteacher then, each parent could receive a penalty notice for each child who is absent. The school or local 
authority can fine parents for the unauthorised absence of their child, where the child is of compulsory school age. 
These days do not need to be consecutive. 
The Education Welfare Service, acting on behalf of Surrey County Council may issue a Penalty Notice as an 
alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s unauthorised absence from school and requires 
the recipient to pay a fixed amount. The amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 if paid within 21 days 
of receipt of the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If the penalty notice remains unpaid 
after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that penalty 
notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a family of two parents and two children will receive 4 penalty 
notices.

What can you do to help?
If your child is ill or absent for any other reasons, contact the school by 9:30am via Studybugs. 
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
Make sure your child arrives at school on time.

What can the school do to help?
Some parents may be finding it difficult to ensure that their child attends school regularly. If this is the case, please 
speak to Mrs Pugh, the Home School Link Worker, as soon as possible so that the situation can be addressed. You 
can contact her via email at: apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Why is it important for children not to miss school?
All parents want the best for their children and for them to get on well in life. Having a good education is important to ensure
that they have the best opportunities in their adult life.  If children do not attend school regularly they may:
•Struggle to keep up with school work.
•Miss out on the social side of school life.  Poor attendance can affect children’s ability to make and keep friendships; a vital
part of growing up.
Below is a table showing how children’s percentage attendance equates to the amount of school time missed. 

Children must be in their classrooms for morning registration at 8:55am. If a child arrives late to school every day, their 
learning begins to suffer. 

ATTENDANCE

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Come and join our team

St Peter’s Church in Hersham are recruiting. 
Part Time Children's and Families’ Coordinator 
(20 hours per week) Salary £15,000 per annum

We have a great opportunity for candidates with 
experience working with children and families to 
join the St Peter’s Church team to enhance our 
support and offering to children as well as building relationships with families through 
our schools’ work and toddler group. Working as a part of the Church’s team you will, 
with the support of volunteers, help lead the Church’s support programmes for 
children, to grow our Church community and encourage children's faith and spiritual 
development.

St Peter’s Church is at the heart of the Hersham community, and plays a crucial role in 
helping and supporting children and their families in partnership with local schools, 
agencies and other stakeholders. This role is a fantastic opportunity to make a 
difference in peoples’ lives and work as part of a varied and active team. 

If you have experience of working with children and families (this could be as a 
volunteer) are a practising Christian and are excited about the opportunity to share 
your skills and the Christian faith with others, contact The Revd Jackie Richardson 
01932 227445 for an initial chat. 

Full details available on our website https://www.stpetershersham.com/about-
us576608/vacancies/ St Peter’s is committed to safeguarding and we expect all of our 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to enhanced DBS 
clearance. 
Closing date: 3rd March 2023

https://www.stpetershersham.com/about-us576608/vacancies/


Join Wey Valley, 
Surrey County 
Chess Teams
We have three 
teams in the age 
groups as follows:

U9 mixed - for boys/ girls born on or 
after 01/09/2013
U11 mixed - for boys/ girls born on 
or after 01/09/2011
U11 girls - for girls born on or after 
01/09/2011
For further information, please see: 
Chessentriesforall.com
Email: 
learn.admin@chessentriesforall.com

https://chessentriesforall.com/
mailto:learn.admin@chessentriesforall.com





