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Dear Parents and Carers

January has been a busy and challenging month for our school community, with our rise in 
COVID cases. Our families have been incredibly supportive during this time, ensuring to 
continue to be vigilant and aware of the symptoms of COVID. The children have coped well 
with the changes to staffing, and have adapted to seeing some of the teaching staff on screen.  
We will continue to monitor the situation and communicate with parents, in order to keep 
everyone safe.

In school, our children have enjoyed many wonderful learning experiences.  There has been a 
whole school focus on reading, implementing Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds 
phonics scheme for EYFS and KS1, and launching whole class reading in KS2.  We have always 
promoted the love of reading at Burhill, through shared story time and access to a range of 
texts from our extensive school library.  This term we want to refine our approach to explicitly 
teaching reading skills to ensure our children leave Burhill as confident, fluent readers. Mrs 
Brown has been appointed as our reading lead and has enjoyed observing reading across the 
school, hosting a phonics workshop for parents and leading on staff training.  

The wider curriculum is still an area of focus for our school and we are now focusing on the 
implementation of our revised curriculum.  We have introduced updated timetables across 
the school, ensuring we have dedicated time for all wider curriculum subjects.  This has been 
discussed at our parent forum meeting.  Thank you to all of the parents that completed the 
curriculum survey, submitted questions and attended the parent forum.  It was useful to 
share some of the work we have completed to improve our curriculum offer and always 
useful to gather parental feedback.  

We are delighted that our work to improve our outdoor provision has started this week.  We 
have a team of contractors improving our forest school area by laying pathing, and building an 
outdoor classroom.  This will enable the area to be used all throughout the year to support 
the teaching of our wider curriculum subjects.  They are also constructing reading dens for 
our children to access throughout the school day. We look forward to sharing photos with you 
once the work has been completed. 

Our FoBS continue to work hard to support our school community, and will be looking at 
launching cake bakes, nice treats for valentines and other key events.  They are also looking 
for volunteers to run the Burhill Ball, that is hoping to go ahead in March 2023.   

Thank you again for your kind words as we continue to work hard to keep everyone safe and 
learning. 

Mrs Gemma Adams 



Year Group News

Nursery
What a Happy New Year we are having in Nursery this term with our 'Great 
Outdoors' theme! The children have been inspired to play and learn in so 
many exciting ways and are showing us so many wonderful new skills each 
day.

Starting off with our focus book 'The Gruffalo' we explored different types of 
houses. Big questions like, 'why don't we live in a treetop house?', had us 
exploring the differences between us and animals. We certainly would not 
stay warm and dry living in an underground house! We also found our 
Gruffalo friends their very own homes in our forest school!

Another big focus has been discussing 
how we can look after nature, and how 
we can be responsible members of the 
community. This involved going on a litter 
hunt and, thanks to the keen eyes of our
Nursery children, our forest school area is 
now litter free, ready for the new burst of 
life spring will bring!

We continue to become expert mathematicians in Nursery, and have even 
begun making our own marks to count our score in a game. The children 
enjoyed practising writing their names and 'tallying' their goals on their very 
own scoresheet.

With lots more exciting books, activities and learning to do, we cannot wait 
to continue our exploration of the great outdoors!



Year Group News

ReceptionReception

Reception have been busy 
exploring on land and in space! 
With wonderful stories such as 
Astro Girl and Look Up, the 
children had lots of exciting 
adventures which they brought to 
their play. Learning in a very 
hands-on and multisensory way, 
the children applied lots of 
mathematical language as they 
measured weights and capacity as 
part of maths. While a highlight 
was revisiting the story of 
Goldilocks with different sized 
bowls, the adventures of the 
naughty bus in baked beans will 
be remembered for a long time to 
come.

Our small group reading sessions 
are proving very popular with 
children eagerly ready to take part 
each day. It is great to see how 
much they are embracing and 
applying our new phonics scheme.



