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This month, we have enjoyed developing a better understanding of our whole school 
value of creativity, through learning inside and outside of the classroom. Across the 
school, we have watched children engage with one another and their learning in a 
variety of different ways, through science workshops to stepping back in time for focused 
history days.

Earlier in March we celebrated Book Week and World Book Day. We loved welcoming the 
children to school dressed as an inspirational book character. The children also enjoyed 
visits from different authors and continued to share a variety of books together across 
the week. We have also shared Red Nose Day, dressing up as heroes for the day, which 
raised money for the Comic Relief charity. Additionally, we marked Downs Syndrome 
Awareness Day by wearing our odd socks for the day. We were very lucky to be 
able to welcome one of our lovely Burhill parents in to school to lead 
a very informative assembly all about Downs Syndrome for all of our 
children. It would seem that the month of March was all about raising 
awareness and celebrating our relationships with others.

We will sadly be saying farewell to some of our teaching staff at the end of this half 
term. Mrs Patterson, class teacher in Merlins class and senior leader, and Miss Smith, 
class teacher in Pheasants class, will be leaving Burhill at the end of term. Miss Gray, 
learning support assistant in Kingfishers class, will also be leaving us to take on a role as 
an occupational health assistant. They have all supported many children during their 
time with us and we wish them the best of luck on their new journey.

We continue to be grateful of the support from our Friends of Burhill School. The 
grounds committee organised a very successful family litter pick and grounds clearance 
day. All of the staff and children were amazed with how wonderful the school site 
looked, and are keen to continue to monitor litter, and help maintain the site with 
regular litter picks scheduled across the term. The second hand uniform sales continue 
to be a success and support many of our families across the school. Our children and 
staff have also enjoyed some Easter treats, so thank you to all parents for your support 
and generosity.

As we move into the Easter holiday, we hope that you will be able to rest and enjoy some 
time together as a family. We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 19th April for the 
summer term.

Mrs Gemma Adams



Year Group News

Nursery
We have had a busy half term in Nursery exploring our indoor and outdoor 
provision and learning all about Traditional Tales and Nursery rhymes! From 
planting our own beanstalks to mixing our own troll bogeys, there hasn't been 
a dull day.

The children particularly enjoyed baking their very own gingerbread men. We 
measured, scooped, mixed, rolled, cut and most importantly tasted our baked 
goodies!

Another favourite activity was building traps in the forest school to try and 
catch the sneaky gingerbread man, but unfortunately, he was just too fast.

You may have noticed the wonderful new wooden equipment in the 
playground - well Nursery wasted no time in exploring it. We quickly used our 
imaginations and turned the houses into the straw, stick and brick houses from 
The 3 Little Pigs. Here you can see some cheeky piglets hiding from the big bad 
wolf.

Thank you for your support over the past half term - we can't wait to see what 
the Summer term has in store for Burhill's littlest learners!



Year Group News

ReceptionReception

As part of our focus
on early reading,
Reception children
have created their
own class books
through group story
telling sessions. These
stories have been
transcribed and
illustrated and now
hold a special place in
our book corners.

Reception finished last term with Chinese
New Year celebrations welcoming in the
Year of the Tiger.

This term they have had a visit from
Squires garden centre to plant potatoes,
which will form part of our healthy eating
topic later this summer. Food is always a
highlight for the children and with such
easy access to fresh eggs baking is always
a popular learning opportunity. The
children had lots of fun practising their
number bonds to 10, counting and
measuring ingredients.



Year Group News

Year 1
In English, we have been exploring Ossiri and the Bala Mengro. The children 

explored key vocabulary and word meaning, fully immersing themselves in 

the story through actions and retelling the story. The children then created 

their own musical instruments and sequenced sentences to form a letter to 

the main character Ossiri. In the last two weeks, the children have been 

exploring poetry. We have been thinking about the season we are currently 

in and writing a poem all about rain.

In maths, we have been focusing on numbers to 50. We have looked at 

counting forwards and backwards to 50 as well as looking at one more and 

one less. We have used dienes, number squares and tens frames to help 

understand the numbers and the amount of tens and ones. In the last 2 

weeks we have been focusing on counting in twos to 50. 

In our wider curriculum, we have been exploring the Magna Carta and 

arranging the events into chronological timelines and creating storyboards. 

In science, we have looked at season changes as we conducted an 

investigation where we created a rain gauge to see how much rain we could 

collect in a week whilst exploring the different weather conditions. In RE, we 

have been learning about Christianity and about the Easter Story. In art, we 

created some concentric circles by using the artwork of Kandinsky for 

inspiration. We have further explored printing and created print boards 

using ink and rollers to create repeated patterns. Lastly, we have had our 

sports day during our PE sessions where the children took part in many fun 

activities across the afternoon. 



