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This has been a special month for our Year 6 children, who will be leaving Burhill to transition to secondary 
school.  The celebrations started with a production, Hoodwinked, a modern version of Robin Hood.  Our talented 
Year 6 children performed to the school and finished with an evening performance to all of the parents.  It was 
wonderful to bring this event back after many disruptive years due to COVID.  The children were then treated to 
a leavers festival, organised by our very dedicated FoBS year 6 leavers committee.  This spectacular event, that 
took many months of hard work and preparation to organise by the parents, allowed the children to enjoy a 
party to remember with all of their friends.  There will be one final celebration for the children and parents on 
Friday, where we will come together for our leavers service in school. We are so proud of this year group who, 
like many, have missed out on so many things but have demonstrated great resilience. They are now all ready to 
transition to secondary school.  

There is so much to look forward to in the new year ahead but we will be sad to be saying goodbye to some of 
our staff this year. The lovely Mrs Michelle Hinsley, our Assistant Head teacher and Wrens class teacher, will be 
leaving us this year.  Mrs Hinsley has supported many children and families across the school, and has been 
involved in organising key events such as Young Voices and our residential trips for KS2.  Mr Luke Routley will 
also be leaving us at the end of the summer term.  Luke joined part way through the year 3 years ago, and came 
from a secondary English teaching background.  He has taken on a leading role over the last few years, 
developing our reading and writing curriculum.  Luke will be returning to be a secondary English teacher in 
September.  We are very grateful that he has raised an awareness for the love of reading and will miss his 
passion for writing. We are also saying goodbye to our wonderful Mrs Andie Sear who will be taking on a new 
role in a local setting, developing her skills as a forest school teacher. Andie joined the Burhill team 3 years ago, 
and has been a EYFS, KS1 and KS2 class teacher and lead on a variety of subjects across the school.  Miss 
Christine Philpot, Swans class teacher, will also be leaving us at the end of the term. We have been very grateful 
to have her working with us, supporting the children in Swans class. Our final goodbyes are to Mrs Kim Bax and 
Ms Cara Paladorio, who have supported our children in KS2.  Cara will be returning to her previous role and Kim 
is moving to another local school and will continue to work with children.  We wish them all the best of luck. 

Whilst we are sorry to see these staff go, we are also delighted to be welcoming new staff to our team.
We welcome the following new teachers;
Miss Megan Price - Doves class teacher
Mrs Ella-Harrup-Smith - Falcons class teacher 
Mr Tom King - Pheasants class teacher 
The summer holidays will be a time to rest and relax for most of our staff, but will also be a very exciting time for 
Miss Leeds, Ravens class teacher.  I am delighted to announce that she will be getting married in July and will 
return to school as Mrs Purcell.  We wish Sophie and her husband to be Andy a wonderful wedding day. 

I would like to take this opportunity again to thank all of the Burhill team, the Board of Governors, Friends of 
Burhill and the wider school community for all of your support, kindness and flexibility over the last year.  We 
have continued to navigate through COVID times, and the hot weather this week.  I am proud of how well we 
have all worked together to support our children and families and look forward to continuing 
to work with all of you next year. 

I hope you all have restful and relaxing summer and enjoy making some family memories.  
We all look forward to welcoming you back to school in September. 

Mrs Gemma Adams



‘Whatever next’ was the theme as we cared for pupa, observing the stages of 
the transformation into butterflies which did not disappoint. We released the 
butterflies into the sunny weather with some lingering as they enjoyed the 
attention and food on offer from the children. The term ended with a Bug Ball 
as the children donned head pieces of their favourite insects while enjoying 
butterfly cakes freshly baked for the occasion!

The 'Everywhere Bear' visited the homes of children as part of our well-being 
approach to support children through transitions. It was a huge success in 
engaging the children in books and writing as they proudly shared their 
adventures with their classmates before taking it to meet their new teacher 
in Year 1.

Nursery children came across to Reception to plant seeds that they can 
nurture and watch grow throughout the new academic year! Although the 
weather was hot outside, the children stayed cool with their 'Under the Sea' 
theme. Following the children's interests in sea creatures, they learned about 
whales and what they need to survive. The story of 'Storm Whale' provoked 
lots of talk about the coast and what it looks like. Seaside listening games 
enabled the children to imagine being beside the sea. Songs and rhymes such 
as 'I do like to be beside the seaside' gave the children inspiration for the 
summer holidays!

