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Dear Parents and Carers

The half term has flown by and October has been full of exciting learning 
opportunities. The children have loved learning more about Black History and 
thoroughly enjoyed both carnival day and the drumming workshops. History has 
been buzzing in every classroom.

We have also been amazed with the generosity of families, both for Hello Yellow and 
harvest. The trolleys were brimming as we delivered your donations to St Peter’s 
during today’s church services. During Hello Yellow Day, the children participated in a 
range of activities promoting mental wellbeing and encouraging everyone to talk if 
they are struggling.

Please can we remind parents to continue to be vigilant and aware of the symptoms 
for Covid (new cough, temperature above 37.8C or any change in taste).  If your child 
is displaying any one of these symptoms, please inform the office.  They should not 
come into school, and instead isolate at home and take a PCR test.  

Thank you to those that attended the Friends of Burhill AGM. We are delighted to 
continue working with the re-elected and new members next year and are very 
much looking forward to the FOBS Fireworks on Friday 5th November.

We hope you have a restful half term.

Mrs Gemma Adams



Year Group News

Nursery

What a fantastic Black History Month we have been having in
Nursery. We have been very fortunate to take part in the African
Drumming Workshop on Friday 8th October and we had our very own
carnival in the classroom! We made feathery masks, dressed in
brightly coloured clothes and danced and sang to music all the way
from the Caribbean. It certainly felt sunny in our classroom.

We have also been learning lots of Harvest songs and some of our
children have been using the instruments in our outdoor classroom
to practise them!

But most of all, we have been working very hard on building
friendships. Here is a picture of one friend sharing their chatterbox in
front of the class. This show and tell has been a great way for the
children to get to know each other. Well done Nursery!



Year Group News

Reception have been learning about people in our community and a highlight 
has been medical practitioners. Using an adult sized model, the children 
were amazed and equally excited at being able to explore the bones that 
make up the human skeleton. We also included these as part of our maths 
learning as we measured and compared length and heights. Some other 
activities centred around caring for our teeth, and the role of the police in our 
community. The story of Goldilocks gave us lots of opportunities to talk 
about good and not so good 
choices.

Year 1 have had a fantastic 
time this term. We have 
continued our learning on 
dinosaurs, searching for fossils 
in forest school and learning about our significant historical person, Mary 
Anning. The children have also enjoyed learning about other significant 
people related to Black History Month, Mo Farah and Barack Obama. 

This week the children have learnt how to play the African drums and have 
loved consolidating their learning on dinosaurs with the dino dome visit, 
handling real fossils and engaging with 3D dinosaur visuals in the dinosaur 
dome. 

Reception

Year 1

African Drumming Workshop Dinosaur Dome 



Year Group News

Year 2 have had a great end to their first half term. The children finished our Street
Detective topic where they compared our local area now to how it was before
through investigating maps and images. The children also learnt about Frederick
Vaux who was a very generous man who lived in Hersham. The children explored
why he was historically significant using the Dawson Model and applied this to a
variety of different individuals. The children learnt that he gave a lot to the
community in order to make it a special place for the people who lived there.

In English, the children have been extremely engaged in our text ‘The Lonely
Beast’. They immersed themselves in the story before writing persuasive letters,
learning to use commas in lists and sharing their opinions in our end of unit book
talk where we shared what we enjoyed and what surprised us. In maths, we have
been adding and subtracting two digit numbers using physical resources. We will
continue with this topic after half term.

To mark the start of Black History Month, the children attended the Carnival of
Heroes performance where the children learnt about six significant figures from
Black History. As well as this, the children took park in a fantastic drumming
workshop where they learnt about different rhythms, the different part of the
drums and how the different parts of the drum make different sounds. For Black
History Month, the children have enjoyed learning about Rosa Parks as a significant
activist. We explored what happened to her through drama and discovered how
significant her actions were for black people in the USA at the time. Furthermore
the children also were inspired by learning about Dina Asher-Smith, the fastest
British woman in recorded history, and set themselves targets to achieve their
goals.

