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June has been a mixed month, with scorching sunshine and stormy skies, as well 
as a combination of in school teaching and bubbles closures. The staff and 
children have once again adapted brilliantly and we are very proud of their 
resilience. 

The warmer weather brought with it lots of learning about nature, with mini-
beast projects and plants being grown. Many classes have also been enjoying the 
den building tasks as part of a whole school DT project ‘Dengineer’. The structure 
of these dens became ever more important with the wetter weather.

Sports Days were a wonderful experience for the children. They tried their 
hardest and supported one another really well. Thank you to Burhill FoBS for 
providing the much enjoyed ice lollies to mark the end of each Sports Day. Key 
Stage Two have also taken part in exciting outdoor challenges, such as 
orienteering and rock climbing, through experience days with Surrey Outdoor 
Learning. They were incredibly brave and worked well as a team.

The teachers used the two June INSET days to prepare for the coming year and 
we have lots of exciting learning opportunities planned. Whilst we have had to 
postpone the transition morning due to bubble closures, we are busy starting to 
prepare our children for their move to the next year group. Year 6 have been 
working alongside the local secondary schools and have met virtually with ex-
students to talk about their experiences of this transition. Those remaining at 
Burhill have all received a video from their new teacher and we will ensure the 
transition learning continues in the remaining weeks of term.

With our bubbles reducing in size to class bubbles once more, we are hoping that 
we can avoid mass isolation of year groups. Please continue to social 
distance whilst on site and I hope you all remain safe.

Mrs Gemma Adams



Year Group News

Nursery

Why Do Ladybirds Have Spots?

This is the key question Nursery have been 
exploring this half term whilst investigation 
insects and minibeasts. We began our topic 
by becoming explorers and going on a minibeast hunt in the 
school grounds. We found such a variety and the children 
were able to identify the differences and similarities between 
the ones they found. We have also used quality texts to 
engage the children, including ‘What The Ladybird Heard’, ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘Yucky Worms’. Some very small and 
hungry caterpillars arrived in the nursery last week. The 
children were very excited to observe them and are keen to 
see the changes they will go through this half term. We will be 
taking a visit to the school apiary soon where we will be 
learning some interesting facts about bees.



Year Group News

Reception

This month we have been
focussing on the curious and
fascinating world of creepy
crawlies and winged wonders that
we know as minibeasts. The
children are now familiar with
information books which they use
to research new facts, often while
they are busily discovering living
insects in our gardens.

Well-loved story books such as
'Superworm', 'What the Ladybird
Heard on Holiday' and 'Spider
Diaries' have endless learning
opportunities for speaking and
listening, writing, and imaginative
play. Using playdough and arts and
craft materials, the children have
created and explored
mathematical concepts in
investigating the patterns and
colours of minibeasts, as well, of
course, as counting the legs, spots
and stripes each one has. We will
shortly receive a batch of butterfly
eggs to look after and study as
they grow from caterpillar to
butterfly.



Year Group News

Year 1

Year 1 have had another brilliant month learning across a range of subjects. 
The children have really enjoyed 'The Fox and the Star' where they wrote 
predictions, descriptions, an ode and a very emotive diary entry.

We have designed and built our own miniature playgrounds in DT thinking 
carefully about how to fix our structures together without them falling down. 
They have amazed us with their creativity and skill.

We had a very hot, energetic sports day where the children showed drive, 
determination and compassion for each other. It was fantastic to see how far 
they have come with their skills.

We have started our new topic 'Memory Box' by having a teddy bear's picnic 
after sports day. We will be discovering the history behind the teddy bear and 
different toys.



Year Group News

Year 2
June has seen the start of our Year 2’s new topic, ‘Wriggle and 

Crawl’. The children started the month with a special delivery of 

caterpillars. Each class has been watching closely for changes to 

the caterpillars so we are able to observe its lifecycle. The children 

have enjoyed watching the caterpillars making webs and shedding 

their exoskeletons.  One of our most exciting moments was our 

special visit to Hersham Riverside. The children used their 

knowledge of minibeasts to identify different creatures and then 

transferred these skills to create flowcharts for classification. 

