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January started with one wonderful day of seeing everyone back in school after the 
Christmas break. Although we then had to make very fast arrangements to change 
who was coming in to school, it has been brilliant to see so many of you joining Teams 
sessions with teachers and support staff daily. This half term, the children have been 
learning about e-safety and this continues with a video for you to watch at home. 
Look out for the information later in this newsletter. We have also been lucky enough 
to enjoy another virtual pantomime, which was funded by our ever-supportive 
Friends of Burhill. Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. It is so important that 
all children have opportunities to talk about how they are feeling, and to express 
themselves in ways that make them feel confident and safe. There are suggestions in 
this newsletter of activities you can do at home to support children with developing 
and maintaining good mental health. As a school, we are looking forward to launching 
our afternoon wellbeing check-in sessions from next week.

We have welcomed three new members of support staff this term. Mrs Buttery has 
joined us as a TA in Year 1. She brings a wealth of experience in the role and is already 
an important member of the Kingfishers team! Mr Jacob has joined us as an 
experienced LSA in Year 2. He is enjoying getting to know all of the children and staff 
well in Eagles class. Mrs Schulte, who has been working at Burhill as a lunchtime 
supervisor, has now joined us as a TA in Year 3. The children and staff in Starlings class 
are pleased to have more of her time and expertise!

Thank you for all your support and help this term. A huge thank you the very 
dedicated FoBS (PTA) committee who are lifting our spirits this January with their Bake 
Off challenges for our families and treats for the staff in school. One of our fantastic 
Burhill dads has also organized a mystery number trail around Hersham. Thank you all 
for supporting us by encouraging learning at home during this time. We do recognise 
the challenges that all of you are facing.

Finally, my biggest thank you needs to go to the amazing staff and governors of 
Burhill. They have worked tirelessly and with endless positivity since the beginning of 
January to make this term as successful as it can be for our children. We would not be 
the Burhill team that we are without them!

Mrs Gemma Adams



Year Group News

Year 2: Year 2 have been working very hard both at home and in school. The children 
have enjoyed our mini-topic all about Space, exploring the text 'Man on the Moon: A 
day in the life of Bob' in English and learning all about Tim Peake and the different 
planets in the solar system. We've seen some fabulous model aliens, some beautiful 
space themed artwork and informative timelines about famous astronauts. In maths, 
the children have been recognising the link between addition and multiplication, 
finding and making equal groups to solve multiplication calculations. 
Great work Year 2!

Early Years: The Early Years began 2021 with
an ambitious travel and journey-based theme,
Are We There Yet? The children at school and
home used their first-hand experience of their
local area to find Burhill School on a map and
discuss how they would usually travel to
school. Using pens attached to toy cars they
created different patterns and routes on
paper. The children talked about the different
modes of transport and routes they could take
around Hersham. 5

Year 1: Both the children at home and at
school have been looking at the importance
of instructions and what it means to follow
these. The children ordered instructions,
followed instructions to make a delicious
apple car and then wrote their own
instructions to help everyone understand how
to wash their hands properly. All the children
did a fantastic job. In maths they have been
working hard on subtraction, with most
children preferring to count back on the
numberline. The children have now moved
onto learning about numbers from 1 to 50!
It is very exciting. As well as this, the children have been looking at insects, where
they live and what they look like. We used our outdoor areas to investigate further
and have then designed our own insect combining one or more insects. Our designs
were very exciting. It has been brilliant seeing our friends on screen and we have
enjoyed completing fun quizzes and sharing objects that are important to us to keep
us all connected. The Year 1 team are very proud of their children.



Year Group News

Year 3: The start of our Spring Term was not quite what we expected in Year 3 but all 
the children have ‘WOWed’ us with their dedication to learning and perseverance in 
this difficult time. We have really enjoyed finding out about the ‘Chuffalo’, which was 
spotted in the school playground over the Christmas break by Mr Hill. The children 
enjoyed creating and sharing their own predator drawings and descriptions and 
wrote some brilliant newspaper reports about spotting their creature. The WANTED 
posters were super and packed with brilliant vocabulary from the descriptive A-Z.  
On our first day back, we began our Creature Connections topic in class and we look 
forward to investigating our topic further, through reading information texts, new 
class story texts and taking online science and art lessons.

Year 4: Even though it wasn't quite the expected start to our Spring Term in Year 4, all 
the children have shone and are really demonstrating how resilient they are. We 
have really enjoyed starting our next graphic novel text 'Mouse Bird Snake Wolf' and 
writing detailed arguments exploring whether we feel the characters have done the 
right or wrong thing by creating new creatures for the world they live in, rather than 
leaving this job to the gods. We also begun our Creature Connections topic 
altogether in class at the very start of term, investigating different sea creatures 
through looking at microscopic images that were sent to us by a deep sea diver. We 
look forward to investigating our Creature Connection topic further, through reading 
information texts, taking online science lessons and creating artistic (under the sea) 
ocean zone models!