Year Group News

Wow! What a busy month March 
has been for Year 2. We started the 
month off with Book Week where we
took part in many book themed 
activities. During this month, we met
not one but two different authors. 
We took part in super hero themed 
activities in order to support 
Children in Need and those in less 
fortunate circumstances. What a team of superheroes the children are!

In English we finished off our book ‘The Bee Who Spoke’ by meeting the 
Burhill Beekeeper, Mr Coss, who came in to tell us all about the Burhill 
bees. We learnt and recalled many facts about the hives. We then began 
looking at our new book ‘Olga da Polga’ and even made our own hutches 
to support writing our own instructions.

In maths, the children had many educational
conversations spotting 2D and 3D shapes on 
our new trim trail equipment. The children 
then began looking at fractions by 
understanding what the numerator and 
denominator show us. The children were 
then able to successfully apply this to their 
learning of knowing how many parts make a 
whole.

As part of our Animal Kingdom topic, in science, children have been 
looking at what humans and animals need to survive. The children 
created healthy plates of food and explained what each food type does 
and why it is important to have a balanced diet. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. We wish you a wonderful Easter 
break.

Year 2



Year Group News

Year 3

This month has seen the Year 3 children take part in many exciting learning 

opportunities.  The children have been learning to read many Michael Rosen 

poems including the poem, ‘Imagine’. They used this poem as inspiration to 

write their own poems. Here are just some of the creative examples:

Imagine if the waves could wave

so every time you went to the sea

you waved back at the sea.

Imagine if your Mummy is a mummy

so every time your Mum wakes you up

she’s in Egypt.

Imagine if a flower was flour

so every time you bake

bees take over!

Year 3 also enjoyed their Egyptian day run by Portals to the Past. They learnt 

about hieroglyphics, Egyptian measuring, how to play an Egyptian game, as 

well as researched facts to answer a quiz. During the afternoon, they learnt 

about mummification.  The children looked fantastic in their costumes and 

had an amazing day. 

Last week, the children demonstrated many of their Burhill values during the 
sports events. It was wonderful to watch the children try their best and cheer 
each other on. 

During our science topic this term, we have had many 
opportunities to take our 
learning outside whilst 
the children investigate 
different soils and their 
properties. 



Year Group News

Year 4

March has been an action packed month. We have had three fantastic
author visits as part of our celebration for World Book Day. The children
were enthralled by the illustrations and poetry of Kev Payne. They loved
meeting the author Mel Taylor-Bessent, who inspired the children with
her tips one how to become a published author. Finally, they were
fascinated by the informative and fun presentation all about beetles by
M.G. Leonard.

This month the children also enjoyed learning about camouflage and
colour change in nature as part of their British Science Week workshop.
In addition to all of this they got active by competing for their houses in
our sports day.

In English we have written a play script, a persuasive letter, a balanced
argument and a non-chronological report. The children have loved
learning about the Amazon Rainforest through their class text “The
Great Kapok Tree.” In maths, we have worked hard on fractions and
decimals. Our topic of “Eruptions” has meant we have learnt all about
tectonic plates, earthquakes and eruptions in geography. In science, we
have learnt all about sound and how we hear. We think you will agree
that they have been busy!



Year 5

Year Group News

Year 5 have had a very busy second half to the Spring Term, packed full of 
learning, exciting visitors and plenty of outdoor activities. We really 
enjoyed celebrating world book day and red nose day this half term and 
had some outstanding outfits in Year 5. We were also lucky enough to 
attend a special assembly where we met M.G. Leonard (the author of 
Beetle Boy) which we have read across the Spring Term as our class reader. 
Maya was inspirational and we are all very interested in reading the sequel 
to Beetle Boy after her visit!

We celebrated British Science Week and attended a session all about 
adaptation, as well as completed some exciting science lessons outdoors 
this term, creating natural ways of separating mixtures. In DT, we have 
created our own Tudor houses, seeing the process all the way through in 
groups. We designed them, used appropriate tools to cut and stick together 
wooden dowel to create the structure and then decorated them in the 
Tudor style. In history, we have loved learning more about the Tudors 
through receiving a box of artefacts from the Chertsey museum! This term, 
we have also focused on learning lots about how to keep ourselves safe 
online through completing the relevant Gooseberry Planet modules and 
workbooks to check our understanding of these topics.



Year Group News

Year 6

Year 6 have had an exciting time since our last 

newsletter. There have been numerous 

occasions to dress up, such as for Red Nose 

Day when everyone was able to come to school 

dressed as a superhero. Many children enjoyed 

coming to school in their guide or scout 

uniforms to celebrate Thinking Day.

We have been lucky enough to have had a number 
of visits to Year 6, beginning with two author visits. 
First we heard from Mel Taylor Bessent who wrote 
the Christmas Carrolls. Then we had a session with 
the author of Beetle Boy: M G Leonard. Some of our 
children were also able to attend a writing 
workshop with M G Leonard – they were all truly 
inspired by the opportunity to work with a real 
writer!

