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Dear Parents and Carers,

What an exciting half term we have had! October has, as always, been full 
of stimulating learning opportunities. The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed celebrating Black History Month, engaging in learning within class 
as well as additional themed dance lessons. We have also celebrated Hello 
Yellow day. The children participated in a range of activities promoting 
mental wellbeing and raising awareness about how to get support for their 
mental health. 

Reading is a hugely important part of our curriculum at Burhill and we 
pride ourselves on promoting reading pleasure. Many parents have taken 
the opportunity to learn more about reading at Burhill by attending the 
workshops held both in person and on screen. Mrs Brown has been 
sharing her passion for reading and advice for supporting children of all 
ages with reading at home. If you were unable to make the meetings, 
please look out for the recordings that will be circulated soon.

Thank you to those that attended the Friends of Burhill AGM earlier in the 
month. We are excited to be working with many familiar faces and a few 
new members this year. Their hard work continues and we are looking 
forward to the FOBS Fireworks on Friday 4th November.

We hope you have a restful half term and will see you all back on Tuesday, 
1st November.

Mrs Gemma Adams

Reminder for Year 6 parents to apply for a secondary 
school place by 31st October at the latest.  Please see 

further information later in this newsletter.



Year Group News
Nursery

Police officers, firefighters, doctors

and nurses have been a focus of our

learning in our Me and my world

topic. We have enjoyed dressing up

as different people who help us and

acting out experiences using small

world resources. We have learnt how

these people help us in our

community. Our vets and doctor

surgeries inside and outside have

been a particular favourite with the

children.

We have also had our first Forest

School and PE sessions this month.

We have enjoyed visiting areas

outside of Nursery and exploring the

different environments.



Year Group News
Reception

October brought a plethora of colour to Reception with autumnal
collections filling the classrooms as part of mathematical sorting,
grouping and counting activities. Creativity was in full flow with leaf
rubbings and conker creatures made by the children.

Celebrating diversity across the classes, we enjoyed learning about
African dance and followed the children's interests in mini beasts
with a popular African story of Anansi. Story time is an important
part of the school day and along with fiction, the children shared
lots of facts they had learned as part of their home learning.



Year Group News
Year 1

Year 1 have had an exciting month 

immersing themselves in our new 

text in English - Where the Wild 

Things Are. The children have been 

exploring how to use appropriate 

adjectives to describe settings and 

characters. They created their own 

settings to describe using natural 

resources collected in Forest 

School. 

In maths the children have continued their learning on place value 

within 10 with a focus on addition. They have developed an 

understanding of number bonds by using part-whole models and ten 

frames. They have enjoyed continuing their learning through their 

continuous provision. 

We were very proud of the children during the Harvest celebrations 

at the church. They behaved and sung beautifully. We continued to 

explore Harvest in our RE learning where the children created some 

posters to explain their understanding of Harvest. 

The children had lots of fun getting involved in some African dancing 

as part of our Black History Month learning. 



In Year 2, the children have continued to thrive in their work this past month. 
We have enjoyed celebrating Black History Month with a wealth of activities. 
The children have taken time to learn about some inspirational role models 
through time. We began our journey looking at Rosa Parks and how she stuck 
up for what she believed in. Year 2 were able to
link this to our value of resilience and optimism. 
Year 2 have also learnt about Dina Asher-Smith. 
We used her determination to focus on our own
goals and how we can achieve them. Even 
though we cannot do something YET, it does 
not mean it is impossible. All those within Year 2
thoroughly enjoyed the African Dance workshop. 
We learnt traditional dance moves from South Africa and merged these 
together into a dance.

Year Group News
Year 2

In English the children have really enjoyed our new story 
The Lonely Beast. We were able to use our negotiating 
skills to have a debate about whether the beast should 
leave the city or remain. All children worked so hard to 
create not one but two persuasive letters using 
vocabulary we have learnt. The Beast has gripped the 
children’s attention so much that they have been able to 
create their own beast and exciting journey!

In maths, we have used our knowledge  of numbers up to 100 to begin 
adding two numbers together. Starting with adding ones, we have 
progressed and have been able to add two 2-digit numbers. We have 
continued to use the different manipulatives to show these additions in a 
variety of ways. The children have been engaged in the 
physical learning and it has been great 
to see this transferred into their books.



