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Please subscribe to our school 

calendar via our website. Please 

click here for further information. 

Fri, 1st July, 

1pm

Family Games 

Afternoon: Y5 & 

Y6

Thurs, 7th

July, 2pm

Parent Forum: All 

Priorities Review

Fri, 8th July, 

9am
FoBS Meeting

Fri, 15th

July, 4pm-

7pm

Year 6 Leavers 

Festival

Fri, 22nd

July, 1.30pm

End of  Summer 

Term

The summer term has been filled with so many exciting celebrations and experiences for our
wonderful Burhill children, from Jubilee celebrations to outdoor performances and family sports
fun.

We ended last half term with our Jubilee celebrations to celebrate our wonderful Queen
Elizabeth. The children enjoyed a special in school celebration, with year groups performing
dances and songs from the different decades. All of the children, across the school, were
presented with a special Jubilee pin badge funded by our Friends of Burhill School. It was
wonderful to hear that the children continued the celebrations through the half term holiday, and
many spoke about street parties and family gatherings.

The children in Year 3, 4 and 5 showcased various musical talents in an outdoor summer concert,
performing as class groups and whole year groups. It was lovely to be able to share with parents
some of our music curriculum, and give the children an opportunity to perform in front if an
audience.

Our performing opportunities continued at the Burhill
summer fair, with our school choir opening the event and
Ms B’s dance groups showing off their talent. A huge thank
you to our very dedicated Friends of Burhill for hosting
such a wonderful event for our Burhill families and the
local community. There was so much on offer and even a
little bit of rain did not stop the crowds from
attending. Thank you to all of the Burhill parents and staff
who supported the event, and to the children for saving up
all their pocket money and soaking the teaching staff! If
you can spare any time to support FoBS, please do come
along to a meeting or get in contact. It is a wonderful way
to support the school and to get to know other Burhill
families.

There is still so much to look forward to this term, and lots
of celebrations planned for our Year 6 children who will be
moving on to secondary school at the end of this
term. They have enjoyed a transition day this week to
their new school as part of their transition work. We are
preparing all of the other children across the school for
transition, and next week they will find out who their new
class teacher will be and get to spend some time in their
new classroom.

Thank you for your continued support.

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar


Year Group News
Nursery

This month the children have
enjoyed the warm weather
especially with water play linked to
our theme Under the Sea. Favourite
stories such as Blue Penguin and
Commotion in the Ocean provided
lots of learning about sea creatures
and what they do in water. We
collected, sorted and counted our
favourite animals and also combined
media to make our own penguins to
use in our play.

Dancing to music with ribbons and
streamers was lots of fun as the
children recreated flippers and
recreated actions. Sports day was
very well attended with lots of
applause for the children as they
ran, jumped through hoops and
balanced bean bags on rackets. The
children proudly received their
certificates at the end of the events!



Year Group News
Reception

This term the in the Early Years, we
have welcomed our families in to see
our learning at our very own Jubilee
Stay and Play. The children were very
proud to show their classrooms,
outdoor learning and books. Together
they took part in a corgi trail, dress up
and pin the tail on the corgi!

Sports day was a highlight as the
children raced to the cheers and
applause of their families. It was a
very warm day so a well-deserved ice
lolly was a welcome refreshment as
the end.

Forest school has kept us busy too.
Using hand saws, palm drills and
sanders, the children made their own
wooden medals which are temporarily
hanging in our backyard until the
children leave us for Year 1.



Year Group News
Year 1

We have been very lucky to have

visited Wisley Gardens at the start of

the month to look at the beautiful

gardens and the wide range of trees

and plants they have there. The

children took part in some great

activities, looking at specific plants

that grow in the rainforest and the

desert. It was evident that the

children really enjoyed their trip to

Wisley; they even got to plant their

own rainforest plant to take home.

We have followed on our learning of

plants this term by planting cress

seeds and creating a diary of their

growth. We have also been exploring

wheels and axles and have

researched the Wright Brothers who

created the first flying aeroplane.

The children have enjoyed exploring

different types of wheeled toys and

looking at functions of the wheels,

axles and the chassis.

The children had a lot of fun building their own wheeled toy and

at the family activities afternoon this week!



Year Group News
Year 2

June has been the perfect month to showcase our ‘Come Rain or Shine’ 
topic in Year 2. 