The children wrote some fantastic recounts of the day. Below is 

one written by Abi in Swans:

Our Minibeast Hunt

On Tuesday 15th June, when I came in to school, I had already found a green dock 

beetle. Everyone was really interested because it had a shiny, green shell. After break 

time, the whole of Year 2, went to Hersham Riverside to identify different species of 

minibeasts. Everybody walked there. We were put into groups of 3 and we had a 

clipboard, a pencil, a bug collecting pot and a magnifying glass.

First of all, we went down towards the river to a wooded area and in some woods, we 

found lots of woodlice and some spiders. Some other people found some snails which 

have a exoskeleton called a shell in this case. The shells had some beautiful patterns. 

Interestingly, the snails were in the reeds where it was damp to help their moisture levels 

(making them very slippery). 

After that, we went to the tree area. We found lots of woodlice and 1 grasshopper. 

Another group had found a 14 spot ladybird which was yellow! 1 more group found a 

green, orange and black hairy caterpillar. The hairs looked like whiskers. Later, we went 

to the long grass and I found a red grasshopper. When Miss Russell was ringing the 

bells, a spittle bug landed on me. 

At last, we got to the pond and we saw a beautiful blue dragonfly, fluttering around the 

bushes. I also saw a diving beetle in the water. When I looked in the pond, there were 

millions of slippery, wiggly tadpoles. I caught one. My favourite part was seeing all the 

dragonflies around the late in the woodland area. They were very pretty.

We recorded how many of each minibeast we found using tally 

charts and in maths, we have been transferring that data into 

pictograms with different scales and block diagrams. In English, the 

children have completed their versions of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 

Everyone has been blown away with the variety of adjectives, 

adverbs and sentence starters the children have used in their 

stories. 



Year Group News

Year 3
This June, Year 3 have had a fabulous time, from
starting our half term with an Ancient Greek Day to
learning how to play the recorder. Sports Day was a
great success with all children joining in and
cheering each other on. They showed wonderful
resilience and cooperation throughout. We have
continued to enjoy the new Forest School area. In
English we have been hooked on the myths from
Ancient Greece and have been inspired to write our

very own. We hope to share these in an
open air performance to other classes. In
history, we have explored chronology,
finding out about life in Ancient Athens and
are amazed at how much the Ancient
Greeks have impacted our lives today. After
researching some different gods and
monsters, we used clay to create our own
gruesome sculpture and Google Slides to
create a presentation of our findings. We
are looking forward to continuing to learn
more about the Ancient Greeks this term, as
well as beginning a very exciting DT project!



Year Group News

Year 4

Year 4 have had an amazing June with lots of wonderful outdoor learning
experiences now that the sun is shining more often.

We have enjoyed using the Forest School area to start to design and plan a den
as a class as part of our DT 'Dengineer' project. We have enjoyed using nature to
create wonderful Father's Day cards as part of our art lessons. Sports day was a
huge success for all the children in Year 4. They all showed great resilience,
persistence and courage whilst competing as part of their house team. Our
Ancient Antic topic has intrigued Year 4, receiving a box of artefacts from the
Roman period inspired us to find out more. We have loved learning more about
the Roman timeline as well as about the lives of Roman gladiators. In English, we
have started reading our next text 'Arthur and the Golden Rope' which has
provided lots of opportunities for persuasive writing. Year 4 have enjoyed
writing letters, as well as scripts, to persuade members of the public to holiday in
Iceland as this is a setting discussed in the text. We are looking forward to
continuing to learn more about the Romans this term, as well as completing our
'Dengineer' project!



Year 5

Year Group News

In Year 5 we have been extremely busy this month. We have enjoyed our 
new topic of the “allotment” and have been learning all about the 
environment. In English, we have been reading “The Last Wild”, which is 
set in a dystopian future where all the animals and crops have gone. We 
have created a persuasive advert for Spectrum Hall, written a news report 
about the virus and crafted diary entries as Kester. In maths, we have been 
working on geometry. We have looked at how to plot coordinates and 
draw lines of symmetry. In art, we have created some beautiful realistic 
images of cut fruit, demonstrating observational drawing and painting 
skills. We have learnt about flower reproduction and conducted an 
experiment on biodegradable materials as part of our science work.
This month has also seen the children participate in sports day. Everyone 
took part and tried their absolute best. It was a very hot day and the ice 
lolly at the end was much needed. Our Surrey Outdoor Learning 
Development day took place in the same week. Despite the rain and tough 
conditions, the children took part in a range of enriching activities. They 
had to problem solve and work as a team whilst orienteering, climbing and 
taking part in a variety of team building activities.