Year Group News
Year 3

The fantastic learning has continued in Year 3 this month with 

exciting things going on. Each class has looked after the chickens for 

a week; feeding them, cleaning their coop and collecting the eggs. 

A highlight for each class as the children love to visit the chickens.  

Our science investigations continued as the 

children looked at transportation of water in 

plants. The children can explain how water 

travels through a plant and used a piece of 

celery and food colouring to explain it. 

This month, along with thinking about mental 

health, we have also been celebrating Black 

History month, talking about the impact some 

individuals have had on society. We learnt about 

Marcus Rashford and discussed the hard work 

and dedication he has had towards child poverty, 

ensuring children don’t go hungry. The children 

also had an African dance workshop to celebrate 

the month, which the children really enjoyed. 

The children looked bright and cheerful for Hello 

Yellow Day which highlights the importance of 

mental health. The children have discussed this 

further in class and have spent the month 

focussing on others, giving others compliments 

and making each other aware of the positive 

qualities they have. 



Year Group News
Year 4

Year 4 have had another exciting month and have particularly enjoyed setting

up an egg-cellent science investigation. The children have been exploring

different types of teeth and looking into what can cause damage and decay to

teeth. To investigate this further, each class set up an investigation in which

five egg shells were placed into five different liquids: water, vinegar, coke,

orange juice and milk. The children made predictions about each liquid and

after two days, every child was keen to observe the results!

The children have now finished reading their

English text Mouse, Bird, Snake, Wolf and were

engaged throughout the whole story. They then

become authors themselves and have planned and

written their own sequels to the story. The story

brought on a number of discussions within each

class including: What type of creature would you

create? Would you ever do someone else’s job if

they were not? What would our world look like if it

had gaps in it?



Year Group News
Year 5

This month, Year 5 have loved getting stuck into learning more 
about Space, and have used lots of our knowledge about the Solar 
System to write a non-chronological report in English, as well as to 
create a PowerPoint presentation, including lots of animations and 
transitions, which we then shared with our class.

We learnt about the different types of Moon that we see from the 
Earth and why it appears to change shape as a result of the 
amount of sunlight shining on it and the Earth's rotations. We 
demonstrated this using Oreo biscuits and then enjoyed eating our 
scientific display.

We had a great time investigating vegetation on our local visit and 
using quadrats to select specific areas to explore. 

Well done to all the Year 5 librarians! We know you have spent a 
lot of time applying for your roles and are starting to take on your 
responsibilities around school.



Year 6 have had a fantastic month,
enjoying making their Autumnal soup in
DT, joining in with Black History Month
celebrations by taking part in an African
dance workshop as well as writing
incredibly exciting and informative non-
chronological reports about spy gadgets!

They have worked hard at making their
Autumnal soup in DT by using appropriate
tools to slice and cut their vegetables up
followed by blending these together and
choosing stock and seasoning to flavour
their soup. We can't wait to taste and
evaluate our soup! To conclude our
scientific topic of electricity, the children
have been researching buildings and
monuments in cities around the world
(such as the Eiffel Tower and the Empire
State Building) to investigate how
electrical circuits are used to power these
buildings, as well as how much they cost
to run and how many lights some of them
use!

Finally, the Year 6 Team is incredibly proud
of all the Year 6 children for completing
their first round of mock End of Key Stage
Assessments. They showed true resilience
and independence throughout these
assessments. We can't wait to see what
the Year 6 children achieve after half
term.

Year Group News
Year 6



Virginia Connor
School Secretary

Staff Spotlight

I joined Burhill in September 2011 as part of the office team, 
returning to work when my youngest child started in Reception at 
another local school.   I remember being a little nervous returning 
to working life after being a full-time mum for five years, but I was 
made to feel very welcome and part of the Burhill Family straight 
away.  Before applying to work in the school, I came on a tour and I 
remember being amazed at the amount of outside space and that 
there were chickens.  This was before the school had expanded to 
become a Primary School so it was just an Infant School up to Year 2. 