Our text for June has been Anna Hibiscus and
we have really loved reading about Anna’s
experiences with her big, troublesome family.
It really links into our geography learning as it
is set in Africa. We put ourselves in her shoes
and thought about how she was feeling. We
did a conscience alley where we had to

We kicked off the month by going on a local
walk around Hersham in search of wildflowers.
We looked closely at them and took pictures of
them with the iPads. We talked about what they
needed to grow and we were inspired to set up
our own experiment to see what happens when
plants do not get each of these. We have started
to monitor the effects and are watching to see if
our predictions come true.
In maths we have been learning to read the
time. We looked mostly at quarter past and
quarter to, as well as reading the time to 5
minute intervals. Everyone is getting really good
at reading the time now throughout the day and
saying how many minutes there are left in each

lesson. Towards the end of the month we have moved on to looking at 
measuring mass. We have really enjoyed working practically with 
balance and regular scales, measuring in grams and kilograms.

persuade Anna that she was either lucky or unlucky to have such a large
family. We think we managed to persuade her that she was in fact lucky.
We have written some amazing persuasive letters, narratives and diary
entries all about Anna’s experiences on holiday. What a great text!

Thank you for your continuing support and all the amazing home
learning you have been helping with.



Year Group News
Year 3

Year 3 had the opportunity to spend a night away from home and sleep 

in the school for the night! The children took part in Jubilee themed 

activities throughout the evening before curling up in their sleeping bags 

in the school hall.  The children had a fantastic time and demonstrated 

many of the school values including resilience, creativity and 

responsibility.

An account of the sleepover written by Tabby and Lizzie:

This is about the Burhill school sleepover for Year Three. We are excited to 

tell you all about it.  First, we went home from school and had dinner. 

Then we got all our stuff in a bag and went back to school. We went into 

the brown hall and made our beds with our PJs on the top. We had some 

fun, played some games and did a treasure hunt. It was jubilee themed. 

After that, we got dressed for bed and brushed our teeth but before we 

brushed our teeth we had a hot chocolate in the library! After that we 

watched a film in bed before going to sleep. 

The sleepover was followed by our Jubilee day with the children dressing 

up in red, white and blue. They all looked amazing. We finished our day 

with a whole school assembly on the playground celebrating the Queen’s 

seventy-year reign.

Year 3 performed amazingly well on the recorder for the summer 

concert. They have been working very hard over the year and it was 

lovely to see them all perform together.

The children really enjoyed our 
practical lessons making periscopes 
and thinking about the reflection of 
light in science as well as making 3D 
shapes out of spaghetti and 
marshmallows



Year Group News
Year 4

The summer is finally here and Year 4
have been busy having fun in the sun!
We have made use of the forest school
to create fun Father’s Day cards. The
children also enjoyed celebrating the
Platinum Jubilee and performing in
the Summer Concert. We were so
proud of the children and their
performances, which were fantastic.
They did an amazing job learning so
much in such in such a short period of
time. We also had great fun with our
family games day.

In history, we have been celebrating
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Month. The
children have enjoyed learning about
different cultures and learning about
the ways people live. We have been
reading “Varjak Paw” in English, which
the children are thoroughly enjoying.
We have written a diary entry, a letter
of advice and an information text all
about cats. In maths, we have been
learning about shapes, angles and
statistics. The children have also been
designing and making light up signs to
welcome the Year 3 children to Year 4.
This project has been inspired by our
work on circuits and electricity in
science.

It has been another packed month full
of exciting learning opportunities.
Thank you for all your support as
always.



Year Group News
Year 5

Year 5 have thoroughly
enjoyed studying Tom's
Midnight Garden and
looking into this graphic
novel as part of our English
learning. In PE, we have
loved being outside in the
sunshine, learning more
about summer sports
including rounders and
tennis. We are really
looking forward to our
Family Fun Sports Day too!
In DT, we have started a
new textiles project,
learning how to chain, cross
and stem stitch, ready to
make our own small pillow
suitable for a camping trip.

Year 5 made all their
teachers very proud
performing on the steel
pans in the summer concert
at the start of this half
term. The soloists chosen
brought a tear to Mrs
Adam's eye when singing at
the finale of the concert.



Year Group News
Year 6

The month of June has been a month focused on transition and the 
future. Many of the children have, or will be attending their induction 
days to their secondary schools. In school, children have been using 
Smart Moves to develop awareness and skills to prepare for their 
transition to their next school. They have explored travelling to school 
and the ‘smart moves’ to take during their travel if a particular scenario 
arises. 

Year 6 also attended the annual Junior Life Citizen event, held at Walton 
Fire Station. During the morning, the children got to meet (and ask some 
fantastic questions to) a range of important services including: nurses, 
police officers and fire fighters. The workshops informed the children on 
how to make 999 calls, fire safety, first aid, stranger danger, internet 
safety, antisocial behaviour, road safety and water safety. Despite the 
hot weather, the children were a fantastic representation of the school 
and they have been equipped with knowledge and skills that will 
support them in the future.