Year Group News

Year 6

This month has been an action-packed month for our Year 6 children. Last week, 

under the blistering Hersham sun, they ran, jumped and threw their way into the 

Burhill record books. The upper key stage two crowd was on its feet for the breath-

taking relay races, which finished the morning’s activities. 

Another highlight has been the drama workshop with Michael Shilling, a former 

actor who visits schools working on a variety of themes. Our current theme is ‘Hola

Mexico’ and his work on the Aztecs fitted in perfectly with that. The children were 

totally immersed in another world. Michael drew them away from Burhill, away 

from Year Six, and into the actions and activities of others. They began somewhat 

tentatively, but were gradually able to lose some of their inhibitions and become 

someone else. At a time when they are thinking about transition to secondary 

school, and leaving behind the Burhill environment that they feel so comfortable 

in, it was inspiring to see them taking risks and going outside their comfort zone. 

And all this with the added bonus of having learned about the Aztecs! 



Louise Goreham
Teaching Assistant, Merlins Class 

Staff Spotlight

I knew when I first applied to Burhill this was where I wanted to 

be, I love that we have such a feeling of family and togetherness 

at the school it very much reminded me of my own school where

I grew up. I joined the Burhill family when the new extension 

was being built in September 2016, so it has been exciting to see 

how the school has grown and changed over the years since I 

started.

Also known as Miss G (mostly!), my current job role is Teaching Assistant in our 

marvellous Merlins class in Year 6. Prior to this, I spent four wonderful years as a 

Learning Support Assistant giving one to one support beginning in Year 3 all the way 

through to Year 6. Although this was an extremely rewarding role, I have thoroughly 

enjoyed changing my role to TA as I am now able to give support to the whole class. 

They say variety is the spice of life, and I like the fact that no two days are ever the 

same. My role is diverse and can involve many different responsibilities (too many to 

list them all here!): creating a fabulous wall showing off the children’s artwork, 

preparing the classroom for lessons, listening to children read, supporting children to 

complete tasks (to see them have a ‘Eureka’ moment in the classroom – the look of joy 

on their face when they solve a problem unassisted is priceless), creating ‘lockdown’ 

quizzes or even dealing with bruised knees from break time football matches.  I can tell 

you I am passionate about my job; the people I work with and being part of the 

children’s life on a day-to-day basis is a position of privilege, with many rewards, 

knowing the work we do in the classroom can have long-lasting effects that can 

influence their life in positive ways into their future (patience and a good sense of 

humour goes a long way too!).

When I am not at work I like spending time with my son, being creative and I enjoy 
making things (from drawing to origami and everything in between). I also love to 
crochet (blankets to toys!).
Tell us something we don’t know about you
My past employment was with the Metropolitan Police Service for 12 years as a Crime 
Researcher working with the Flying Squad. It always makes me giggle when the 
children ask me what I did before I came to Burhill Primary School and when I tell them 
they refuse to believe me.
What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
Oh lots of things!... Everything happens for a reason – without mistakes and failure, 
you would never have learned. Be happy and laugh - laugh lots. Always try your best 
and never give up. Remember, you’re enough as you are, don’t worry, love yourself, 
and love others. Oh and…..a cup of tea and a slice of cake solves most things!



Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Surrey's Contact Centre:

0300 470 9100 
(out of hours telephone: 

01483 517898)

ATTENDANCE
June 2021: 96.6%

Target: 97%

Parents and carers can subscribe to our 
school calendar via our website. Please 

click here for further information. 

Mon 5th – Tues 
6th July

Y6 Activity Day
(in school)

Fri 16th July
- 9,30am

FoBS Meeting
(Flagpole Entrance)

Sat 17th July

Year 6 Leavers 
Festival
(Details sent 
separately)

Wed 21st July
- Early finish: 
See year group 
collection times

Last day of Summer 
Term

Wed 1st Sept Staff INSET Day

Thurs 2nd Sept

Children in Y1-Y6
return to school 
(individual start dates 
for Nursery & 
Reception to be 
advised)

Thurs 16th Sept
- 6pm

Parent Forum: 
School Priorities 
2021-2022
(virtual event)

Dates for your diary

Our value for July will be

RESILIENCE

mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar


Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board

Fastest average speed Falcons

Highest accuracy rate Ravens

Highest number of 
participants

Rooks

A huge well done to all the children 
who have been on their class leader 

board.
Keep up the great work! 