Before taking time out to look after my young family, I had already worked in a 
Primary School in Thames Ditton in the busy school office, so felt very comfortable 
returning to this role.   Previously, I worked in law for fifteen years for a local firm of 
solicitors.

No two days at Burhill are the same.  The office works very much as team although 
we all have particular areas which we cover.  I am responsible for the Disclosure & 
Barring Service Checks for all of our visitors and volunteers and also do the 
administration for School Meals as well as monitoring the school’s main email and 
responding to all the queries and questions we receive.  Each day flies by incredibly 
quickly and we are kept busy helping our parents and most importantly all of our 
children, which I really enjoy.

When I am not working I enjoy spending time with my family, cooking, travelling, 
walking, listening to music and going to the cinema.  I also love reading and try to 
read every day while waiting to pick up my son from school.  

Tell us something we don’t know about you
When I was younger I played the flute and was a member of the Kingston Youth 
Orchestra and also sang at the Albert Hall for Princess Anne at a concert for Save the 
Children.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
I would remind her to believe in herself and that if you work hard you will reap the 
rewards.  It won’t always be easy but to be prepared to change direction if things 
don’t go exactly as planned.



Ian Dabson
Governor

Governor Spotlight

I started out as a Governor at a school in North London as a 
favour to a friend to help sort out some problems they were 
having. I ended up being there for over 15 years with the final 
few years as chair of resources and finance as a new school 
building was being built on site and we expanded the school 
intake. As the school was in a great state with an excellent board 
of governors quite honestly the travel to the school was too much
(I live in Surbiton) so I reluctantly left. After a while I realised I 
missed it and registered on a website to see if there was a school more locally that 
was a match for me. The reason I like Burhill is that despite being a great school 
everyone is still looking for ways to be better. The principle that in children’s 
education you are never satisfied with ‘good enough’ is why I was delighted to join 
this Governing body last year. It has been tricky going from a school where I knew 
everything and everyone to one where I know nothing but this can sometimes be 
healthy in the freedom to ask daft questions and challenge the leadership especially 
in those areas where I have some depth of experience (I am just picking up health and 
safety lead), this is the key role of a governor - to ensure that the provision of 
education to each and every child at Burhill is the best that is possible in the widest 
sense.

I started my career as an RAF engineering Officer then had a career in telecoms 
designing, building and running digital infrastructure in various companies and 
countries including two I founded but also larger ones such as BT and Virgin Media. I 
had a few years consulting then picked up a fixed term contract with HM Treasury 
advising on digital infrastructure which has turned into a permanent civil service role 
in the Infrastructure and Projects Authority. I still do some coaching and support pro 
bono mainly for growing tech businesses and, as a strong believer in lifelong learning, 
started learning Japanese before covid and hope to get back to that when time 
allows. I have quite a lot of experience on various boards on a variety of 
organisations and am constantly in awe of the quality and commitment of those who 
give of their time and experience for the benefit of others and I try hard to be worthy 
of them. I have two grown up boys and quite a large set of close family who I would 
love to see more of but with a working wife and a dog somehow time seems to get 
filled.

Tell us something we don’t know about you
I will probably be the last person alive who worked in a Boatyard in Whitstable.

What advice would you give to your primary-school-aged self? 
Don’t put stuff off, keeping ahead of things gives you options and is less stressful.



Please subscribe to our school calendar via our 
website. Please click here for further 

information. 

Mon 24th - Fri 
28th Oct

Half Term

Mon 31st Oct INSET Day

Tues 1st Nov,
2pm

Parent coffee morning
Inclusion Suite

Thurs 3rd Nov, 
2.15pm

Y1 Parent/Child 
Learning Workshop

Fri 4th Nov

Smiles 2 Smiles mufti 
day

Burhill Fireworks 

8th Nov, 9am Y5 Learning Workshop

10th Nov, 9am
Parent coffee morning
Inclusion Suite

10th Nov, 6pm
Maths Curriculum 
Evening

14th Nov
Odd Socks Day - Anti-
bullying Week

15th Nov, 9.15am
Reception: Stay & Play: 
Ducklings & Goslings

15th Nov, 2pm
Parents coffee morning
Inclusions Suite

17th Nov, 9.15am
Reception: Stay & Play: 
Cygnets

18th Nov
Children in Need

FoBS Meeting

! End of term collection times !