Year 5: The children in Year 5 have shown outstanding resilience and flexibility in the 
face of change. They have been working hard both at home and in school this 
month. The theme for this term is "Time Traveller." The children have been creating 
their own timelines and exploring how objects have changed in time. In maths we 
have been learning how to multiply 2-digit numbers by 2-digit and 3-digit numbers. 
Art has seen Year 5 produce some wonderful self-portraits, along with the creation 
of their own Surrealist clock designs.

Year 6: Year 6 have been finding
new ways of practising spellings,
like the tricky spellings in shaving
foam. We have been working on
Darwin and the evolution and
adaptation of species. It was also
an opportunity to create fantastic
artwork – like this now extinct
dodo. Learning is as much about
getting something right as getting
it wrong! We celebrate mistakes as
great learning opportunities.



Michael Johnson
Teacher, Y5 Partridges  

I recently joined Burhill Primary School in September, as a 
newly qualified teacher. I completed an undergraduate degree 
for three years doing physical education in primary years and then 
a fourth year completing my PGCE, to become a primary school 
teacher, at the University of Chichester. I always wanted to 
work in a bigger school which was a three or four form entry 
school. Having recently moved down to the area and doing my 
research, Burhill Primary School had a lot to offer. It has a 
great reputation, offers a range of subjects and activities, such 
as morning and after school curricular activities, and, when I came for my interview, 
everyone was so friendly around the whole school. The facilities on offer were fantastic. 

I work in Year 5 and have the great pleasure of teaching Partridges class. On a daily basis I 
always greet the children with a smile and a laugh to start the day. I have a duty of care 
for the children and during this unprecedented time it is important to check on their 
wellbeing.  We have to teach high quality lessons following the curriculum to give the 
children the best possible quality of lesson to further improve and develop their subject 
knowledge. During a typical day, I welcome the children into school in the morning and 
we complete registration.  We then move onto guided reading followed by English, where 
we have spelling, handwriting and SPAG starters before break time. After break, we go 
into maths and then guided maths before we reach lunchtime. After lunch we complete 
our afternoon registration and then have a theme lesson to end the day before reading a 
chapter of our class reader before dismissal.

Parents or pupils may need to contact me regarding their child, perhaps requiring an 
absence or something that has happened in school. During the current period, with the 
children remote learning, parents may want to contact me with regards to support.

In my spare time, I love watching and playing football. I am a huge supporter of arguably 
one of the biggest teams in England, if not the world, Northampton Town FC. I used to be 
a season ticket holder before I moved down to this area but still try and get to as many 
games as possible. I also have two dogs, Reggie and Ralphie who take up a large part of 
my time outside of school. 

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I am originally from Milton Keynes where I grew up as a kid and I have only recently 
moved down to this area in the summer. 

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
That school can be fun if you make it fun yourself. It is really important to have a balance 
in school where you are able to have fun but you complete all the work and you try your 
hardest in all lessons as that is a teacher’s minimum expectations.

Staff Spotlight



(Adapted from https://youngminds.org.uk/)

Here is just one idea to support mental wellbeing at home:

1. Introduce the idea of looking for positives, e.g. ask your child to

think of one good thing that happened the day before. Explain that

thinking positively, can become a habit and can affect your mood

and levels of happiness.

2. Describe how sometimes we can all get in the habit of noticing

the negative stuff more than the positive, and this activity helps to

rebalance this.

3. Look at the image below and explain that they need to say some

words for each shape, e.g. I have people around me I trust and

who love me, I am a good friend, I can ask for help when I need

it. Think about how each one makes them feel.

4. Remind children of their assets regularly.

5. Revisit this activity after some time so that children can add to 

their list of assets.

https://youngminds.org.uk/


We all know how important mental 
health is, particularly so at this time. 

Take some ‘you’ time! 
********

What is mental health?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

nCrjevx3-Js

********

Lots of ideas and activities to support 

your own mental health 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthw

eek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/

********

Can you guess how the characters are 

feeling?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

dOkyKyVFnSs

********

Can you make a proud cloud? What 

are you proud of today/this week?

********

Can you make a calm down sensory 

bottle? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?ap

p=desktop&v=D7zp7KbxbKY

Children’s Mental Health Week 
starts on the 1st February.