Year Group News
Nursery & Reception



In Year 1, we have been immersing ourselves in a new text ‘Those 

Magnificent Sheep in their Flying Machine.’ At the beginning of the 

month we discovered a crash site where the children made predictions 

about what they thought might have happened. Most of the children 

thought there had been a vehicle that had crashed including helicopters 

and planes. The children also thought of questions they had about what 

they discovered. The children then used micro drama to act out the 

beginning of the story before writing it in their own words. 

We are very proud of the Year 1 children and their dedication to learning 

this year. We wish them all every success in Year 2. 

Year Group News
Year 1



Year Group News
Year 2

July, what a scorcher! The weather this month has really helped 

our discussions about our ‘Come Rain or Shine’ topic.

In English, we finished our Anna Hibiscus text by writing in first 

person as if we were Anna communicating with her Auntie 

Comfort who lives in America. We have really enjoyed this text 

and have loved learning about Kenya and Nairobi alongside this.

In maths we have been very hands on with our measurement 

unit. We enjoyed measuring mystery bags to work out their mass 

as well as cooling  down from the heat by measuring the capacity 

and volume of containers. We investigated the temperature 

around school as well as researching global temperatures, 

recording them and comparing them to our own.

As part of our RE unit, we had a visit from a humanist who talked 

to us about what is important to them. We used this, alongside 

our discussions on Christianity and Islam, to be able to answer the 

big question ‘Is prayer important to everyone?’. We also finished 

our plant investigation and found that the plant that was missing 

sunlight was the plant that grew the best (after the plant that had 

water, sunlight and the right temperature of course). We have 

used physical and digital maps to compare and contrast the 

Hersham to Nairobi.

This month has been the turn of Swans and Herons to attend a 
mini Olympics at Cleves school. Both class teams were excellent 
ambassadors for Burhill, showing great sportsmanship. Everyone 
tried their best and the team spirit was incredible. I’m sure many 
a sore voice was felt that weekend after all the cheering! An 
added bonus was that the teams came in 1st and 2nd place, with 
Herons securing the winner’s trophy! Congratulations to all teams 
and schools involved! 

After having a great year in Year 2, we have also had to prepare 
for meeting our new teachers and preparing to say goodbye to 
our current teachers. It was really exciting getting to be in our 
new classrooms and seeing all the differences that happen in KS2. 
We enjoyed going to the church for our summer service and it 
was so lovely to have so many adults there celebrating with us! 
We are looking forward to the summer holidays ahead and our 
next adventure in year 3!
Thank you for your constant support and have a great summer 
break!



Wow. What a year!  It seems like only yesterday we were welcoming the 
children into Year 3.  For our final newsletter we would like to share with you 
some of the children’s quotes from this year.

“I really liked the year 3 sleepover because we got to play games, listened to 
stories and sleep next to my friends.” Annabel

“I enjoyed the sleepover because we were able to go to forest school and play 
games.” Sam

“I liked the transition morning with our new teacher as we got to play games 
and get to know them.” Kaima

“My favourite thing about year 3 was mini Olympics. It was so fun taking part 
and it doesn’t matter if you win or not at least you take part in it.” Sofia

“My favourite thing about year 3 was the mini Olympics even though we lost. 
It was AMAZING.” Lizzie

“My favourite thing about year 3 was Egyptian Day because we had a visitor 
and she knew lots of things about the Egyptians and she showed us 

mummification.” Faith

“I liked my teacher, all the fun activities like Stone Age day and Egyptian Day, 
the sleepover ad learning.” Alessandra

“I enjoyed making new friends and Egyptian Day.” Ethan

“I loved the year 3 sleepover and the micro bits. I love Wrens.” Scarlett

“My favourite part of year 3 was World Book Day when we dressed up.” Jack

“My favourite things about year 3 were the SOLD day, team building and the 
sleepover.” Eva

Happy summer holidays!

Year Group News
Year 3



Well, we have done it. Year 4 have made it through the year having done so much. 
We have had a wealth of enriching learning experiences through the year and have 
loved every minute of the journey we have been on together. The Year 4 team would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and are sure your children 
will continue to thrive as they make the transition to Year 5.

Our final month has seen us complete our reading of "Varjak Paw." The children have 
loved the story of the feline hero. They can now read the sequel "The Outlaw Varjak
Paw" during their well earned summer break. They have written newspaper articles, 
diary entries, non- chronological reports and persuasive speeches inspired by the 
story. In maths, we have finished our work on the properties of shapes and 
coordinates.