A reminder of collection times 
at the end of this term:

Friday, 16th December 2022
Nursery: 3pm

Reception & KS1: 3.05pm
KS2: 3.15pm

20th Nov, 9am
Parents Coffee 
Morning
Inclusion Suite

22nd Nov, 9am Y4 Learning Workshop

24th Nov, 9am
Parent coffee morning 
Inclusion Suite

29th Nov, 9am Y3 Learning Workshop

29th Nov, 9am Parent coffee morning

Wed, 30th Nov, 
5pm

Stories by Candlelight

30th Nov, 6pm
FoBS Meeting & 
Decorating school for 
Christmas

ATTENDANCE
October 2022: 95%

Target: 97%
Please ensure your child is in 
their classroom by 8:55am in 

time for registration. Thank you

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1221/calendar


USEFUL CONTACTS

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

Email: 
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836
Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 8am – 6pm

Safeguarding Contact Details
dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Surrey's Contact Centre:
0300 470 9100 

out of hours telephone: 
01483 517898

PTA FoBS Website:
https://www.friendsofburhill

school.co.uk

Whole School Priorities 2021-2023

We continue to focus on the following priorities throughout this academic year:

1. Our school's curriculum intent is clearly constructed and ambitious for all children.

2. Our school’s implementation of  the curriculum is effective and consistent ensuring improved 

outcomes in all subjects.

3. Leaders at all levels drive high expectations for all children and are skilled at evaluating the 

impact of  their actions.

4. Leaders and staff  create a calm, orderly and positive community in the school and this is 

evident in the behaviours and attitudes of  all children and all staff.

5. Our school provides opportunities and support for all children to extend their personal 

development and physical and mental wellbeing.

6. There is a safe and ambitious culture in which we refuse to accept barriers to achievement 

for all children.

48 Hour Rule: Sickness and Diarrhoea

Please may we remind parents that it 
is important to ensure that your child 
remains at home for a full 48 hours 

following any sickness, vomiting  
and/or diarrhoea before returning to 

school.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Wellbeing Check-ins

As a school, starting from after October 
half term, we will be offering wellbeing 
check-ins. This initiative is purely based on 
the children wanting to access support 
from the ELSA’s in the school. 

It gives the child the opportunity to talk 
about how they are feeling and would not 
require parental /carer consent. If you 
have any questions or feel your child would 
benefit from the service we are offering, 
please email apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


We have an increasing number of pupils
with allergies in school. 

Common UK allergens include (but are not 
limited to):- Peanuts, Tree nuts, Sesame, Milk,
Eggs, Fish, Latex, Insect venom, Pollen and 
Animal dander   

Remember, we are a NUT FREE school and all nut-based products 
are banned from the school premises. Please ensure you do not 
send your child into school with any nut-based product in their 
packed lunch or for occasions such as a birthdays  – this includes 
products that may contain traces of nuts. Potential nut allergens 
could include the following: 
• Spreads, e.g. chocolate spread cereal bars 
• Some types of biscuit containing nuts 
• Condiments, e.g. satay sauce 
• Cakes containing nuts 
• Some snack pots containing nuts 
• Seeded bread 
• Hummous
• Satay sauces 
• Pesto made with pine nuts

It is important that you check the labelling of food products before 
sending your child into school with them – it is not always apparent 
that products contain nuts or traces of nuts.

Snacks at school
Please remember that children in KS1 have access to fruit snacks at 
school during the day.  To ensure that children are eating safe and 
healthy items in school, KS2 children should bring in fruit items 
only.