Here are a few activities and ideas for 
families to try at home.

With Mental Health Week 
starting on the 1st

February, we are aware of 
the issues we can face as 
family.  The past year has 
been a rollercoaster of 
emotions and juggling 

family life.

Mrs Pugh includes some 
useful webinars links 

below which can support 
with understanding 

anxieties, and children 
returning to school.

Transitioning Back to 
School following Covid-19

Anxiety and Transition in 
relation to Covid-19

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCrjevx3-Js
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOkyKyVFnSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=D7zp7KbxbKY
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/CAMHS-Back-to-school-Resource-pack-for-Parents.pdf?ts=1611741831337
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/CAMHS-Early-Intervention-Parent-Videos-Anxiety-and-Transition-in-relation-to-Covid-19.pdf?ts=1611741831337


Links to learning resources are in the Remote Learning  section of the 
school website.  A link to the Microsoft Teams training video can also 
be accessed here. Learning packs and information specific to your 
child’s year can be found on the year group pages. 

Additional resources can be found on the Learning Resources page.

Individual access codes for Teams can be found in your child’s planner.  
Please contact your teacher if you need further assistance accessing 
any remote learning.  

Should you have any queries regarding links on the school website, 
please email ghewitison@burhill.surrey.sch.uk.

Remote Learning Resources

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1782/learning-resources
mailto:ghewitison@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Safer Internet Day 2021 Top Tips for Parents and Carers

Safer Internet Day 2021 is being celebrated around the world on Tuesday 9th 

February 2021. The global theme is ‘together for a better internet’ and this year in 

the UK we are putting the focus on how young people can tell fact from fiction, and 

work together to create an internet we trust. Everyone has their part to play in 

making the internet a better place, including you! Have a look at the tips and links 

below with some suggestions on how to get you started and help you to stay safe 

and positive online.

Talk together: Communication is the key to identifying online misinformation….

Talk regularly with your child about how they use technology and where they go 

for information online. Discuss who they follow, what types of adverts they see, 

and what stories they find surprising or suspicious. Listening to your child will give 

you the best possible idea of how you can support them. Not sure where to begin? 

Have a look at our suggested 'Conversation Starters' for parents and carers.

Set an example: Show your child how you question and evaluate online 

content….

If you come across a fake news story, or get sent a phishing email, discuss with 

your child how you spotted it and what you did. Why not ask them for a second 

opinion? Your child may have already heard about it or seen something similar, and 

if not, it’s a learning opportunity for both of you. Seeing a parent actively question 

and evaluate online content teaches young people the importance of doing the 

same.

Think before you share: Fact-check and reflect before sharing content, posts or 

pictures….

It can be tempting to share surprising or attention-grabbing online content with 

your child or your family group chats, but make sure to fact-check these links 

before you do. As it’s come from a parent, some children may believe it without 

questioning it, and older children may find it difficult or awkward to point out if it 

is false or misleading. This is another chance to set a good example in how to share 

information responsibly online.

E-Safety

Our Year 6 digital leaders are continuing their 

training throughout our partial closure and have 

come together to produce assemblies for 

Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 9th February. 



Check in with your child: How does misleading information they see online make 

them feel?

False and misleading content online can be upsetting and confusing, e.g. harmful 

claims that target specific groups, or unhealthy lifestyle tips. Young people may 

feel powerless when faced with the amount of unreliable content they see. 

Regularly check-in with your child about their online life and ask them how what 

they see makes them feel. This is an issue that affects all of us. Reassure your child 

that you are there to talk about things that upset them and to support them with 

how they feel.

Seek help and support: Ask other parents how they address misleading online 

content….

Just as we ask young people to talk about what they are unsure of, make sure you 

do too! Chances are that you’ll find other parents or carers who are trying to 

figure out how to help their family avoid false information and get the most out of 

the internet.

Films for parents and carers: As part of our Safer Internet Day 2021 campaign, 

children and young people share their opinions on how their parents and carers 

can help with trust online.

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-

am-educator/safer-internet-day-films/films-parents-and

E-Safety continued

Please view our E-Safety Workshop for Parents and Carers 

with advice and guidance about how to keep your child safe 

online: 

https://youtu.be/KTqjOwk6L_w

Coronavirus (COVID-19): support 
for parents and carers to keep 
children safe online - GOV.UK

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/safer-internet-day-films/films-parents-and
https://youtu.be/KTqjOwk6L_w
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online


Mr Whishaw will be making new exercise videos which will be uploaded on

our website. Please look at our Keep Active: PE & Sports Links on our

website:

These links include:

• Mr Whishaw’s exercise videos

• PE with Joe Wicks

• Jumpstart Jonny

• Go Noodle

• Yoga with Adriene

• Cosmic Yoga

• Premier League Primary Stars

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1782/learning-resources

Virtual Cross Country Competition 
Burhill have registered for the ERPSSA Virtual Cross 
Country Competition taking place this half term. The 
distance for this competition is 1km for all year 
groups. 