1 Kamisiyochi Rooks Year 4

2 Frankie Doves Year 3

3 Ivy Falcons Year 6

4 Stanley Doves Year 3

5 Luka Magpies Year  4

School Priorities 
2020–2021

We will be focusing on the 
following priorities throughout 
this academic year:

1. Ensure there is sufficiently 
challenging broad knowledge and 
skills based curriculum provision 
for all pupils and for those 
accessing learning remotely.

2. To accelerate progress and 
strengthen achievement in all 
areas across the school so that 
increasing proportions of children 
are working within age related 
expectations

3. Make sure teachers provide 
specific, timely feedback and 
address misconceptions to enable 
accelerated progress

4. Make sure immediate action is 
taken when gaps in learning are 
identified

5. To strengthen leadership across 
the school at all levels.

6. Continue to make sure the 
learning opportunities provided 
enable children to develop positive 
learning behaviours. 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Message from Audrey 

Pugh, our Home 

School Link 

Worker/ELSA
Hello everyone!

The pandemic continues to 

impact on families, not just 

emotionally, but financially 

too. With the end of term 

fast approaching, this also 

brings the thought of the 

new academic year which 

as we all know can be very 

costly.

If you are struggling 

financially, please email 
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Don’t let the worry build 

over the summer holidays; 

let’s get it resolved now.

Walton Oak School - School Crossing Patrol Officer Vacancy

Walton Oak School has a vacancy for the School Crossing 

Patrol Officer to safely escort children and adults crossing the 

road. 

You will be required to work in all weather conditions, crossing 

parents and children alike during the school peak arrival and 

collection times. Although the employer is Surrey County 

Council, please feel free to contact the School Office for more 

information or go to eteach: 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/oak-surrey/job/school-

crossing-patrol-officer-1136990

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.eteach.com/careers/oak-surrey/job/school-crossing-patrol-officer-1136990


This summer Premier Education will be hosting our Summer Activity 

Camps for pupils aged 5-11 at Elmbridge Xcel Leisure centre. 

We have developed a bespoke programme for children that will 

encompass sports-filled mornings and afternoons will be filled with a 

choice of sport, drama, swimming, arts, and craft activities and a 

unique life skills experience where the children will roleplay real life 

scenarios such as job interviews, managing a budget, buying a house 

or a car to name but a few. The day concludes with an awards 

ceremony where children will get the opportunity to earn a star of the 

week certificate.

The camps will be open to children from 5 -11 years and will run for 5 

weeks from the 26th July until the 27th August, 9am – 4pm.

For further information: www.premier-education.com/holiday-camps

Under 12 Girls Football
Year 7 from September 

2021

Venue: Xcel Sports Hub
To book your place, please 

contact: 
info@wcjfc.com

http://waltoncasualsjunior
sfc.com

http://www.premier-education.com/holiday-camps
mailto:info@wcjfc.com
http://waltoncasualsjuniorsfc.com/


July and August holiday courses for 4 –10s
It’s going to be wonderful in Wonderland this summer as we 
tumble down the rabbit hole and enter a topsy-turvy world filled 
with mysterious characters, fabulous songs and energetic dance 
moves.
We’ll meet the White Rabbit, the Queen of Hearts and Alice herself on this colourful 
adventure into the land of our imagination. Things stand to get ‘curiouser and curiouser’ 
thanks to tea with the Mad Hatter, a game of imaginary flamingo croquet and even a chat 
with the Cheshire Cat. Packed with confidence-building fun drama games, singing and 
dancing, your child will shine as we put together a magical show for family and friends to 
watch on the final day.

https://www.perform.org.uk/classes-courses/holiday-courses/alice-in-
wonderland

https://www.perform.org.uk/classes-courses/holiday-courses/alice-in-wonderland


We are pleased to announce 

SFCC are running a Saturday 

morning football club at 

Abbey Rangers F.C every week.

Please see the following link for further information:

https://www.participant.co.uk/surreyfootballcoaching/event/321533

https://www.participant.co.uk/surreyfootballcoaching/event/321533


Rock Band program Holiday Club

Jamming Together (Burhill’s band program) will be 

running a 2-day Holiday clubs in Hersham over

the summer break.

