
Dear Parents and Carers

December has been a month filled with so many magical learning experiences for all 
of the children.  Although this term has been very challenging, with your support, we 
have been able to maintain some of the Burhill Christmas traditions as well as start 
new ones. Our KS2 children enjoyed a special virtual Christingle Service with St 
Peter’s.  The reindeer have been able to visit and the children have been able to 
perform Christmas songs and poems.  For the first time, Father Christmas has brushed 
up on his technology skills and beamed into our classrooms via video.  We are also 
enjoying a virtual pantomime performance this week.  It has been a long term, but as 
usual we finish with a happy feeling, knowing what stars the children have been, and 
how much they have enjoyed the end of term. 

We will sadly be saying farewell to some of our valued support staff who will be 
leaving Burhill at the end of this term.  Mrs Kewley has been a dedicated teaching 
assistant and will be moving on to a new role in another local school.  Mrs Feltham has 
supported many children throughout her time at Burhill and will be missed.  Mrs West 
has worked across the school supporting our children to achieve their very best and 
will be moving on to another local school. Mrs Morgan will also be moving on to 
support older students at a local university.  She has worked closely with the children 
in Magpies class since Reception.  We wish all of the staff moving on the very best in 
the future. 

Thank you for all your support and help this term.  A huge thank you to all of the 
parent volunteers who have supported FoBS this term.  We are so lucky to have a very 
dedicated FoBS (PTA) committee that have given up so much time this term.  They 
have thought in very creative ways to support our Burhill community, organising the 
pumpkin trail in half term, sourcing Father Christmas for all classes, wrapping gifts for 
every child and coming up with the amazing idea of donating a book. Also, thank you 
for supporting us in little ways by reading with your children and encouraging with 
learning at home. 

On behalf of all of the staff at Burhill I just wanted to say a special thank you for all the 
cards with kind words and the generous presents you give at this time of the year. We 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Mrs Gemma Adams

Office: 01932 225 836 (8.45am-4.30pm)

Email: office@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
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The children in Nursery have been keeping 

the magic alive for us this Christmas!

They have enjoyed adding decorations to a 

Christmas tree, developing their fine motor 

skills, problem solving and creativity skills 

all at the same time. They have also been busy 

making Christmas cards for their loved 

ones and decorations to take home to add 

to their trees and homes for the Christmas 

period.

The nursery sends everyone a big cup of 

Merry Christmas cheer for the festive season.



Five, four, three, two, one, blast off was a familiar sound throughout December 

as the children recreated their own space stations as part of learning about the 

solar system. We learnt about the suitability of planet Earth for life and how it 

orbits the sun to give us night and day. Using information books, we looked at 

stars and recreated our own constellations from a range of media.

Christmas festivities are everywhere. Thank you to FoBS for making our book 

'Wish List' a reality. The children took great joy in opening one each day as part of 

Advent. Christmas preparations could also be seen as the children bought and 

sold toys in their classroom toy shop. Wrapping paper, scissors and tape were 

supplied to give lots of early practice in wrapping presents. They had to measure 

the paper, wrap and tape it together and most fun of all was deciding who to give 

it to. At first children used phonics but when unsure, it was so lovely to see them 

ask each other how to spell their name before writing it on their parcel.



We have been very busy in Year 1 preparing for 

Christmas and the festivities. The children have 

worked so hard learning their songs and singing with 

pride. In classrooms, our elves have been causing 

mischief. They arrived with a bang at the beginning of 

December and are watching the good choices the 

children have been making and are reporting back to 

Santa Claus. To add to the winter feel, we have had a 

book advent in class, unwrapping a Christmas or 

wintery book every day. This has added to the love of 

reading different books. We are all looking forward to 

our Christmas plans over the final week, topping it off 

with visiting the reindeers, Elfridges, our Christmas 

lunch, and our Christmas Party.