Taking part at school Children at school will have 
the opportunity to take part in the race, which Mr 
Whishaw will organise. 

Taking part at home A good website to use to 
measure out a course is
https://onthegomap.com/#/create. You can start 
and finish your run where you would like; it just 
needs to be 1km.

Results need to be emailed to Mr Whishaw at 
twhishaw@burhill.surrey.sch.uk by Sunday 7th

February. Any results sent after that will not be 
included. When submitting results, please include 
evidence. This could include a screenshot of a 
running app such as Strava, Runkeeper etc. It could 
also be a screen shot from the above website with a 
photo of the stopwatch.

Alternatively, you can submit your child’s results via 
this form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdacFGW2N
k6GJB9OUuiK30bYvh6VtfnhEkPYpinTtRitEdw7A/viewform
?usp=sf_link

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1782/learning-resources
https://onthegomap.com/#/create
mailto:twhishaw@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdacFGW2Nk6GJB9OUuiK30bYvh6VtfnhEkPYpinTtRitEdw7A/viewform?usp=sf_link


Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Surrey's Contact Centre:

0300 470 9100 
(out of hours telephone: 

01483 517898)

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

ATTENDANCE
January 2021: 96%

Target: 97%

W/c 8th

February

Parent Consultations 
(to be held on 
Teams)

Mon 15th –
Fri 19th Feb 
2021

Half Term

Thurs 1st April 
2021
-1.30pm

Last day of Spring 
Term

Monday 19th 
April 2021

First day of Summer 
Term

Monday 31st

May 2021 -
Friday 4th June 
2021

Half Term

Dates for your diary

Huge CONGRATULATIONS to 
Mrs Ripley who has welcomed 
a beautiful baby boy to her

family. We 
are sending 
much love 
and best 
wishes 
from 
everyone at 
Burhill. 

mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader board

Fastest average speed Falcons

Highest accuracy rate Eagles

Highest number of 
participants

Kestrels

A huge well done to all the children 
who have been on their class leader 

board.
Keep up the great work! 

1 Kamsi Rooks Year 4

2 Frankie Doves Year 3

3 Stanley Doves Year 3

4 Joshua Wrens Year 3

5 Emily Rooks Year 4

School Priorities 
2020 – 2021

We will be focusing on the 
following priorities throughout 
this academic year:

1. Ensure there is sufficiently 
challenging broad knowledge and 
skills based curriculum provision 
for all pupils and for those 
accessing learning remotely.

2. To accelerate progress and 
strengthen achievement in all 
areas across the school so that 
increasing proportions of children 
are working within age related 
expectations

3. Make sure teachers provide 
specific, timely feedback and 
address misconceptions to enable 
accelerated progress

4. Make sure immediate action is 
taken when gaps in learning are 
identified

5. To strengthen leadership across 
the school at all levels.

6. Continue to make sure the 
learning opportunities provided 
enable children to develop positive 
learning behaviours. 

Our value for February 

will be 



Please see the Elmbridge 
website for information on 

Government/NHS advice, 
help for residents and 

businesses, health & 
wellbeing, council services 

and more. 

https://www.elmbridge.go
v.uk/news/coronavirus-

covid-19-updates/

Fun activities for children in the Easter and summer holidays 

at Barracudas. Click here for more information
To say thank you we’re giving all key 
workers a discount when making a 
booking for any 2021 camp.  Email 
info@barracudas.co.uk from your work 
email and we will give you a unique 
code giving you £10 off a week or £5 
off a day! This will also give you half 
price on our Extended Hours!  Offer 
available on bookings made before 15th

March 2021.  Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offers.

Explore Learning have made available 
free lessons and worksheets which can 

accessed via these links: 
www.tes.com/teaching-

resources/shop/ExploreLearning_official

www.explorelearning.co.uk/free-
resources

Explore Learning are offering a 
promotion on membership until 

February 14th . Please see 
explorelearning.co.uk/offer for details.

https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/news/coronavirus-covid-19-updates/
https://www.barracudas.co.uk/?utm_source=Schools&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Schools Mailing
mailto:info@barracudas.co.uk
http://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/ExploreLearning_official
http://www.explorelearning.co.uk/free-resources
http://www.explorelearning.co.uk/offer


Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if your child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absence on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to.