We are very proud of what the children have achieved this half of term. We wish 
you all a restful half term break.

Year 2



Year Group News

Year 3

Year 3 enjoyed their trip to the local river where they had the opportunity
to observe the river’s features as well as how fast the river flowed and
what the river might be used for. The children also explored which
animals and plants lived locally to the river. Lots of discussions took place
as well as the completion of recording tables and sketches. Following the
trip to the river, the children used an opalometer and PH strips to analyse
the quality of the water compared to the drinking water from the tap.
Would you drink the water from the river or tap?

Year 4 have continued 
the topic of misty 
mountains and winding 
rivers this month. We 
have been busy creating 
mountain models in design and technology, which we used to teach the 
Year 2 children about the different types of mountains and their 
characteristics. We also visited the River Mole, where we identified human 
and physical features of the local area.

Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed the entertaining and energetic carnival in
celebration of Black History Month. We learnt all about Martin Luther
King, Benjamin Zephaniah, Maya Angelou, Nelson Mandela and Mary
Seacole through the interactive performance. There was also a fantastic
African Drumming Workshop that we participated in.

Year 4



This month, Year 5 have loved getting stuck into learning more about 
Space, especially researching the planets using our wonderful Chromebooks. We
have used lots of our knowledge about the Solar System to write a non-
chronological report in English. We also learnt more about gravity and what part it
plays in keeping us all on the Earth but also the planets orbiting the Sun. We then
had the chance to learn about variables within a scientific enquiry, testing whether
eggstronauts (eggs with parachutes) could land safely from the Moon to the Earth
(given the gravitational pull) if we changed the size of the parachute as our
independent variable, it was very eggciting! Finally, we learnt about the different
types of Moon that we see from the Earth and why the Moon appears to change
shape due to the amount of sunlight shining on it and the Earth's rotations. We
demonstrated this using Oreo biscuits and then enjoyed eating our scientific
display.

During the month of October, we have also enjoyed plenty of events and learning
linked to Black History Month. We spent some time learning about Harriet Tubman
and the significant impact she had saving slaves, we enjoyed our Carnival of Heroes
(plenty of colour, singing and dancing), we were also lucky enough to take part in a
drumming workshop and we loved researching and learning more about Mae
Jemison and Katherine Johnson as part of our home learning projects.
Finally, well done to all the Year 5 librarians and Digital Leaders, we know you 
spent a lot of time applying for your roles and are starting to take on your 
responsibilities around school supporting teachers in both areas of the school and 
curriculum.

Year 5

Year Group News



Year Group News

Year 6

Year Six have been working undercover lately – following in
the footsteps of Alex Rider, the central character in our class
reader, Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz. They have
enjoyed writing their own version of chapter nine, then
bringing the book to life by writing a playscript based on
chapter ten. The final act was when they were able to
actually perform their plays.

As part of their theme - Tomorrow’s world - the children have
honed their ICT skills to create a website for their own spy
school, with information on coursework, uniform and
essential gadgets for aspiring 007s !

Year Six have made progress in leaps and bounds in maths….
Plunging themselves into the world of division in a variety of
shapes and forms… bringing together all their maths
knowledge: from using place value to factors, and from short
division to long! They have all worked so hard to master
these strategies.

In science we have started to look at electricity and circuits,
with the children conducting inspiring investigations to look
at what happens when a buzzer or bulb is incorporated into
the circuits.

On the art front, we have been experimenting with mixing
colours to achieve different shades. These were put to good
use in the making of this year’s Christmas cards.



ATTENDANCE
October 2021: 

95.5%
Target: 97%

Parents and carers can subscribe to our 
school calendar via our website. Please 

click here for further information. 

Fri 22nd Oct –
Fri 29th Oct

Half Term (see note
below)

Mon 1st Nov INSET Day

Fri 5th Nov
- 5.30pm – 7pm

Burhill Fireworks 
Family Event (Tickets 
on sale!)