December has been busy for Year 2. As part of our 

‘Muck, Mess and Mixtures’ topic, we have been 

designing and making our Christmas cards, learning 

how to marble paper in different ways. We started 

by exploring and putting marbling ink in water, 

before trying out the same technique using food 

colouring in milk. The children loved seeing the 

different effects that the marbling made with many 

explosions of colour and a variety of different 

textures being created. The children then decided 

on their favourite marbling technique for their 

personalised Christmas cards. We have practised 

our cutting skills to cut Christmas shapes into the 

cards and have written personal messages, ready 
to go home in time for Christmas.

The children have enjoyed the annual elf visit in their 

classrooms – the location and activity of the elf has 

caused lots of discussion, especially when he held 

Traction Man captive and then, when he moved all the 

children’s names down onto the cloud and moved 

himself up to the superstar!

We have also been busy learning our 

Christmas songs, Frosty the Snowman and 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town to share 

with you . As well as this, we have been 

working hard in music to learn the words to 

a Christmas rap, ‘Ho, Ho, Ho’, which the 

children have loved learning! They have 

then been using the glockenspiels to learn 

the basic notes to accompany the song.

The Year 2 team wish you a wonderful 

Christmas break.



Year 3 Stone Age Day

For our Stone Age Day we came dressed up as 

hunter-gatherers. We started the day with a 

Stonehenge challenge; we had to make the 

famous monument out of custard creams, rich 

teas and bourbons to represent the different 

stones. After this, we made our own paint out 

of berries, clay and charcoal. We made the 

paint using these natural resources and then 

went out to our cave and painted mammoths, 

hunters and other animals like they would have 

in the Stone Age.

In the afternoon, our mission was to hunt a 

woolly mammoth. We crawled on the floor, 

looked for clues (mammoth poo, broken sticks, 

footprints) and made lots of noise before 

finding a huge woolly mammoth in the forest 

school area. We found marshmallows to toast 

and enjoyed our prize.

Christmas Surprises in Year 3

In Year 3, we loved reading Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone to kick off our 

Christmas celebrations during The Night Before Christmas treat. We came in to our 

beautifully decorated rooms on the first of December and also found a cheeky class elf, 

who has caused chaos and mayhem every single day since! We have also been very 

creative; doing a doodle a day to celebrate advent as well as creating some lovely 

Christmas cards (which you will receive soon). With Mrs Bungay, we learnt a special 

Christmas dance and we have also been learning some Christmas songs during our 

outside singing assemblies. We visited Elfridges, watched a special Christmas pantomime 

performance and also created a Christingle during the church service. We had a lovely RE 

lesson and discussed whether we thought Christmas had become commercialised and 

what the real, true meaning of Christmas is. As you can see, we have been very busy in 

Year 3 whilst fitting in all our usual fantastic learning.



In Year 4, we have really 
enjoyed spending time making 
some festive artwork. We 
started by making our very 
own Burhill festive robins. 
These will be hung on the tree 
on Hersham Green (as they 
have been in previous years) 
so please do go and take a look 
at them over the Christmas 
holidays. We have also created 
our own Christmas decorations 
for our outdoor Burhill trees, 
with the theme being festive 
sweet treats!

We have finished our story 'The Wild Robot' and written our 
own sequel story to this wonderful book. Finally, we enjoyed 
our Anglo Saxon day this month to conclude our historical 
topic. We had fun dressing up as Anglo Saxons. We also 
experienced a virtual workshop, when we learnt about Anglo 
Saxon weapons, how they lived and we were also told the 
ancient story of Beowulf!



Year 5 have had a busy time in the build up to the Christmas holidays. The 

children kick-started the month with hot chocolate at home and the chance to 

hear their teachers read ‘The Christmasaurus’. They came in the next day 

greeted by the spectacle of their classes adorned with Christmas decorations 

and holiday themed music. Year 5 have also enjoyed singing a number of 

songs, as well as learning the accompanying dance moves during their 

singing assemblies this month. They have also been cutting impressive 

shapes with their festive dance, taught by Mrs Bungay. This has been 

recorded for you all to enjoy.