We were fortunate in having another visitor – a local pastor who came to 
teach one of our RE objectives. This focused on:  Did Jesus have to 
die? They thoroughly enjoyed the session, gaining valuable insight into the 
concept of atonement and reconciliation to their own and others’ lives; 
suggesting what might happen as a result of their own and others’ actions.

Our final visit was in the form of a science workshop where the children put 

into practice their learning about adaptation. The children have also been 

making the most of our wonderful outdoor spaces – particularly for their 

work on classification.



Year Group News

Year 6

Some of our Year 6’s have been 
attending one of the many 
teacher-led clubs that we are 
lucky enough to have at Burhill: 
origami club, where they have 
practised maths without 
realising it, and created some 
beautiful paper pieces!

To finish our penultimate week of school, Year 6 grouped together with 

Year 5 for our sports afternoon. The children put all their energy into all  

the events, as well as into supporting their classmates ! 



Claire Buttery
Teaching Assistant

Staff Spotlight

Both of my children have been pupils at Burhill, I still have a son in
Year 5. It was because of this I knew that it was a school I wanted 
to work in. The welcoming, nurturing environment, and wonderful
team were something that I wanted to be part of.

Prior to working at Burhill, I worked at Claygate Primary and River 
Mole Pre-school . I have known some of the pupils at Burhill from 
the age of two because of my job at River Mole and it’s wonderful 
to watch them on their journey.

I have always been Early Years based and this is where you will find me today, working in 
reception as a Teaching Assistant.

Reception is so much fun and everyday there is something to smile about. A lot of our 
“learning” is done through play and it is a joy to watch the children perform their 
enquiries, test their theories, and draw their own conclusions. No two days are ever the 
same as who knows what will capture the childrens imaginations and where it will take 
us. It’s a lot of fun to go on that journey with them though.

One of my biggest passions is getting the children outside. I completed my forest school 
training about four years ago and I'm lucky to work with Miss Russell who is also trained. 
Forest school is one of the highlights of the week in reception, at the moment we are 
introducing the children to Bow Saws and palm drills which they are really enjoying. I also 
trained as an Early Years ELSA and love to see the many benefits of children in an outdoor 
environment.

As a mum of two boys and a lively Labrador, when I’m not at work I love to go on big 
walks with my family. Going to the sand dunes at West Wittering is one of my favourite 
walks and so much nicer now that the sun is coming out.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I love to snowboard! I spent a lot of years working in the French alps and Rockies where I 
developed a real love of snowboarding. I have to say though I'm slowing down with age.... 
I just love being in the mountains.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
Oh my goodness, this a tough one but so many things. Always be kind, look for those who 
might need a smile from you or a gesture of friendship. Be brave! Sometimes things can 
be hard to do but how proud will you be once you've faced a challenge. And last but not 
least, always look for the fun in each day.



School Lunches – New Summer 
Menu

Please remember to log-on to 
your Scopay account 

(www.scopay.com) to order your 
meal choices and/or to select that 

your child will be bringing in a 
packed lunch.  You can select 

options up to 30 days in advance 
and before midnight for the 

following day.  The list is then set 
for the following day. 

Please click here for a copy of the 
Summer Term menu which can 

also be found on our website.  The 
options can also be viewed on the 
Scopay calendar where selections 

are made.

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6
Leader Board: March

1 Kamsi Partridges Y5

2 Frankie Ravens Y4

3 Luka Quails Y5

4 Stanley Magpies Y4

5 James Doves Y3

ATTENDANCE
March 2022: 93.1%

Target: 97%
Please ensure your child is in 
their classroom by 8:55am in 

time for registration. Thank you

Please subscribe to our school calendar 
via our website. Please click here for 

further information. 

Fri 1st April
2022
- 1.30pm

Break the Rules event
& End of Term

Tues 19th April
2022

Start of Summer Term

Thurs 21st 
April 2022
- 9.00am

Parent Forum

Thurs 28th -Fri 
29th April 2022

Year 4 Residential

Mon 2nd May 
2022

Bank Holiday

Mon 16th – Fri 
20th May 2022

Year 6 Residential

Mon 23rd –
Wed 25th May 
2022

Year 5 Residential

Thurs 26th – Fri 
27th May 2022

Year 3 Residential

Mon 30th May 
– Fri 3rd June 
2022

Half Term

http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-3-choice-menu-Spring-Summer-2022--1.pdf?t=1648207006?ts=1648207006
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar


https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836
PTA FoBS Website:

https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding 
Contact Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PARENT FORUMS: Please join us for the following Parent Forum sessions 
focussing on our school priorities listed above.  Further information will be 

sent before each meeting.