Year Group News

Year 1

In English, we have been exploring Lost In the Toy Museum by David 
Lucas. The children explored key vocabulary and word meaning, fully 
immersing themselves in the story through actions and retelling the 
story. The children then created their own characters and sequenced 
sentences to form short narratives. In the last two weeks, the children 
have been reading The Fox and the Star by Coralie Bickford-Smith. We 
have been thinking about what we already know about foxes and what 
we want to find out before writing our own fox fact files.

In maths, we have been focusing on subtraction using various methods 
and manipulatives including tens frames, part whole models, number 
lines and bar models. We have used our knowledge of number bonds 
and related facts to help us solve subtraction calculations.

In our wider curriculum, we have been exploring toys through time and 
arranging them into chronological timelines. In science, the children 
have been exploring, describing and comparing materials ready to plan 
and carry out an investigation on waterproof materials looking at how to 
keep a toy dry. In RE, we have been learning about Judaism and in 
particular the synagogue and Torah. The children really enjoyed bringing 
in their special books, sharing why they were special and important to 
them, just like the Torah is special to the Jewish faith.



Year Group News

The children have settled well back into school after 
their winter break. They have been showing great 
determination and enthusiasm since their return.  
We cannot wait to see what the rest of the spring 
term holds!

In English, Year 2 has started the term with poetry. We are currently looking at a 
variety of poems from our class book ‘The Proper Way to Meet a Hedgehog’. This 
book has provided us with lots of different poems that we have used to find 
rhymes and alliteration. The children have been able to create some brilliant 
poems using these skills and also some lovely pieces of work using their mind’s 
eye. 

“Every man at the bottom of his heart believes that he is a born detective” – John 
Buchan. That’s right, this term Year 2 have put their detective hats on for history. 
We are looking at the significant event of the Great Fire of London. Using lots of 
different sources, we have been learning about the events and how sources can 
help us to understand in more detail. 

Year 2 have been developing their musical skills as we study our Charanga unit 
‘Wanna Play in a Band’. The children have been learning their new song and 
investigating the pulse and rhythm of the song. Not only have they been able to 
create their own rhythms, they have been able to adjust their pitch to sing. They 
have been warming up their vocal cords and practising their glockenspiel skills in 
preparation for their class performance. 

Our investigation this term has involved looking for materials to make a good road. 
The children have enjoyed learning about John McAdams and using their problem 
solving skills to answer our big question ‘What makes a good road?’. The children 
have been able to use their scientific enquiry skills to carry out the investigation to 
answer this question. They have predicted what will happen and completed 
observations in order to evaluate their results. What material do you think was the 
best: sand, paper, brick or wood? 

Year 2



Year Group News

Year 3

Year 3 have had a great start to 2022 and each 

class enjoyed voting for their new class book to 

read each day. Wrens have enjoyed Dog Man, and 

have really howled with laughter at the antics of 

the heroic hound. 

We have all been inspired to do some great reading and writing with 

Iron Man. We have explored the rich vocabulary and used our reading 

skills to answer questions such as, “Is the Iron Man dangerous?” and 

“How do the characters react to his arrival?” We used descriptive 

language including similes and complex sentences to write a character 

description and our knowledge of fronted adverbials to write a poem 

that told how Hogarth felt when he first saw The Iron Man. We enjoyed 

reading our poems aloud to the class. 

In science, we have been learning about what 

animals, including humans, need for a healthy diet 

and the purpose of skeletons and muscles. We had 

fun investigating whether males have bigger skulls 

than females. 

Our theme has been mountains and in geography, we have drawn 

diagrams to show how they are formed and used atlases to search for 

mountain ranges in Europe. Thank you very much for all the magazines, 

they have helped us to create some amazing mountain collages in the 

style of Megan Coyle. 

Some of 
our 
artwork 
in 
progress.



Year Group News

Year 4

This month our school value is optimism. Year 4 have started the term very 
much in the spirit of this school value. They have been working incredibly 
hard as we have launched a new timetable and enjoyed starting our new 
theme of "Ancient Antics." In history we have been learning all about the 
Roman invasion of Britain. The children have amazed us with their knowledge 
of the Romans and have been excited to learn about Emperor Claudius and 
the rebellion led by Boudica.