In English the children have continued to learn about the inspirational 

Wangari Maathai, the first African woman to be awarded the Nobel peace 

prize. They have been given the opportunity to write and perform their own 

speeches advocating the changes they would like to see in the world. In 

mathematics, the year group have been working on a number of challenging 

word problems related to area and perimeter. The children have also 

continued to enjoy learning about different mini-beasts. They have conducted 

a number of experiments with the bugs they have found in forest school, as 

well as creating their own drawings inspired by Charles Darwin in art.

Year 5 are looking forward to ending the year with a special visit from a 

variety of exotic creatures, when they meet the beasts. Finally, they will be 

enjoying a virtual visit from Father Christmas and a pantomime. 



This month, Year 6 were visited by 
the Home Front Bus. It was a 

fantastic morning as the children 
were able to venture back in time to 

discover what the inside of an 
Anderson shelter was like and how 

a living room would have looked 
back then. The children then wrote 

their own accounts of the 
experience and we think that Beth's 

writing gives a fantastic outlook:

I guessed it before I got into school. 
There, standing tall and proud in armour 
of gleaming red, was the Homefront Bus. 
Me and my friend would have jumped up 
and down if we weren't House Captains. 

There was a flurry of excitement in my 
stomach. I'd been waiting for this day 

since forever.

We started on the lower deck, but it 
didn't feel low. We were birds dominating 
the sky! In the small, homely living room, 

in which we started our journey, we 
learnt about gas masks, air-raid shelters 

and the good old wireless radio. In a 
corner, lay the blackout curtains. I loved 
it, my life wasn't in 2020; it was in 1939. 

Next, we went to Sainsburys. No, we 
didn't pop in for a bottle of water, it was 

a replica of one. Once there, the stories 
flowed. Rationing ruled most of our talk, 

but it was interesting to see which 
products we still use today.



Message from Audrey Pugh

The charity Smiles2Smiles has very generously donated several Christmas gift 
hampers for some of our Burhill families. We as staff have been blown away by 
the charity’s generosity and cannot thank them enough.

Holly Ruse, who lives locally, continues to offer meals if needed. Please contact 
Audrey (apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk) if this is something you may need over the 

Christmas period.

We would also like to thank Refresh Church, Molesey, which is organising 
Christmas Dinner on Jesus, for helping local families this Christmas.

The New Year can be a financial struggle. If you need any help at all, please get in 
touch.

The food bank, Walton Charities, have donated generously to support our 
families.  We would like to say a huge thank you!

Please contact Audrey for a food bank voucher if needed before we break up, or 
contact Jackie Richards, the Vicar at St Peters Church.

Food bank opening times:
Christmas Opening Times 2020

Monday 21st December – 10-11am – St John’s

Tuesday 22nd December – 10-11am - St John’s

Wednesday 23rd December 10-11am - St Peter’s

Thursday 24th December 10-11am - St John’s

Friday 25th December – Closed

Monday 28th December – Closed

Tuesday 29th December – 10-11am - St John’s

Wednesday 30th December – 10-11am St Peter’s

Thursday 31st December – 10-11am St John’s

Friday 1st January – Closed

Open as normal from Monday 4th January 2021

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Boosting Wellbeing throughout Christmas 

Any time of year is a good time to boost children’s emotional wellbeing, 

but there are lots of things they can do at Christmas that will help with 

positive thinking, mindfulness and thinking of others.

1. Make gifts for those close to them. Everyone loves a 

homemade gift.

2. Make and decorate Christmas crackers. Instead of jokes, or 

forfeits, invite the children to put messages of love and kindness 

inside the crackers to brighten everyone’s day.

3. Make personalised Christmas cards to send to family and 

friends. Include a personal thank you message to show their 

appreciation of them and the things they do.

4. Make a bird feeder and hang it outside where they can see it and 

enjoy watching the different birds visit.  This can be a very 

calming thing to do.