Thursday 21st April 
2022

9:00am Main Hall Focus: Pupils Wellbeing Strategies –
Home & School

Thursday 7th July 
2022

2:00pm Teams All Priorities Review

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any 

reason, including illness, 
please report this on 

Studybugs before 9.30am.  
This information is visible by 

both the office and class 
teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/
parents

Communicating with your Teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

APRIL’S VALUE: 
RESPONSIBILITY

Please click here to view the 
Families March/April edition

We loved 
greeting all our 
superheroes in 

school on Friday 18th

March.  They all 
looked fantastic. Thank 
you for your generous 

donations to this year’s 
Comic Relief.

Red Nose Day 2022

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesmarchapril22digital?fr=sMWU4ZTQ3MjI4MjI
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesmarchapril22digital?fr=sMWU4ZTQ3MjI4MjI
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesuponthamesmarchapril22digital?fr=sMWU4ZTQ3MjI4MjI


AUTHOR VISIT

Key Stage 2 were delighted to
have their postponed, 
Christmas-tastic visit from 
Mel Taylor-Bessent, author of 
The Christmas Carrolls, in mid-
March. Mel spoke to the 
children about the magic of 
writing, the power of 
perseverance and the best 
ways to spread cheer to all. They had lots of great questions to ask, and 
even gave Mel some ideas for her next book!

THANK YOU

Waitrose Community Partners at our 
lovely Hersham store have donated 
£333 for hampers for our families. 

Mrs Adams and Mrs Pugh were 
delighted to go in store to thank the 

team. We are so grateful for their 
support!



Notes for Parents
Summer 2022 
(Back to School - BTS)

ORDER EARLY- RETURNS PERIOD EXTENDED FOR SUMMER UNTIL SEPT 10TH

Whilst we have been working hard to ensure good stock levels for the summer, we 
are, however, anticipating Covid will continue to affect some stock supplies.
We’re here to help you and your child achieve the best possible start to the new 
academic year. Early planning is essential! Please use the following advice to help 
us help you!
New Starters: 
Please book your store appointment for summer BTS at 
https://www.alleycatz.co.uk/booking: open for summer bookings now.
Appointment system ends on Saturday 20th August 2022- we welcome walk-ins 
after this date.
Pre-order personalised bags online two weeks in advance of your fitting: select 
‘Click and Collect’ and they will be ready for your appointment.
Existing Pupils:
Please order online if you know sizes (www.alleycatz.co.uk)
Once an online order is placed, we cannot amend orders. You will need to reorder 
and return the unwanted item for a refund. 
Alternatively, we have plenty of staff in store if you just need a few ‘top up’ items.
Free School Deliveries: many schools prefer us not to deliver during the summer, 
please see your school’s section of our website for individual school’s details.

Contact us: 01932 223075 | www.alleycatz.co.uk

Polite Reminder: 
We would like to 
remind and 
encourage our 
families to please 

avoid giving out sweets as class 
birthday treats and, instead, to 
consider either healthier 
alternatives,  or  perhaps some 
small stationery items or 
bubbles. We would like to 
continue to avoid bringing or 
handing out any sweets and 
sugary items in school. 

https://www.alleycatz.co.uk/booking
http://www.alleycatz.co.uk/
http://www.alleycatz.co.uk/


Birthday Treats
Please may we remind parents to avoid 
handing out sweets as a birthday treat to 
their class.  Healthier treats,  or small items 
such as stationery or bubbles  would be 
preferred.  Thank you. 





Please click here for the Family Learning Parent Bulletin Issue 28

https://mailchi.mp/061d1fa67f1f/family-learning-parent-bulletin-733824?e=27bbe332bb
https://mailchi.mp/061d1fa67f1f/family-learning-parent-bulletin-733824?e=27bbe332bb
https://mailchi.mp/061d1fa67f1f/family-learning-parent-bulletin-733824?e=27bbe332bb






There are still spaces on 

courses starting in April. We 

have plenty of courses to help 

support families. Please see the 

available courses and 

workshops below:

 Gruffalo storytelling 

workshop

 The hungry caterpillar 

storytelling

 Elmer storytelling

 Supporting your teenager

 Building resilience

 Phonics

 Helping your child with 

anxiety

 Exploring behaviour 

activities

 Cooking

 English for parents/carers 

as an additional language

These are government funded 

courses for parents and 

carers who would most benefit 

from FREE tailored courses.

Please see: 

www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning

Please click here for Raring2go! Spring edition

https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=d7d2e1c4cd&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=e4e6429d48&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=c4afa01868&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=c948f610db&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=35db1f4af7&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=f616b17c6f&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=291230f8ca&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=b4943627d5&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=9e64850527&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=21f34b8503&e=27bbe332bb
https://surreycc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ff784b44dd8e19918fa8dcc0&id=ac056f9e09&e=27bbe332bb
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/spring/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/spring/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/spring/