"Mouse Bird Snake Wolf" by David Almond is our new 
book for both writing and reading lessons in English. 
The children have loved the illustrations and have
enjoyed a wide variety of tasks. They have created their
own dance performances accompanied by poetry and
made natural sculptures of animals to inspire their 
descriptive writing. They also wrote balanced arguments
debating whether the children were right or wrong to be
creating animals like the gods.

In maths we have been working on multiplication and 
division. For division questions we have been using the bus 
stop method. We have also begun to look at 
correspondence problems. In addition to this we have 
started maths fluency lessons. We have focused on the nine 

times table and the 8 times table so far.

In science we have planned a number of experiments exploring states of 
matter. We have heated a variety of liquids to determine the effect on 
evaporation. The children also enjoyed insulating ice cubes with different 
materials to see if they could slow the melting process. It has been a busy 
start to the term and we are proud of the children's efforts and achievements 
so far.



Year 5

Year Group News

We have had a great start to 2022 up in Year 5! Our new topic, 'Beast Creator' 
has really inspired our science learning so far. We have looked at how to 
classify and identify different insects as well as looked at lots of different life 
cycles for different animal groups. Our favourite lesson so far was worm 
charming, we used our scientific skills to take measurements and repeat 
readings to record how many worms came up to the surface of the ground in 
different areas of mud and grass when pouring liquid over the areas.

Thank you to all the incredible and artistic pieces of home learning we have 
received from the 'Beast Creator' home learning menu. The children all really 
enjoyed sharing what they had created, researched and found out before we 
delved into our new topic further.

In art, we have really enjoyed learning how to use powder paint successfully 
to show areas of dark and light. We learnt about tints and shades of colours 
and created our own value charts first. We then used the powder paint to 
create a still life painting of an apple, varying the tints and shades of one 
colour to show the areas of light and dark.
Both our texts are very exciting this term, Beetle Boy has taught us lots about 
rhinoceros beetles, as the boy in the book has one as a pet. Treason is our 
English text this term and we are able to distinguish that this was written in 
the Tudor era, due to the language being used. We have written interesting 
diary entries as if we were a boy at the time and also enjoyed discussing 
Henry VIII, who was on the throne at the time.



Year Group News

Year 6

Year Six have been doing work on the theme of Darwin’s delights, looking at evolution and 

adaptation.  As part of their learning, they conducted an experiment to illustrate the theory of 

the survival of the fittest – with black rats competing with grey rats to dodge the watchful gaze 

of predators! In  this photo you can see the black rats moving with ease to escape the 

predators whilst the movement limited grey rats have been preyed upon!

Our Year Six children had a great experience of field 

work in Hersham last week. They were investigating 

the use of pavements – counting the number of 

pedestrians (with pet, pushchair or trolley) and the 

number of cyclists (both on and off the pavement).  

Their mission was to decide whether pavement space 

should be reduced to make way for a cycle lane on the 

road. Their initial investigation would seem to suggest 

that the pavement space is much needed !

In true Burhill style, year six are throwing themselves into mock SATs 

tests with positivity and calm. This is the second of three rounds of 

mocks, aimed at ensuring that the children are SATs ready for the real 

assessments in May this year.

A new cycle bikeability has begun for 

our year six children, with sessions 

taking place every afternoon, 

preparing them for safe and 

competent road cycling. The 

children are very excited to be 

gaining in independence on their 

journey towards year 7. 



Kate Brown
Acting Assistant Headteacher

Staff Spotlight

I first joined Burhill in September 2020 where I worked in Woodpecker class as a 
year 1 teacher and Key Stage 1 Phase Leader. Prior to this I worked in schools in 
Twickenham, Tooting and Thornton Heath.  During my time at these schools I 
was year group leader for 3 and 6, phase leader for year 4, 5 and 6 and most 
recently was leading year 2. Throughout my years of teaching I have also had the 
privilege of leading maths, reading, R.E and PSHE. I loved my PSHE role so much 
that I even became a specialist in the teaching of PSHE and received an 
accreditation from Roehampton University.