5. Keep a Positive Diary over the Christmas holidays. Explain that 

this is a diary of only positive thoughts and comments. These can 

be lovely things that happened, complimentary comments 

about others, or things about themselves that they are proud of. 

6. Cut out stars and ask the children to write their star qualities on 

them. These are talents, skills and personality traits that make 

them special. String the stars together to make Christmas bunting 

to put up on display.

7. Making paper chains is a calming activity that can be done 

alone or with others. They make great decorations for the home. 

Create positive paper chains by asking the children to write 

positive messages on the back of each strip. These could be things 

they are grateful for; the names of people special to them or 

things they love about Christmas. 



Walton's Christmas Festival of Lights presents

We’re really sad we can’t run the Festival of Light this year, but have thought up 
some fun ideas to keep the family entertained during the Festive Season. We hope 
you’ll join in!

• CHRISTMAS WINDOW COMPETITION
• SANTA SEARCH runs until 24th December
• SANTA’S GIFT OF GIVING
• CHRISTMAS TREES

For more information, please visit www.WoTTA.co.uk

FAMILY ACTIVITIES IN TOWN FOR CHRISTMAS 2020 

Drop off Times

BUBBLE TIME

Year 5/6  (Children’s Entrance) 8.40 - 8.45am

Year 3/4 (Children’s Entrance) 8.45 - 8.50am

Year 1/2 (Children’s Entrance) 8.50 - 8.55am 

Reception without siblings (flagpole entrance) 8.50 - 8.55am

Nursery (Children’s Entrance) 8.55 - 9.00am 

Collection Times

BUBBLE TIME

Nursery (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.00 - 3.05pm

Reception (enter through flagpole entrance) 3.00 - 3.05pm 

Year 3/4 (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.05 - 3.10pm

Year 1/2 (enter from Pleasant Place) 3.10 - 3.15pm

Year 5 (released from flagpole exit) 3.20pm 

Year 6 (released from Pleasant Place exit) 3.20pm 
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Times Table Rock Stars Leader 
Board for Years 2-6

Leader board

Fastest average speed Starlings

Highest accuracy rate Swans

Highest number of 
participants

Doves

A huge well done to all the children who 
have been on their class leader board 

this week.
Keep up the great work! 

1 Kamisiyochi Rooks Year 4

2 Frankie Doves Year 3

3 Stanley Doves Year 3

4 Emily Rooks Year 4

5 Joshua Wrens Year 2

We would usually welcome 
families into the Surrey History 
Centre to make crafts but this 

year we have gone virtual with a 
simple Christmas craft activity 

video. The video also introduces 
the concept of the archive and 

includes pictures of old 
Christmas Tree photos from our 

collection.
------------

Make Scrap Paper Christmas Trees 
with Surrey Heritage - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rqknkDfEr3g

Make simple Christmas Trees 
with paper from the recycling 

box and see some old Christmas 
Tree photos from the archive.

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/herita
geevents

Our value for January will 

be:

Online Nativity 

from Hersham Baptist Church

A number of children from Burhill and 

Bell Farm schools have helped us to 

make a 14 minute online nativity play 

called ’The Nativity News’ as part of our 

church’s Christmas programme.

Please click on the link below to enjoy 

the nativity over the Christmas period!

https://youtu.be/XsKDCvuAh1c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqknkDfEr3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqknkDfEr3g
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritageevents
https://youtu.be/XsKDCvuAh1c


Communicating with your Teacher
Should you have any general queries for your teacher, please email them using the 
year group email address which is checked regularly throughout the day.

Year Group Email

Nursery: yearN@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Reception: yearR@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 1: year1@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 2: year2@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 3: year3@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 4: year4@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 5: year5@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Year 6: year6@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

School Priorities 2020 – 2021

We will be focusing on the following priorities throughout this academic 
year:

1. Ensure there is sufficiently challenging broad knowledge and skills based curriculum 
provision for all pupils and for those accessing learning remotely.