During the two days we will be:

- Writing an original song

- Building a stage backdrop

- Performing to Parents*

Places are strictly limited to 10 for each session from Yr3 +. Each day runs from 

9.00 -3.00 for a total amount of £85, on the following dates:

Tue-Wed July 27-28
Thurs-Fri July 29-30
Tue-Wed August 10-11

All instruments can be provided and beginners are welcome!

If you would like your child to attend please do make contact either via 

email: admin@newmusiciansinstitute.com, or phone: 07421367140.

We look forward to hearing from you!

*Govt. guidelines allowing

Music Lessons at Burhill 

At Burhill, we will be offering peripatetic music lessons again from 

September 2021 and we will have the following instruments on offer for 

the stated year groups:

• Piano lessons (individual) for Year 1-6 children 

• Guitar (individual, paired or small group) for Year 2-6 children 

• Violin (individual, paired or small group) for Year 3-6 children 

Please follow the link and complete the application form if you are 

interested in lessons for your child/children, so that Surrey Arts can 

get them registered and organise timetables ready for September. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-

leisure/arts/music/lessons-for-children/apply-and-pay  

mailto:admin@newmusiciansinstitute.com
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music/lessons-for-children/apply-and-pay


AFTER 
SCHOOL
CLUB

Mon-Fri 3pm-6pm 

• £17 for regular 
sessions

• £18 for ad hoc 
sessions

Kids Club 2001 is an Ofsted registered 
provision offering care to Burhill 
children running from Hersham 
Youth Centre in Arch Road. We 
collect children from Burhill in a taxi 
accompanied by staff or we walk 
them. We accept all childcare 
vouchers. The children have lots of 
fun doing creative activities, physical 
play, cooking, modelling, 
construction etc. We also run holiday 
clubs running from 8am to 6pm.

For further information call Nina 
on 07803 618 039 or email 
Kc01childcare@gmail.com

End of Term Collection 
Times: Wednesday 21st

July 2021

Nursery 1:00 -
1:05pm

Reception (enter 
through flagpole 
entrance) 

1:00 -
1:05pm 

Year 3/4 1:05 -
1:10pm 

Year 1/2 1:10 -
1:15pm 

Year 5 (meet 
parents at 
flagpole 
entrance) 

1:20pm 

Year 6 (walk 
home alone or 
meet on Pleasant 
Place) 

1:20pm

Activate Camps are delighted to be running Multi 

Activity Camps and Sport Specific camps this 

summer at St George’s College.

Activate Camps is the leading provider of active 

and inspiring sport specific and multi activity childcare camps in the UK. Each 

year we operate over 150 camps, delivering multi activity camps, together with 

specific sports courses including The Cricket Academy and Netball Fever.

On our Multi Activity Camps, we work with fantastic partners to deliver exciting 

and engaging themes to make sure every camp is packed full of fun. On many 

of our sport specific camps we work with current and former athletes who want 

to inspire the next generation. You’ll find all the athletes we work with visiting 

camps, giving children a unique opportunity to meet sporting role models and 

learn from them first hand.

For further information on the courses run at St George’s College, please see:

https://www.activatecamps.co.uk/venues/st-george-s-college/

mailto:Kc01childcare@gmail.com
https://www.activatecamps.co.uk/venues/st-george-s-college/


School Collection & Drop off Times

In-School Drop off Times

BUBBLE TIME

Year 5/6  (Children’s Entrance) 8.40 - 8.45am

Year 3/4 (Children’s Entrance) 8.45 - 8.50am

Year 1/2 (Children’s Entrance) 8.50 - 8.55am 

Reception without siblings (Flagpole entrance) 8.50 - 8.55am

Nursery (Children’s Entrance) 8.55 - 9.00am 

In-School Collection Times

BUBBLE TIME

Nursery (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.00 - 3.05pm

Reception (enter through Flagpole entrance) 3.00 - 3.05pm 

Year 3/4 (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.05 - 3.10pm

Year 1/2 (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.10 - 3.15pm

Year 5 (released from Flagpole exit) 3.20pm 

Year 6 (released from Pleasant Place exit) 3.20pm 

Communicating with your Teacher

Should you have any general queries for your teacher, please email them using the year group 
email address which is checked regularly throughout the day.

Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk



Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if your child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absences on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to