The children have had great fun learning all about electricity in science. They 
particularly enjoyed making circuits and creating static electricity using tissue paper 
and wool. There was even some fun to be had with balloons rubbed on heads! In 
design and technology, the children put into practice their knowledge of circuits by 
creating light up signs welcoming Year 3 to Year 4. We are sure you will agree that 
these look great and have lovely messages!

Year Group News
Year 4



Year 5 have had a wonderful final 
month of the school year. We 
have really enjoyed reading more 
of Tom’s Midnight Garden and 
writing some creative kenning 
poems about the different 
settings in the book. We also 
performed these to our peers like 
real poets! Our textiles project 
has been great fun, we have 
finished making our own camping 
pillows, finishing these by adding 
further embellishments as well as 
buttons, pockets and cross stitch 
designs. We have learnt how to 
add audio to our multimedia 
PowerPoints all about space and 
evaluated all the different 
features we have learnt how to 
add to make our PowerPoint 
informative and interesting. 
Finally, we loved creating some 
'6' themed art in forest school as 
part of our transition into this 
year group! 

We are very proud of all of the 
Year 5 children this half term as 
they prepare themselves for the 
final year of their Burhill 
adventure. We wish them all the 
very best in Year 6 and can’t wait 
to see what they achieve!

Year Group News
Year 5



Year 6 have had a fantastic, busy month
and have well and truly shown off their
incredible talents. The children loved
having an audience for ‘Hoodwinked’
and it was incredible watching them
act, sing, dance, juggle and even get
pied in the face! The last month has
been full of rehearsals, after-school
drama clubs and watching the children
encourage one another. We are so
proud to have watched the children
step out of their comfort zones, take a
risk and discover a new found love of
performing and we hope this is
something they continue to develop at
secondary school.

During their final week of primary
school, nerves, excitement and
determination fill each classroom. We
have continued to use SmartMoves to
explore scenarios and top tips for
secondary school transition and were
visited by current Year 7 students. The
Year 7 students were able to give
relevant and helpful advice to the
children and there was opportunity for
the children to ask any questions. We
are so proud of how far every child has
come and will miss their enthusiasm,
sense of humour and all-round fantastic
personalities. They are kind, hard-
working, resilient children and we are
certain that they are ready for their
next step in their journey.

Year Group News
Year 6



The Dolby Resilience Award 
2022
Award winner for 2022: James Paul - Quails Class

Firstly I’d like to start with the definition of resilience (as 
not only is it a value that we focus on a lot at Burhill but 
one that James has a lot of no matter what he’s doing!).  
Resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from 
difficulties. James has come up against lots of challenge 
across his time at Burhill but never gives up and always 
approaches activities with a smile and with a keen 
interest in whoever is completing the activity with him.

I think everyone here at Burhill could not agree more when I say that James 
is so well deserving of this award. When Miss Potterell and Miss Evans started 
to think about which of his qualities in particular they could highlight and 
celebrate with you all they were truly spoilt for choice.

James is positive. He approaches everything he does with a can do attitude, 
and a smile on his face and often a cheeky giggle too.

James is relentless with his approach to his learning and therapies. His 
determination to work hard and please others is always admirable.

James is honest, which, in turn, leads him to be fantastic to teach and spend 
time with as a friend.

James is curious, always taking a keen interest in the people around him in 
particular. His inquisitive, but also extremely caring 
nature, is noticed by all adults and peers at Burhill on a
regular basis.

It is these qualities, and many more, that lead to James
being one of the most resilient students we have ever 
had in our school community, and so very deserving of
this award.

From all of Team James and the wider school staff at 
Burhill, a huge well done to James!



Georgia Quinnen
Teaching Assistant, Doves

Staff Spotlight

I have worked at Burhill since September 2019, prior to joining 
I had worked at a local secondary school for 3 years as an ELSA 
(Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) within a student support
centre, open to children from year 7 to year 13.

My role at Burhill is a Teaching Assistant in the morning and an 
ELSA in the afternoons. 

Since working at Burhill I spent my first two years in Year 5, 
firstly working in Quails and then the following year in
Partridges. This year I am in Year 3 with Doves Class. I have loved working both with 
children in upper key stage 2 and now lower key stage 2. This has given me the 
opportunity to develop my skills and solidified my aspiration to become a teacher 
myself in the future.

I was first attracted to Burhill due to the exciting and welcoming atmosphere that I 
received when I first visited. I was also passionate about working with a younger 
age group of children than I was used to and giving myself a challenge and starting 
something new, which is always exciting! 