ALLERGY AWARENESS



Online Gaming
As a school we have become aware of increasing numbers of children
participating in online gaming and would like to provide parents with
some guidance about how to protect their children whilst gaming. 
The NSPCC has a wealth of information about keeping your child safe, including online. Their 
page about understanding online games is a great place to start if you are not familiar with 
the risks associated with online gaming. 
Their top tips for protecting your children are:
Check the game’s content: Most games have an age rating based on their themes those with 
violent and sexual content will have a higher rating. The age rating system is provided by PEGI 
and gives an overview of individual games which can help you to decide if it's appropriate. 
These ratings don't include communication features, so a game with a low age rating may let 
children speak to people they don't know.
Change settings: Some games let players turn off communications features, mute voice chat 
and report other players who behave inappropriately. Look at the settings available to see 
what’s best for your child. All major games consoles have settings that prevent children from 
finding inappropriate games. You can set limits on how long a young person can play and 
prevent them from speaking to unknown players. It's a good idea to explore these settings 
before your child plays the game.
Talk to your child regularly: Talk about staying safe online, take an interest in the games 
they're playing and see if you can play them together and agree which ones are appropriate. 
If you're going to set limits on the amount of time a child can spend playing games, make sure 
these are clear and that you agree them together. You could try agreeing the number of 
rounds your child plays instead of a length of time. Take time to play games with your children 
so that you can understand the features. You can find out if there is anything concerning you 
need to be aware of, or safety features or parental controls which should be enabled.
Ask why they like playing the game?
Discuss who they’re playing with. Do they know everyone on their contact or friends list? 
Explain that conversations should only be about the game, and if someone starts asking them 
other questions or suggests they speak using another app they should tell you or an adult 
they trust.
Talk to them about what they’re sharing. Use examples that are easy for them to understand, 
such as “You shouldn’t give your number or any other personal information to somebody you 
don’t know on the street. Is somebody online you don’t know any different?”
Discuss in-game purchases with your child. These can be really enticing, it’s important to 
discuss that small amounts of money can add up very quickly. If you do allow your child to 
purchase items within the game discuss limits or set up their device so that purchases are 
turned off.
Make a family agreement: Consider creating a Family Agreement to establish some rules, 
which would include screen time or game-playing time. Remember that many games take a 
very long time to play and not all have regular ‘save points’. This can be very frustrating for a 
child who has spent a long time trying to get to a new level only to be called down for dinner. 
Give them fair warning, e.g. 20 minutes then 10 minutes.
An example of a family agreement can be found by following this link.
Should you become concerned about your child’s online gaming, please do speak to a 
member of school staff. 

E-safety Support

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/online-safety/online-safety---downloadable-resources/cso_familyagreement_interactive_jan2022.pdf


In September 2022 we adopted a restructure of our Learning Support Assistants

and moved away from our historic model of staff supporting individual pupils to a

much more inclusive provision, where staff support SEND pupils across classes,

year teams and phases addressing the wider needs of an inclusive school. This

model is allowing us to develop the knowledge and skills of our Learning Support

Assistants to become experts in their area of responsibility within the 4 areas of

need within the Code of Practice which includes Speech and Language, Physical

and Sensory, Social Emotional and Mental Health and Physical and Sensory

needs. Our Support Staff are benefiting from developing their skills through

training from outside agencies such as Occupational Therapy, Speech and

Language and the Physical and Sensory team as well as weekly in house training.

The children are really benefitting from the opportunity to develop relationships

with a wider range of staff through targeted interventions.

Communication

At Burhill, all class teachers are teachers of SEND and, as such, they should be

your first point of communication around day-to-day needs within the classroom.

The class teacher will then liaise with the Inclusion team if needed.

If you have any concerns or worries that you would like to raise with the Inclusion

team they can be contacted by email inclusionteam@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs Brown and Mrs Waller are also often on the gate in the morning.

SEND UPDATE

Shona Waller
Inclusion Lead 

Kate Brown
Assistant Head

Lizz Carson 

SEND Governor

Inclusion Team at Burhill 

mailto:inclusionteam@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


SEND UPDATE

This half term two groups of children in KS2 have had the opportunity to take part

in a free 6-week intervention run by Barnardo’s Children’s Charity. The

intervention is based around supporting children who potentially find the

classroom setting difficult, find it challenging to maintain concentration or

struggle to express their feelings. Many of the children who took part already

have a diagnosis of ADHD or are on the pathway for assessment

The intervention focused on building the child’s self-esteem, discussing the

positives about them as individuals, and working through a ‘tool box’ personal to

them which they can take home at the end of the course. Thank you to

Barnardo’s and Mindworks for offering our children this opportunity.