I am proud to be part of the Burhill team as it is a school which celebrates the whole child. It is a school 
which wants every child to be the best that they can be and strives for every child to have a broad and 
balanced curriculum. I still remember my first visit with Mrs Adams and I just felt at home. Despite all the 
uncertainty of a looming lockdown, the school operated at its very best and all of the children and staff 
were so happy and enthusiastic to be in the building. Having worked at the school for over a year now, I 
can say that I am prouder than ever to be part of the Burhill team and feel so lucky that I work with such 
amazing children and staff. Every day brings so many positives and I genuinely look forward to walking 
through the door to see the children, teach our newly developed curriculum and to support the team to be 
its very best. I love those unplanned teaching moments, hearing about the children’s passions and learning 
from the children’s inquisitive nature.

I currently have a range of roles and responsibilities which includes leading reading and phonics, leading 
KS1 and supporting the EYFS team. I help to develop teaching and learning across the school and work with 
staff to ensure that we continue to be child centred and help every child to be the best that they can be. 
My range of roles mean that I get to work across the school, get to know different year groups and 
develop the reading and phonics curriculum.  A typical day will include teaching in Key Stage 1, monitoring 
and supporting the implementation of our developed curriculum, holding assemblies and even meeting 
with pupils so that their voices are being heard.  You may need to contact me if you would like to talk 
about your child in Key Stage 1 or if you have a specific question about our phonics or reading scheme. You 
can often find me on the playground before or after school where I am happy to have a quick catch up, 
you can send me an email or we can arrange a meeting via Teams or face to face. The parent – school 
partnership is extremely important to me and I will always find time in my day to meet to develop these 
relationships.

Away from school I enjoy spending time with my own family and friends. My family and I love to be out 
and about, going on our own adventures and spending time in a soft play… or two. We love a trip on the 
train to explore London and looking at the skyline and learn about the buildings. One of our favourite 
places in London is the Tower of London. There is something so exciting about walking around a building 
with such a varied history and of course being close to the Crown Jewels.   I love reading and can often be 
found curled up with a book. I am also partial to a visit to some of our independent book shops. My 
favourite books are murder mysteries, young adult books as well as sharing my children’s favourite 
books….. even if it does mean that we are reading it over and over again.  

Tell us something we don’t know about you
Something many do not know about me is my love of sharks. I am FASCINATED by them and ‘Shark Week’ 
is one of the highlights of my year. My love of sharks once took me scuba diving with Caribbean reef 
sharks. It was a once in a life time opportunity however, thanks to a rather large grouper fish, we had to 
evacuate due to the sharks going into attack mode! I love the shark tracker app where you can track 
hundreds of sharks which have been tagged as part of OCEARCH and learn more about their movement 
and migration patterns. 

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
To my younger self I would say to stop and breathe. Look for positives in every day, celebrate marvellous 
mistakes (as long as you try to learn from them) and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 



Please subscribe to our school calendar 
via our website. Please click here for 

further information. 

Tues 1st & Wed 
2nd Feb 2022

Parent Consultations

Mon 14th Feb 
– Fri 18th Feb 
2022

Half Term

24th March 
2022
- 6.30pm

Parent Forum

Fri 1st April
2022
- 1.30pm

End of Term

Thurs 19th

April 2022
Start of Summer Term

Thurs 21st 
April
- 9.00am

Parent Forum

Mon 2nd May Bank Holiday

2022/2023 Term Dates
Please note that our term dates 

and inset days for 2022/2023 are 
published on our website and can 

also be viewed here

February’s 
value will 
be 
HONESTY

School Lunches
Please remember to log-on to your 

Scopay account (www.scopay.com) to 
order your meal choices and/or to 

select that your child will be bringing 
in a packed lunch.  You can select 

options up to 30 days in advance and 
before midnight for the following day.  