Hoodwinked rehearsals have begun and the children are blowing us 
away with their talent and hard-work. The after-school drama club has 
allowed children to practise their scenes in small groups and the year 
group rehearsals have been a fantastic opportunity to embed 
everything together – it is going to be brilliant show! 



Katie Potterell
Class Teacher, Quails

Staff Spotlight

I have worked at Burhill since September 2015 when I was a newly 
qualified teacher. Since then I have been the Magpie class teacher for 
five of those years, a Pheasant class teacher for one year and am now 
currently Quails class teacher in Year 5. I became a middle leader of Year 
4 in September 2019 and then LKS2 phase leader during our first school 
lockdown in May 2020. 

In September 2021, I moved back upstairs to Year 5 and became 
UKS2 phase leader, which is now my current role at Burhill. Before
joining Burhill,  I completed my Primary PGCE at St. Mary’s University in Twickenham and before 
that studied at the University of Nottingham where I gained a BA Honours degree in music. 

I grew up locally with my family and attended both primary and secondary school in the area 
and also attended the Royal College of Music Junior Department in London every Saturday from 
the age of 13. At Royal College I enjoyed having my violin and piano lessons as well as orchestra 
rehearsals and string quartet sessions whilst catching up with lots of musical friends I made 
there. 

When I first visited Burhill, I was so excited about the thought of becoming a teacher at a school 
which had their own chickens, bees and whole class sets of brand new instruments such as 
glockenspiels, steel pans and ukuleles. I decided to bring my first ever violin as a prop to my 
interview to show how important I thought it was for every child to find something that they 
enjoy doing at school and are able to succeed at.

My role at Burhill now includes supporting all staff and children in the Year 5 and 6 corridor. I 
lead and organise musical performances, concerts, church services and residential trips for 
children in UKS2. Furthermore, I run the Year 5 and 6 netball club, organising lots of league 
matches with other local primary schools.

When I am not busy at Burhill, I like to play netball. I am part of a team and we train every 
Wednesday night from September to April and play Saturday matches in both the Surrey and 
Kingston Leagues. I also love spending time with my family, holidaying with my friends and 
walking my family dog, who is a very old, fluffy labradoodle. 

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I used to have two pet rats when I was at primary school. They used to sit on my shoulder whilst 
I watched TV and I used to let them out in the lounge for their play time before returning them 
to the giant cage they had in my bedroom overnight!

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
Try everything that comes your way, whether it’s a new sport, a new musical opportunity or a 
new responsibility. My second piece of advice would be to keep in touch with all of your friends 
when you move on to your secondary school and treasure those memories you have made 
together.



Elisabeth Carson
Chair of Governors

Governor Spotlight

I have been a member of Burhill's Governing Board for over 6 years. I 
joined as a parent Governor in Feb 2016, when my daughter was in Year 
1 and my son was due to start in September. I was appointed as Chair 
of Governors in March 2020, just before life got turned on it's head!

I originally applied for a role when the existing Governing Board was 
actively recruiting for parents with finance backgrounds, so I joined as 
part of the Finance Committee. I am a chartered accountant by trade, 
and have spent many years working on Global transformation projects 
for Corporates. If I do my job properly most people in the company shouldn't actually notice I 
have done anything! Contributing to school as a Governor is a nice change, as your contribution 
is always visible!

There are three main areas of responsibility as Governors - to oversee the school's financial 
performance , hold the headteacher to account for educational performance of the school and 
the pupils, and ensuring clarity of vision and ethos. It is a strategic role, not an operational one, 
and as a Board we make sure we are doing all the above by holding regular Board Meetings, and 
carrying out school visits to monitor school priorities and improvement areas. It is key to be 
able to provide both support and challenge as a Governor, and to have an inquisitive and 
analytical mind. Visiting the school is always a joy - I'd happily spend all day in Reception 
learning with the children if I could!

As Chair it is my role to build the team, and we currently have the most fabulous people on our 
Board who all bring a different view and unique skillset. I also need to make sure our 
governance is effective, and that we know what we are doing!

Governors are volunteers, and being part of the Governing body requires commitment and 
dedication. It can be a challenge to juggle this along with full time working and taking care of a 
family. Especially if you chuck a pandemic into the mix as well! But it is the most rewarding role 
that I have ever had.

I am immensely proud to be able to contribute to supporting the school, the staff, the 
community and of course our children. Burhill school is a wonderful and inspiring place to be 
able to spend time in, watching the dedicated staff working tirelessly to ensure that all the 
children reach their potential and succeed.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I once abseiled down Twickenham rugby stadium.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
Throw yourself into everything and embrace all the opportunities that come your way.