Dyslexia Awareness week 3rd - 9th October

At Burhill we have a number of children who have already received a private

diagnosis of dyslexia but are aware that we have many more children who

present with dyslexic traits. As a school we are unable to officially diagnosis

dyslexia but do recognise and take account of children who present with a

dyslexic profile of need. A child does not need a diagnosis to receive support.

What is Dyslexia?

Dyslexia primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent word reading

and spelling. Characteristic features of dyslexia are difficulties in phonological

awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing speed. Dyslexia occurs across

the range of intellectual abilities. It is best thought of as a continuum, not a

distinct category, and there are no clear cut-off points. Co-occurring difficulties

may be seen in aspects of language, motor co-ordination, mental calculation,

concentration and personal organisation, but these are not, by themselves,

markers of dyslexia. Dyslexia has a tendency to run in families. A good indication

of the severity and persistence of dyslexic difficulties can be gained by examining

how the individual responds or has responded to well-founded intervention.

Around 10% of children may have Dyslexia.



SEND UPDATE

How do we support children with Dyslexia at Burhill?

We work hard to ensure we support the children through our quality first

teaching at Burhill and strive to develop a dyslexia friendly school to help remove

any barriers to learning the children may experience. Below are some strategies

used at Burhill Primary

• Dyslexia screener to help identify strengths and areas of weakness

• Dyslexia friendly books in every classroom

• Sassoon Primary, a dyslexia friendly font is used in school

• Lessons are presented on clear, uncluttered powerpoints using pastel

coloured backgrounds to help reduce visual stress

• Visual support and scaffolding of tasks such as word banks, sentence starters,

mind maps, writing frames

• Alternative ways of recording such as sound buttons, use of ICT , scribing etc

• Multi sensory learning opportunities

• Reduced expectations in school for children to copy work from the board.

• Coloured overlays

• Reduced language and chunked instructions

• Additional time to think and respond

• Preteaching of key vocabulary

• Knowledge organisers

• Well founded interventions such as Precision teaching, Little Wandle catch

up groups , Literacy for All and Preteaching.

• Whole staff training over the past few months has focused on strategies to

help reduce the cognitive load and support memory and recall ensuring

there are many opportunities for overlearning and pre teaching of new

concepts

Dyslexia awareness month | Surrey Local Offer

Dyslexia awareness month. October is Dyslexia awareness 
month. You can find out more about it on the NHS 
website.. A number of famous people have been 
diagnosed with Dyslexia and we have shared a couple of 
quotes below about their experiences:
www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk

https://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/news/dyslexia-awareness-month
http://www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk/


Pupil Voice
Over the past month, pupils have been working hard in 
their new roles around school. Let’s introduce you to 
them and what they do.

House Captains and House Vice Captains
Our captains have been busy over this past term. House 
Captains have been allocated their committee in order 

to facilitate Pupil Parliament meetings and to advocate on 
their peers behalf. The children have completed a variety 

of tasks of tasks such as writing letters detailing their 
committees’ focus and creating a poster competition for 

our new safety campaign. We are very excited to see how these focuses 
progress over the next term.

A big thank you to some of our House Captains and House Vice Captains 
who volunteered and supported our recent Parents’ Consultation. There 
has been a lot of positive feedback from staff and adults who attended the 
event.

Sports Captains and Sports Vice Captains
The Sports Captains and Sports Vice Captains have taken 
their new role in their stride. After a new timetable and 
layout of lunchtime activities, the captains have 
facilitated different sports activities to promote good 
play. They wear the school values on their new grey ties 
in order to become that good role model for everyone 
playing sports at lunchtime.

Lunchtime Mentors
This has been a new role that has developed this year and what a great 
start we have had! The children have taken their new role by storm and 
supported many of their peers already. The mentors are responsible for 
different activities at lunchtime as well as supporting our lunchtime staff. 
Included within the new role is the opportunity to go and support our 
Reception children. This is to provide a friendly and familiar face so 
children of all ages can feel safe at lunchtimes.

All of our children have done an amazing job in their new role so far. We 
cannot wait to see the greatness the will achieve this year. 
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What does the law say?
By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16) must receive a suitable, full time education. As a 
parent, you are responsible for making sure this happens.