The list is then set for the following 
day. Please click here for a copy of the 
current menu which can also be found 
on our website.  The options can also 

be viewed on the Scopay calendar 
where selections are made.

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board: December - January

1 Kamsi Partridges Y5

2 Frankie Ravens Y4

3 Luka Quails Y5

4 Stanley Magpies Y4

5 James Doves Y3

ATTENDANCE
January 2022: 90.4%

Target: 97%
Please ensure your child is in 
their classroom by 8:55am in 

time for registration. Thank you

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1224/term-dates
http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-Menu-3-Choice-Menu-Autumn-Winter-21-22.pdf?ts=1634123726657


As explained in the Autumn Parent Forum, we were busy fine-tuning our
curriculum last term.

The updated subject progression documents are now on the school
website. These list the intended objectives for every year group in every
subject. If you are interested in what is being taught in your child’s year
group, this is a good starting point.

If you log in to the parent section of our website, you can see we have
also updated the year group topic overviews for Years 1 to 6. On each of
the year group pages, you will now see a table detailing which topics are
being taught in each half term.

Finally, if your child is in KS1 or KS2, you should now have received
knowledge organisers for the topics being taught this half term. These
are also available on the year group pages of the website. These one
page documents list the facts that are being taught within the topics.
Your child also has a copy of these in class that they will refer to
throughout the half term. Any opportunities to discuss the content and
learn the vocabulary list will really support your child’s learning.

Our Burhill Curriculum

Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any 

reason, including illness, please 
report this on Studybugs before

9.30am.  This information is 
visible by both the office and 

class teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/pa
rents

Covid Government Website 
Links

To order lateral flow testing 
kits, click here

Please remember to report 
ALL lateral flow results via 

this link.  If the result is 
positive, please inform the 

school office and send  them 
the confirmation email you 

receive.

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


Uniform
We would like to remind all our families about our uniform expectations.  
We expect our children to wear full school uniform and school shoes.  
Looking and feeling smart, truly does set children up to be ready to 
learn!  Teachers will be checking that appropriate uniform is being worn  
in school and will be following up with parents if required.
Details on our required uniform can be found on our website. 
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Red Burhill sweatshirt and book bag available from AlleyCatz

White polo shirt

Children can wear dark coloured jogging bottoms

Grey school skirt/tunic is optional

Wellies (to be left in school)
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White polo shirt
P

E 
K

it
Burhill PE bag available from 
AlleyCatz

Burhill sweatshirt available from AlleyCatz Red Burhill PE t-shirt available from 
AlleyCatz

Grey pinafore dress, skirt, trousers or shorts 
available from any retailer

Red PE shorts available from any 
retailer

White or grey socks/red winter tights available 
from any retailer

Optional - Plain black jogging 
bottoms (for colder weather) 
available from any retailer

Sensible black school shoes available from any 
retailer

Trainers for outdoor PE (non-laced 
please until children can do their 
own laces)

Red and white checked school dress (worn in 
warmer weather only) available from any retailer

Bare feet for indoor PE

Optional - Burhill fleece available at AlleyCatz -
also available in showerproof version

Optional - Burhill cap - available from AlleyCatz

Burhill book bag available from AlleyCatz

Wellies – reception classes only (to be left in 
school)

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1210/uniform


Uniform continued
Please note that from after half term, all PE kit will be kept in school  
as we did previously, and children will change before PE lessons.  Please 
remember to bring in your child’s PE bag after half term with their kit 
and trainers to be kept in school. 