My job entails supporting children in the classroom within my TA role, ensuring all 
children feel supported and able to learn, I enjoy listening to the children read daily 
and watching their progress. Within my role as an ELSA, my job is to provide 
children with the skills and tools in order to be able to feel comfortable with 
managing their emotions and building their resilience. This is something I am 
extremely passionate about and enjoy supporting and building up children’s ability 
to openly speak and communicate about feelings and emotions. 

When I’m not at work I enjoy spending time with my friends and family and going 
on holidays. I also enjoy exploring different places, going to the theatre and to 
concerts.

Tell us something we don’t know about you

Something people may not know about me is I am currently studying at university 
alongside working at Burhill. I am halfway through completing a 4-year degree in 
Primary Education, with two years until I graduate and can become a teacher. This is 
something I am extremely excited about and dedicated to achieving.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 

Don’t worry about things and focus on being in the moment and enjoying yourself. 
Also make sure to take every opportunity available. But most of all, have fun!



Lisa Yarwood
Vice Chair of Governors

Governor Spotlight

I was invited to join the board of Governors about 4 years ago and sat 
on my first FGB in November 2018. I was appointed as vice chair in 2020. 
I have always had an interest in safeguarding children and volunteered 
to be the lead on this when the excellent previous incumbent left the 
board. I also hold responsibility for ensuring that the other members of 
the board receive and conduct the appropriate training required. 
Training is ongoing and frequent as changes and updates are always 
occurring. I am lucky to work with such a great team on the board, all of
whom have various different professional backgrounds that 
complement our roles.

I have worked in the public sector for over 20 years and my current role involves training, 
assessing and regulation. I have found this job particularly useful in my role as a governor. 
The governing body is responsible for holding the headteacher to account. Whilst we have a 
strategic role it is our job to ask probing questions and ensure that answers are backed up 
with evidence. We fact check regularly and by conducting monitoring visits, speaking to staff 
and children we ensure that the school is performing in line with our vision and values.

Being on the board is probably the most rewarding role I have ever undertaken, apart from 
being a mum. The role requires a great commitment in terms of time as when we are not in 
meetings or monitoring visits we are training and always seeking ways to improve. All 
governors are volunteers and take part in this role alongside our careers. There is often a lot 
of juggling between being a mum, work and sitting on the board. I am very fortunate to 
have an understanding boss and husband!!

I am incredibly proud of the school and the staff who work theree. It is delightful to have 
been allowed back into school now that Covid restrictions have been lifted. The children are 
always a joy to talk to. I love sitting in on the occasional lesson and watching how the staff 
engage with the children and make learning fun. Everybody at the school (teachers, support 
staff, office staff, governors, all the volunteers in FoBs and senior leaders) absolutely have 
what is best for the children at the centre of everything they do.

I have a daughter at Burhill, who at the time of writing this, has just 7 school days left before 
heading off to “big” school. She has been at Burhill since Nursey days where she (and I) 
received the best possible start to her schooling. The warmth and affection she received in 
those formative early years were what inspired me to want to be part of this amazing school 
and give a little something back. It is nice to know that even though she has completed 8 
years at Burhill, I will still have an involvement with the school when she has moved on.

Tell us something we don’t know about you?
One night a week you can find me hanging upside from an aerial hoop (think the circus). It is 
a passion I discovered about a year ago.

What would you tell your primary school self?
Don’t be afraid to try new things, you might surprise yourself, you are more resilient than 
you think.



Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any 

reason, including illness, 
please report this on 

Studybugs before 9.30am.  
This information is visible by 
the office and class teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/
parents

Communicating with your Teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Our value for September will 
be Belonging

Please subscribe to our school calendar via 

our website. Please click here for further 

information. 

Fri, 22nd July,

1.30pm
End of  Summer Term

Thurs 1st & Fri 

2nd Sept
INSET Days

Mon 5th Sept

Y1 – Y6 children return 

to school (individual 

start dates for nursery 

and reception)

9am: New Reception 

parents coffee

Fri 16th Sept, 

9am

FoBS Meeting 

(Inclusion Suite)

Thurs, 6th Oct, 
7pm

FoBS AGM

21st Oct, 9am
FoBS Meeting 

(Inclusion Suite)

Mon 24th - Fri 

28th Oct
Half  Term

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar


Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

Email: apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.

co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding Contact Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

School Lunches -
September

Surrey County Council have 
informed us that the cost of school 
meals will increase from £2.45 to 

£2.60 from September. Please 
remember to log-on to your Scopay
account (www.scopay.com) before 

term starts to order your meal 
choices and/or to select that your 
child will be bringing in a packed 

lunch.  You can select options up to 
30 days in advance and before 

midnight for the following day.  The 
list is then set for the following day. 