What about authorised absence?
There may be times when your child has to miss school because she or he is ill. This is to be expected and you 
should follow the school’s procedures for notifying illness. Children may also have to attend a medical or dental 
appointment in school time.

What about an unauthorised absence or holiday?
Where a child is taken out of school for 5 days or more and the ‘leave of absence’ is without the authority of the 
headteacher then, each parent could receive a penalty notice for each child who is absent. The school or local 
authority can fine parents for the unauthorised absence of their child, where the child is of compulsory school age. 
These days do not need to be consecutive. 
The Education Welfare Service, acting on behalf of Surrey County Council may issue a Penalty Notice as an 
alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s unauthorised absence from school and requires 
the recipient to pay a fixed amount. The amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 if paid within 21 days 
of receipt of the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If the penalty notice remains unpaid 
after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that penalty 
notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a family of two parents and two children will receive 4 penalty 
notices.

What can you do to help?
If your child is ill or absent for any other reasons, contact the school by 9:30am via Studybugs. 
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
Make sure your child arrives at school on time.

What can the school do to help?
Some parents may be finding it difficult to ensure that their child attends school regularly. If this is the case, please 
speak to Mrs Pugh, the Home School Link Worker, as soon as possible so that the situation can be addressed. You 
can contact her via email at: apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Why is it important for children not to miss school?
All parents want the best for their children and for them to get on well in life. Having a good education is important to ensure
that they have the best opportunities in their adult life.  If children do not attend school regularly they may:
•Struggle to keep up with school work.
•Miss out on the social side of school life.  Poor attendance can affect children’s ability to make and keep friendships; a vital
part of growing up.
Below is a table showing how children’s percentage attendance equates to the amount of school time missed. 

Children must be in their classrooms for morning registration at 8:55am. If a child arrives late to school every day, their 
learning begins to suffer. 

ATTENDANCE

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Hello Yellow Day
Earlier this month, we celebrated Hello Yellow Day as a school. We 
marked 'World Mental Health Day' by wearing elements of yellow 

and discussing how every feeling is important.
Children enjoyed taking on some challenges as a school and were 
able to put smiles on lots of faces within the Burhill community!

Free Furniture!
We have some seating which
we no longer require in school.
We are happy to give it away
on a first come, first served
basis. The unit is made up of 4
sofa seats and 3 corner seats.
These can go together or in
separate pieces as long as you
can take them away. Please call
the office if you are interested!

Notice to parents: Hersham Development
The school Governing body is planning to meet with the 
development team after half term to discuss the proposed 
development in the Hersham centre.  We will update the school 
community as we learn more.



SCHOOL ABSENCES –

PENALTY NOTICES
A reminder to parents/carers that if they take 

their children out of school without authority 

for 5 or more days (which do not have to be 

consecutive), they will be liable to receive a 

penalty notice. Currently the amount payable 

under a penalty notice is £60.00 per 

parent/carer per child if paid within 21 days.  

Thereafter the amount increases to £120.00 if 

paid between 21 and 28 days. If the penalty 

notice remains unpaid after 28 days, the Local 

Authority will consider a prosecution in the 

Magistrates Court. Please note that penalty 

notices are issued per parent/carer per child 

so a family of two parents and two children 

will receive 4 penalty notices.

Please click here to view the letter to parents 

from Surrey County Council regarding Penalty 

Notices as well as the Application form for 

leave of absence for exceptional 

circumstances

Communicating with school

Please use the following email addresses to contact your teacher

Year Group Email Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Please contact your class teacher using the email addresses above.  If they are unable to assist and you 
need to raise your issue, please contact one of the following: 
Early Years Leader: jkirwan@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
KS1 Leader/Assistant Head:  kbrown@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Lower Key Stage 2 Leader: abrady@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Upper Key Stage 2 Leader: kpotterell@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Inclusion/SEND: inclusionteam@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk

School Policies
Please view our school policies on 
the Policies page of the website.  
This includes our: 
• Uniform Policy 
• Behaviour Policy
• Child Protection & Safeguarding 

Policy
• School Improvement Plan

Reminder to Parents:
Collecting children from school

Please supervise your 
child/children at the end of  the 

school day. Younger children must
stay with parents whilst waiting for 

older siblings on school grounds. 
This is to keep all children safe. 