Fri 19th Nov
Children in Need –
Wear something 
spotty

Fri 17th Dec
-1.30pm

End of Term

Please note that half term now
begins on Friday 22 October.
This is a holiday in lieu of the 

additional Platinum Jubilee Bank 
Holiday on Friday 3rd June 2022 
which falls in the summer-half-

term break.

Dates for your diary

November’s Value

PEACE

Please ensure your child is 

in their classroom by 

8:55am in time for 

registration. 

Thank you

School Lunches: New Menu
Please remember to log-on to your Scopay account over half term 
(www.scopay.com) to order your meal choices and/or to select that your 
child will be bringing in a packed lunch.  You can select options up to 2 weeks 
in advance and before midnight for the following day.  The list is then set for 
the following day. Please click here for a copy of the menu from after half 
term.  This can also be found on our website.

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar
http://www.scopay.com/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-Menu-3-Choice-Menu-Autumn-Winter-21-22.pdf?ts=1634123726657


Emma Smith
Class Teacher, Rooks Class

Staff Spotlight

I have been working at Burhill since September this year and 
have really enjoyed my first term teaching the lovely Year 4 
Rooks. 

Before joining Burhill, I worked at a small school in 
Cheltenham for 3 years teaching a Year 1 class. I grew up 
living near Brighton and moved to Gloucestershire when I 
was 18 to study Primary Education at University. I moved to 
Surrey with my husband and our dog, Bonnie, during the 
summer holidays to be closer to my family. It is a bit of a 
change from Gloucestershire, but I am loving getting to know 
the area as well as all of the amazing staff, pupils and 
parents here at Burhill.

After working in small schools for the last 4 years, I knew really wanted to work in a larger school. 
When I first came to visit Burhill, I was struck by the friendly, welcoming atmosphere. Finding out 
about all of the fantastic opportunities Burhill has to offer pupils and the eagerness that the 
children have to learn made me sure that this was the school for me. The only thing that did 
worry me slightly was the chickens due to my life long fear of birds!

A typical day for me starts at 6.20am when I get up and get ready for the day. I leave home at 
7.15am and drive to work ready for my lovely class to arrive at 8.40. After assembly, we have an 
English lesson then go out for break. Next, we have Guided Reading, Maths and Guided Maths 
before lunch. The afternoons change daily but I particularly enjoy teaching RE which I now lead at 
Burhill. After school, I usually touch base with the rest of the Year 4 team before marking the 
work from the day and preparing for the next day. I usually leave school at around 6pm and drive 
home to walk the dog and cook dinner. I then like to have a chilled evening at home. 

I am always happy to speak with both pupils and parents about any worries they might have. I 
strongly believe that good communication between home and school is key in providing the best 
education for each individual. I am happy to have a quick discussion on the door or alternatively, 
feel free to email the Year 4 email and I will get back to you as soon as possible.

When I am not working (and not having a lazy morning on the sofa), I spend my time walking my 
dog, seeing my family, eating out and shopping. I also love cooking and baking and really enjoy 
having people over for a big feast! During the holidays, I love to visit new places and countries. 
My favourite place I have visited would have to be Caye Caulker in Belize.

Tell us something we don’t know about you

When I was 18, I travelled to South America and climbed to the highest peak in 

Argentina! I don’t think I quite realised how impressive it was at the time but now I 

look back at that moment and feel very proud.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self?
I would tell my primary self to make the most of every moment, embrace every 
opportunity and never deny yourself the opportunity to succeed as anything is 
possible as long as you work hard and believe in yourself.



https://studybugs.com/abo
ut/parents

Home School Link 
Worker:

Audrey Pugh 
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhills

chool.co.uk

School Priorities 2021–2022

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

• Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.
• Our school’s implementation of the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring 

improved outcomes in all subjects.
• Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at 

evaluating the impact of their actions.
• Leaders and staff create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and 

this is evident in the behaviours and attitudes of all children and all staff.
• Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their 

personal development and physical and mental wellbeing.
• There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to 

achievement for all children.

Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


BBC Children

in Need Day! 

Friday, 19th

November 

We will be supporting 
Children In Need by 
wearing spots and 
joining in with Joe 

Wicks. We invite all 
children to wear 

something spotty in 
exchange for a donation. 

Children should wear 
normal uniform, but 

with the spotty item as 
an extra- so a hat, 

headband, ears etc. 
Donations can be made 
online here or via the 

QR Codes dotted around 
the playground on the 

day.

Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any reason, including 
illness, please report this on Studybugs before
9.30am.  This information is visible by both the 

office and class teachers.
https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Communicating with your Teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Tickets on Sale!

BURHILL 

FIREWORKS 

FAMILY EVENT 

Date: Friday 5th 

November 2021

Time: 5pm - 7.30pm

Burhill Primary School 

are holding our hugely 

popular family 

fireworks event on 

Friday 5th November. 

Please see the 

following link to 

purchase tickets: 

https://buytickets.at/b
urhillschoolfireworks

Miss Smith is delighted to present our 
new team of Year 5 Digital Leaders. 
Paloma, Henry, Emily, Lauren, Oscar, 
Abi, Leo and George completed their 
training earlier this month and can 
now begin supporting pupils, parents 
and teachers with all aspects of 
computing and e-safety! Our plans for 
the remainder of this term are to 
learn public speaking skills so that we 
can confidently host assemblies; 
design posters to remind pupils how 
to stay safe online; and share a 
monthly top tip with parents via the 
newsletter. If you ever need to speak 
to one of us, you can look out for our 
shiny purple Digital Leader badge!

REMINDER FROM FoBS: 
Please remember to 

return your Christmas 
card artwork to school 

TODAY , Thursday October 
2021, if you wish to have 
Christmas cards ordered. 

https://buytickets.at/burhillschoolfireworks


Please see the course information below offered by Surrey County Council. Spaces are 
limited so do sign up early and take advantage of this fantastic free resource. Please visit 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning for more information. 

Maths courses and phonics workshops
Phonics (non EAL) workshop Wednesday 10th November 10.30am-11.30am
Phonics (non EAL) workshop Thursday 11th November 1.30-2.30pm
Family Maths for Key Stage Two 6 week course Thursday 4th November- 9th December 12.00-2.00pm

Parenting Courses
Help your child manage anxiety 3 week course Thursday 7.30-9pm 
Explore Behaviour Strategies 2 week course Thursday 25th November-2nd December 7.30-9pm
Understanding Children's Behaviour 5 week course Tuesday 9th November -7th December 7.30-9pm
Understanding Children's Behaviour 5 week course Wednesday 10th November- 8th December 1.00-
2.30pm
Understanding Children's Behaviour 5 week course Thursday 11th November -9th December 10-
11.30am
Understanding Children's Behaviour 5 week course Friday 12th November-10th December 10-11.30am

Courses and workshops for Parents who speak English as an 
additional language
English Grammar for EAL Families Key Stage 1 6 week course Wednesday 3rd November-8th December 
10-11.30am
English for EAL Families 6 week course Wednesday 3rd November-8th December 1.30-2pm
English for EAL Families 6 week course Thursday 4th November-9th December 10-11.30am
English Grammar for EAL Families Key Stage 2 6 week course Thursday 4th November-9th December 
1.30-2pm
Applying for a Primary School Place for EAL parents Friday 22nd October 
Education in England Workshop for EAL parents Friday 5th November 1-2.30pm
Raising Bilingual Children EAL workshop Friday 12th November 1-2.30pm
Read with your Child for EAL parents workshop Friday 19th November 1-2.30pm
Raising Bilingual Children workshop Friday 26th November 1-2.30pm