This month children across the school 
celebrated Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History 
Month. They learnt about the history of 
travellers and some of their languages and 
customs. Here is some of the learning children 
completed surrounding the question: What 
Makes a Home? 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month



Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any 

reason, including illness, 
please report this on 

Studybugs before 9.30am.  
This information is visible by 
the office and class teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/
parents

Communicating with your Teacher

Year
Group

Email Year
Group

Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

July’s value will be
RESILIENCE ATTENDANCE

June 2022: 92%
Target: 97%

Please ensure your child is in 
their classroom by 8:55am in 

time for registration. Thank you

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader Board: June

1 Kamsi Partridges Y5

2 Frankie Ravens Y4

3 Luka Quails Y5

4 Joseph Doves Y3

5 Stanley Magpies Y4

https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

Email: apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding Contact Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PARENT FORUM: Please join us for the final Parent Forum for this year.  
Further information will be sent before the meeting.

Thursday 7th July 2022 2:00pm Teams All Priorities Review

School Lunches
Please remember to log-on to 

your Scopay account 
(www.scopay.com) to order your 

meal choices and/or to select that 
your child will be bringing in a 
packed lunch.  You can select 

options up to 30 days in advance 
and before midnight for the 

following day.  The list is then set 
for the following day. 

Please click here for a copy of the 
Summer Term menu which can 

also be found on our website.  The 
options can also be viewed on the 
Scopay calendar where selections 

are made.

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-3-choice-menu-Spring-Summer-2022--1.pdf?t=1648207006?ts=1648207006


Congratulations , Zuni!
We are delighted to share that Zuni 
(Starlings class) competed in a 
gymnastics championship for 
Weybridge Gymnastics Club this week, 
held at Cleves School. She went on to win a 
silver medal in the age 8-9 category! What 
a fantastic achievement!  We are all 
extremely proud of you, Zuni!  

Plea for second hand 
uniform

We are running very low 
on second hand uniform. 

We would be very grateful 
if you could please check 

at home to see if there are 
any items your child has 

grown out of as we would 
be very grateful for them 
in school.  We are hoping 
to receive more KS1 and 

smaller sizes in particular.  
If you have any spare 

uniform to donate, please 
pop it into the red uniform 
collection bin outside the 

school office area.  
Thank you!

Messages to class – change in 
collection

If you need to get a message to class 
that your child is being collected by 

another adult, please contact the school 
office as soon as possible, and by 

2.30pm at the latest, so that we can 
ensure that your message is forwarded 

to the relevant teacher before class 
dismissal. 



Kids Club 2001 are running a summer holiday 
club from the 8th August to the 1st 

September. The club is open for children 
aged 3 -11. We will run from 8am to 6pm for 
£37 this includes breakfast and an afternoon 
snack and we also run half sessions for £30. We 

operate from Hersham Youth Centre in Arch Road Hersham, which 
has a lovely indoor and outdoor space. The day is filled with 
activities such as slime making, football, sand and water play, 
baking, knitting, arts and craft, table tennis and lots, lots more!

We accept all childcare vouchers and are Ofsted registered. If you 
are interested please email Nina at Kc01childcare@gmail.com"

SCHOOL ABSENCES – PENALTY 

NOTICES

A reminder to parents/carers that if 

they take their children out of 

school without authority for 5 or 

more days (which do not have to 

be consecutive), they will be liable 

to receive a penalty notice. 

Currently the amount payable 

under a penalty notice is £60.00 

per parent/carer per child if paid 

within 21 days.  Thereafter the 

amount increases to £120.00 if 

paid between 21 and 28 days. If the 

penalty notice remains unpaid after 

28 days, the Local Authority will 

consider a prosecution in the 

Magistrates Court. Please note that 

penalty notices are issued per 

parent/carer per child so a family of 

two parents and two children will 

receive 4 penalty notices.

Please click here to view the letter 

to parents from Surrey County 

Council regarding Penalty Notices 

as well as the Application form for 

leave of absence for exceptional 

circumstances

mailto:Kc01childcare@gmail.com
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PARENT-LETTER-FROM-SCHOOL-SCC.pdf?ts=1655895991584
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Application-for-Leave-of-Absence-Form.pdf?ts=1655895661828


Updated Privacy 
Notices

Please be aware that 
our Data Protection 
policies and privacy 
notices have been 

updated and are listed 
on our website.
Please see the 
following link:

https://www.burhill.s
urrey.sch.uk/1220/gd

pr

Thank you

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1220/gdpr


https://www.eshertennis.co.uk/camps

https://www.eshertennis.co.uk/camps