Please click here for a copy of the 
menu which can also be found on 

our website.  Meal options can also 
be viewed on the Scopay calendar 

where selections are made.

Please click here to read 
our Uniform Policy which is 
listed on our website on 
the Policies page

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-3-choice-menu-Spring-Summer-2022--1.pdf?t=1648207006?ts=1648207006
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Uniform-Policy-2022.pdf?t=1658307239


SCHOOL ABSENCES – PENALTY NOTICES

A reminder to parents/carers that if they 

take their children out of school without 

authority for 5 or more days (which do not 

have to be consecutive), they will be liable 

to receive a penalty notice. Currently the 

amount payable under a penalty notice is 

£60.00 per parent/carer per child if paid 

within 21 days.  Thereafter the amount 

increases to £120.00 if paid between 21 

and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains 

unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority 

will consider a prosecution in the 

Magistrates Court. Please note that penalty 

notices are issued per parent/carer per 

child so a family of two parents and two 

children will receive 4 penalty notices.

Please click here to view the letter to 

parents from Surrey County Council 

regarding Penalty Notices as well as the 

Application form for leave of absence for 

exceptional circumstances

Updated Privacy 
Notices

Please be aware that 
our Data Protection 
policies and privacy 
notices have been 

updated and are listed 
on our website.
Please see the 
following link:

https://www.burhill.s
urrey.sch.uk/1220/gd

pr
Thank you

Parent Carer Survey 

and Surrey Schools 
SEND Survey

SCC is conducting a survey to inform the Additional 

Needs and Disabilities Partnership Self Evaluation.

Feedback is welcomed from parents and carers via 

the Parents’ Voices Matters Survey:

https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/parentsvoices

The survey runs until the 31st July – we look forward 

to hearing your voices!

For queries relating to Parents’ Voices Matter, please 

email: parentsvoicesmatter@surreycc.gov.uk

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board: June

1 Kamsi Partridges Y5

2 Frankie Ravens Y4

3 Luka Quails Y5

4 Joseph Doves Y3

5 Stanley Magpies Y4

https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PARENT-LETTER-FROM-SCHOOL-SCC.pdf?ts=1655895991584
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Application-for-Leave-of-Absence-Form.pdf?ts=1655895661828
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1220/gdpr
https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/parentsvoices
mailto:parentsvoicesmatter@surreycc.gov.uk


Please see the following link for lots of 
parent information, including:

• Helping your Child Manage Anxiety
• Helping Your Teenager Manage 

Anxiety
• Exploring Behaviour Strategies
• Understanding Children's Behaviour
• Building Children's Resilience
• Developing Children's Self Esteem

Family Learning for parents and carers -
Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk)

Hope Service is a virtual Parents 
and Carers Group is a virtual 

support group for parents and 
carers currently offered via 

Microsoft Teams. A safe space 
to share experiences, 

encourage and support each 
other, providing contacts, 

workshops and advice. Please 
see their leaflet and website:

The Hope Service – Hope 
Service, Surrey

THANK YOU!!

This week, 
Weybridge Men in 
Sheds installed two 
handmade mini 
libraries on the 
school grounds. 
One is at the 
children’s entrance 
to school and will 
be operating for 
children to borrow 
and donate books 
from September. 
The other is in our 
forest school area.

We are very grateful 
for their handiwork 
and cannot wait to 
use them!

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses/family-learning
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parents-and-Carers-Group-virtual-leaflet.pdf?ts=1658223985171
http://www.hopeservice.org.uk/


https://bit.ly/Raring2goEsherWeybridgeSummer2022




https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/uponthames_7bbbeaabdb04f7?fr=sNGZhYjUxODAwNDY




Attention: Horse Riders!

To complement the vast number of 
sports that Burhill children participate in, 
we are very excited to announce that 
from September, we will be affiliated 
with NSEA (National Schools Equestrian 
Association). This is a great opportunity 
for any equestrians to join the school's 
riding team and compete in inter-school 
equestrian competitions throughout the 
country. Disciplines include Dressage, 
Show Jumping, Arena Eventing, One Day 
Events, Hunter Trials, Eventer's 
Challenge and Grass Roots 
competitions. If you have any questions, 
please contact Mr Whishaw.



Wishing all our families 
a very Happy Summer 

Holiday!

Love from 
all the staff at Burhill

Please click here to view the full issue

https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SYC-Our-Life-Junior-Newsletter-Summer-2022.pdf?ts=1657879352941