If you need any support acquiring uniform, please contact Mrs Pugh, our Home School Link 
Worker on apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk.  FoBS kindly manage our second hand uniform sales 
and can be emailed on burhilluniform@gmail.com.
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White school shirt or blouse (collar, suitable for a 
tie) available from any retailer

P
E 

K
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Burhill PE bag available from 
AlleyCatz

Burhill tie (either clip on or traditional) available 
from AlleyCatz

Burhill PE shirt - black and red 
available from AlleyCatz

Burhill V neck jumper available from AlleyCatz Red PE shorts available from any 
retailer

Grey pinafore dress, skirt, trousers or shorts 
available from any retailer

Optional – plain black jogging 
bottoms (for colder weather) 
available from any retailer

White or grey socks/red winter tights available 
from any retailer

Trainers for outdoor PE (non-laced 
please until children can do their 
own laces)

Sensible black school shoes available from any 
retailer

Bare feet for indoor PE

Optional - Burhill fleece available at AlleyCatz -
also available in showerproof version

Red and white checked school dress (worn in 
warmer weather only) available from any retailer

Optional - Burhill cap available from AlleyCatz

Optional - Burhill rucksack - from AlleyCatz

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:burhilluniform@gmail.com?subject=Uniform sales


https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836
PTA FoBS Website:

https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PARENT FORUMS: Please join us for the following Parent Forum sessions 
focussing on our school priorities listed above.  Further information will be 

sent before each meeting.

Thursday 24th

March 2022
6.30pm Main Hall Focus: Personal Development and 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Thursday 21st April 
2022

9:00am Main Hall Focus: Pupils Wellbeing Strategies –
Home & School

Thursday 7th July 
2022

2:00pm Teams All Priorities Review

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


ATTENDANCE
Why is it important for children not to miss school?

All parents want the best for their children and for them to get on well in life. Having a 
good education is important to ensure that they have the best opportunities in their adult 
life. They only get one chance at school, and your child’s future may be affected by not 
attending school regularly. The aim should be to attend 100% of the time.

If children do not attend school regularly they may:
 Struggle to keep up with school work.
 Miss out on the social side of school life. Poor attendance can affect children’s ability 

to make and keep friendships; a vital part of growing up.

Setting good attendance patterns from an early age, from nursery through primary school 
will also help your child later on in their life.

If you think you might need to take your child out of school, discuss the reasons with the 
school as soon as possible. Reasons such as family bereavement or taking part in an
agreed religious observance would be acceptable for short absences. Unacceptable 
reasons for missing school include family holidays, birthdays andshopping.
What about authorized absence?
There may be times when your child has to miss school because she or he is ill. This is to 
be expected and you should follow the school’s procedures for notifying illness.
Children may also have to attend a medical or dental appointment in school time. 
However, you should try to make routine appointments such as dental check-ups during 
the school holiday or after school hours. Any absence must be requested as far in advance 
as possible. Absences can only be authorized by the Head Teacher.

It is also important to arrive at school on time. Children must be in their classrooms for 

morning registration at 8:55am. If a child arrives late to school every day, their learning 

begins to suffer. Below is a graph showing how being late to school every day over a 

school year adds up to lost learning time over one academic year.



ATTENDANCE CONTINUED

With the exception of unauthorised leave of absence taken in term time, parents will be 
sent a formal warning of their liability to receive such a notice before it is issued

Attendance Monitoring
Attendance is monitored regularly to ensure support and guidance can be implemented 
early. Class teachers will inform parents if a child’s attendance drops below 95% and 
support offered if required. In the event that attendance drops below 90%, parents will 
receive a letter and a phone call from our Home School Link Worker offering additional 
support and guidance. In circumstances when poor attendance is linked to frequent 
illnesses, medical evidence for absences may be requested. In the event that attendance 
continues to drop, parents will be contacted and invited in for a meeting. 

What happens if your child does not attend school regularly?
Penalty Notices
The Education Welfare Service, acting on behalf of Surrey County Council may issue a 
Penalty Notice as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s 
unauthorised absence from school and requires the recipient to pay a fixed amount. The 
amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the 
notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If the Penalty Notice is not 
paid within 28 days, the Local Authority must prosecute the parent/carer for failing to 
ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.

Circumstances when a penalty notice may be issued:
Pupils identified by police and education welfare officers engaged on Truancy Patrols and 
who have incurred unauthorised absences. The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st September 2013 states that 
Head teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher is required to determine the number of 
school days a child can be away from school if leave is granted. 