Family wellbeing and cookery courses
Yoga for Anxiety 3 week course Tuesday 2nd -15th November 10-11.30am
Family Yoga (with child 5-10 yrs) 3 week course Wednesday 3rd-17th November 4.30-5.30pm 
Health and wellness with Ayurveda 3 week course Thursday 4th-18th November 10-11.30am
Christmas Cookies and Merry Muffins 2 week course Thursday 18th-25th November 10-11.30am

Storytelling fun and half term activities
The Gruffalo storytelling workshop (4-7 yrs) Wednesday 27th October10.30am-12pm
The Gruffalo storytelling workshop (4-7 yrs) Wednesday 27th October1.30-3pm 
Elmer Storytelling workshop (2-4 yrs) Saturday 30th October 10-11.30am
Elmer Storytelling workshop (2-4 yrs) Saturday 20th November 10.30-11.30am
Elmer Storytelling workshop (2-4 yrs) Saturday 20th November 10.30-11.30am 
Gruffalo Storytelling workshop Saturday 27th November 10-11.30am

Surrey County Council Family Learning  Workshops 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20354
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20356
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20366
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20358
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20378
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20368
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20370
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20372
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20374
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20382
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20384
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20386
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20388
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20016
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20390
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20392
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20394
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20400
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20425
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20427
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20429
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20396
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20184
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20186
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20182
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20346
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20348
https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=20376


Raring2go! Autumn Magazine link: 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk
/esherandweybridge/autumn/

Free Trial Session 
and £40 discount at 

Perform

Popular children's drama 

and dance school Perform 

is offering a Free Trial 

Session and a special 

introductory discount of 

£40 for members of 

Burhill School if they sign 

up by Tuesday 25th 

January. Parents should 

quote BCIG250122 when 

they book their free 

session by going to 

perform.org.uk/try or 

calling 020 7255 9120. 

You can find out more 

about the classes at 

perform.org.uk/try. 

Alternatively, pdf flyers 

can be downloaded from 

here. 

Surrey Young Carers 
Newsletter 

To view, please click below:

Website: 
https://www.actionforcarers.org.
uk/who-we-help/young-carers-

under-18/

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/autumn/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/autumn/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/autumn/
https://www.perform.org.uk/portal/new-contact
https://www.perform.org.uk/freedramaclass?trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAwMTMzJmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPVNlcCAzMCAyMDIxICA5OjE1QU0~
http://www.perform.org.uk/userfiles/pdfs/Perform_Generic-A5-Flyer-2020.pdf
https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/who-we-help/young-carers-under-18/
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Surrey-Young-Carers.pdf?ts=1634036698694
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Surrey-Young-Carers.pdf?ts=1634036698694


https://chelseasoccerschools.co.uk



REMINDER TO ALL 
YEAR 6 

PARENTS


The deadline for Year 7 
secondary school on-time 

applications is 

31st October 2021

Please see the following link for 
further information and guidance 

for Surrey applications: 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sch

ools-and-
learning/schools/admissions/sec

ondary
or you can telephone Surrey CC 

on 0300 200 1004

https://chelseasoccerschools.co.uk/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary


Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if your child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absences on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to

Would you have kept your child off school before 
COVID-19?

Yes

Keep your child off 
school

No

Do they have: 

1. A high temperature (this means you feel hot 
to touch on your chest or back).

2. A new, continuous cough (this means 
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours.  If you 
usually have a cough it may be worse than 
usual.

3. A loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste - this means that you have noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything or things 
smell or taste different to normal. 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 
one of these symptoms. 

Yes

Please inform the school 
office, keep your child 
off school and arrange 
for a PCR test to be 
done.  
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Your child should isolate 
until you have the result 
of the test.  If the result 
is negative, and they are 
feeling well, they may 
return to school. 

No
Children who are otherwise well 
with:
-runny noses
-sore throats without a fever
-mild colds
May go to school as normal

Yes

Speak to their specialist about 
testing criteria if you haven’t 
already seen or spoken to them or 
had a letter in the post telling you 
when to worry

Does your child have an underlying chronic 
medical problem such as cystic fibrosis?

No

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