Thank you.

https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PARENT-LETTER-FROM-SCHOOL-SCC.pdf?ts=1655895991584
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Application-for-Leave-of-Absence-Form.pdf?ts=1655895661828
mailto:jkirwan@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kbrown@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:abrady@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:kpotterell@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionteam@Burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1216/policies
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Uniform-Policy-2022-updated-September-2022.pdf?t=1662549954
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Behaviour-Policy-2022-2023.pdf?t=1662625832
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Safeguarding-Child-Protection-Policy-September-2022-23-Updated-August.pdf?t=1662030951
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Burhill-Primary-SIP-2022-2023-website-version.pdf?t=1664440246?ts=1664440263


Reminder: Absences 
If your child is absent for any 

reason, including illness, please 
report this on Studybugs before 

9.30am.  This information is 
visible by the office and class 

teachers.

https://studybugs.com/about/p
arents

Parent Coffee Mornings
Please join us in the 
Inclusion Suite

• Tuesday, 1st November, 2pm
• Thursday, 10th November, 9am 
• Tuesday, 15th November, 2pm 
• Thursday, 24th November, 9am
• Tuesday, 29th November, 2pm
• Thursday, 8th December, 9am

We look forward to seeing you.  Babies 
and toddlers welcome.

Our value for November will be

PEACE

Local Burglaries

We are aware there have been 
a spate of local burglaries in 
Hersham recently.  Please see 
the website below to read 
about preventative measures 
you can take, particularly as 
daylight hours get shorter and 
we enter the Christmas period.  
https://www.surrey.police.uk/c
p/crime-prevention/

Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6
Leader Board: October

1 Emily Kestrels Y6

2 Joseph Ravens Y4

3 Luka Falcons Y6

4 Iris Falcons Y6

5 Riley Merlins Y6

6 Stanley Pheasants Y5

7 James Ravens Y4

8 Euan Partridges Y5

9 Martin Merlins Y6

10 Frankie Partridges Y5

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://www.surrey.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/


Primary & Secondary school places: September 2023

** Reminder for Year 6 parents: Applying for a secondary school place September 
2023 **

Surrey County Council suggests that secondary applications are made by 21st

October as this is the Friday before the half term holiday.  The closing date for 
secondary applications: 31st October 2022

For further information, please visit:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions

** Reminder to Nursery Parents: Applying for a Reception school place for 
September 2023 **

The opening date for on-time applications to Primary schools is 31st  October 2022.  
The closing date for on-time applications to Primary schools is 15th January 2023.

For more information, please see the following link via Surrey County Council: 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-

junior-and-infant/apply

School Lunches
Please remember to submit your 
child’s lunch choices each week.  You 
are able to submit options up to 3 
weeks in advance through to 
midnight the previous day which is 
when the lists close for the following 
day.  We have had many parents 
forgetting to place orders and the 
kitchen is not able to cater for 
unordered meals.  If you forget to 
order a school meal, please 
telephone the office before 9.30am, 
otherwise you will be required to 
bring in a packed lunch for your 
child. The new menu comes into 
effect after half term.
Thank you

Mini Library
Our mini library 
at the Children’s 
Entrance is up 
and running.  
Please feel free 
to donate and 
borrow any adult books from 
here.  

We have a separate mini 
library  in the forest school 
area for the children and of 
course they make regular 
use of our wonderful library 
in school.

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-junior-and-infant/apply


Here is a selection of the recent Black History Month home learning.
We hope the children enjoyed learning about these influential people
and are proud of the wonderful posters they have produced.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH



Please join us for our hugely popular 
Fireworks event!  Book tickets here: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
burhillfireworks

There are lots of fun ideas included in 
this issue for Autumn.

Please click here

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/autumn2022/?utm_source=School+Distribution
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/burhillfireworks
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/esherandweybridge/autumn2022/




Remember Monday, 
31st October is an 

INSET day.  
We look forward to 

welcoming the 
children back to 

school on  Tuesday, 
1st November!