Where a child is taken out of school for 5 days or more and the ‘leave of absence’ is 
without the authority of the head teacher, each parent could potentially receive a 
penalty notice for each child who is absent. In these circumstances, a warning will not be 
given where it can be shown that parents had previously been warned (e.g. through a 
newsletter) that such absences would not be authorised and that they might incur a 
Penalty Notice if the leave of absence is taken. A link to the full attendance policy will be 
circulated to all parents in September 2021 and a reminder will be circulated to parents 
via the Burhill Newsletter on a termly basis. 



The issue of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where there are unauthorised
absences or late arrival after the close of registration, on 7 occasions in any six week 
period (not including school closures). The parents’ failure to engage with supportive 
measures proposed by the school or Education Welfare will be a factor when considering 
the issue of a Penalty Notice. Unauthorised absence will include late arrival after the close 
of registration without good reason. 

What can you do to help?
 If you suspect that your child may be missing school or is unhappy at school 

you should contact the school as soon as possible so that you can work with
them to resolve any difficulties.

 If your child is ill or absent for any other reasons, contact the school by 9:30am 
via Studybugs. https://studybugs.com/about/parents

 Follow the schools’ procedures for notifying absence, and always let the school 
know of any days that your child is unable to attend.

 Make sure your child arrives at school on time.
 Take an interest in your child’s education. Ask them about their dayand praise 

and encourage their achievements at school.

What can the school do to help?
Some parents may be finding it difficult to ensure that their child attends school regularly.
If this is the case, please speak to Mrs Pugh, the Home School Link Worker, as soon as 
possible so that the situation can be addressed. You can contact her via email at: 
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

ATTENDANCE CONTINUED

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://studybugs.com/
https://studybugs.com/


Communicating with your Teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Storytelling through history

Join us at Cecil Hepworth 

Playhouse, Hurst Grove, Walton-on-

Thames KT12 1AT on Tuesday 15 

and Wednesday 16 February -

11am to 12pm and 1pm to 2pm.

Booking essential at: 

elmbridgemuseum.org.uk/events/stor

ytelling. £5 per child. 

https://elmbridgemuseum.org.uk/events/storytelling/


BURHILL BABY NEWS!

We are delighted to share with
you that Jess Walden welcomed
little Ava Grace on 20th December,
weighing a very healthy 9lb
6oz. Congratulations to Jess,
James and her lovely family.

Lousie McLaughlin has also
welcomed a little baby girl.
Dorothy Rose Griffith McLaughlin
arrived on 8th January, weighing
8lb10oz. Congratualtions to Louise
and Sean!

We look forward to meeting little
Ava and Dorothy very soon.

Join us at Cecil 

Hepworth Playhouse

Hurst Grove, Walton-

on-Thames KT12 1AT 

on 

Tuesday 15 and 

Wednesday 16

February 2022 

from 10am to 3pm.

Fun arts and crafts, games and wide choice of play equipment to keep 

children of all ages entertained. 

Free entry. No booking required. Just turn up! 



Click here to view the latest Families 
Magazine

HERSHAM LIBRARY: Harry Potter Book Night We're celebrating 25 years of Harry Potter! Test your wizarding 
knowledge in the Magical Journeys Quiz - a prize awaits the winner! Are you a Superfan? Stick around for the 
Bonus Quiz! There will also be a portkey hunt and other Hogwarts fun! Dress up as your
favourite character, if you like, and bring in any Potter-themed artwork you've created –
we'd love to make a display.

Please sign up at the desk in advance or email hersham.library@surreycc.gov.uk
Date: Thursday 3 February | Time: 3.30 pm (Quiz begins at 3.45)

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesjanfeb2022_4eb309669bb78c?fr=sOWZlMTQ1ODMxMTM
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesjanfeb2022_4eb309669bb78c?fr=sOWZlMTQ1ODMxMTM
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesjanfeb2022_4eb309669bb78c?fr=sOWZlMTQ1ODMxMTM
mailto:hersham.library@surreycc.gov.uk




Please click here to view the enlarged document

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/282121/A4-COVID-Flow-chart_Primary_v7.pdf