2. To accelerate progress and strengthen achievement in all areas across the school so 
that increasing proportions of children are working within age related expectations

3. Make sure teachers provide specific, timely feedback and address misconceptions to 
enable accelerated progress

4. Make sure immediate action is taken when gaps in learning are identified

5. To strengthen leadership across the school at all levels.

6. Continue to make sure the learning opportunities provided enable children to develop 
positive learning behaviours. 



E-safety Workshops

Please join us for our forthcoming 
e-safety workshops will be 

covering the following topics: 
screen time, social media and 

mobile phones.

Wednesday 27th January 2021
- 10.00am (Please click on the
following link to join the meeting):
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_OWFlM2QyNTctM
WU2My00ZWE4LWE1MTgtYmJkYzg2YzY
yOGMw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%
22Tid%22%3a%22850af194-9da6-434c-
868d-
0003ecd522bd%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a
%22a100f4bd-adc4-4991-b6da-
dde188ca138d%22%7d

- 6.00pm (Please click on the
following link to join the meeting):
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_OWFlM2QyNTctM
WU2My00ZWE4LWE1MTgtYmJkYzg2YzY
yOGMw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%
22Tid%22%3a%22850af194-9da6-434c-
868d-
0003ecd522bd%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a
%22a100f4bd-adc4-4991-b6da-
dde188ca138d%22%7d

The Christmas hampers 
provided by FoBS for some 

of our families are amazing! 
Thank you for the love and 
thought that has gone into 

each one. Thank you for 
your kindness and 
continued support.

STEM for Starters

A resource for coding and science 

projects that are free to download 

and use anywhere, anytime. In 

particular our Scratch - First Steps

coding project combines colourful 

graphics with step by step 

instructions and is designed to get 

young people up and running with 

coding. It’s ideal for complete 

beginners as well as anyone who 

needs a refresher on the basics. 

The Christmas break seems an ideal 

opportunity for children to have fun 

while developing their coding skills. 

All the projects are free and readily 

available on our website 

stemforstarters.com

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_OWFlM2QyNTctMWU2My00ZWE4LWE1MTgtYmJkYzg2YzYyOGMw@thread.v2/0?context={"Tid":"850af194-9da6-434c-868d-0003ecd522bd","Oid":"a100f4bd-adc4-4991-b6da-dde188ca138d"}
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_OWFlM2QyNTctMWU2My00ZWE4LWE1MTgtYmJkYzg2YzYyOGMw@thread.v2/0?context={"Tid":"850af194-9da6-434c-868d-0003ecd522bd","Oid":"a100f4bd-adc4-4991-b6da-dde188ca138d"}
https://stemforstarters.com/code-club/


Safeguarding Contact 
Details

dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Surrey's Contact Centre:

0300 470 9100 
(out of hours telephone: 

01483 517898)

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker:
Audrey Pugh 

apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01932 225836
Audrey is also at the exit gate 

Monday – Thursday each week

PTA FoBS Website
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

Fri 18th Dec 
2020:

Last day of Autumn 
Term:

- 1:00-1:05pm - Nursery 

- 1:00-1:05pm - Reception (enter 
through flagpole 
entrance)

- 1:05-1:10pm - Year 3-4

- 1:10-1:15pm - Year 1-2

- 1:20pm - Year 5 (meet parents 
on New Berry Lane)

- 1:20pm - Year 6 (walk home 
alone or meet on 
Pleasant Place)

Mon 4th Jan 
2021

First day of Spring 
Term

Wed 27th

January 2021
- 10.00am
- 6.00pm

E-Safety Workshop
(please see details 
within this newsletter)

Mon 15th –
Fri 19th Feb 
2021

Half Term

Thurs 1st April 
2021
-1.30pm

Last day of Spring 
Term

Dates for your diary

ATTENDANCE
December 2020:

97.6%
Target: 97%

Well done everyone!

mailto:dsl@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Attendance
The flow diagram below may be helpful if you child becomes poorly and you 

are unsure whether you should send them to school. Please keep reporting 

absence on Studybugs and informing the office of any symptoms that may 

require a test to be taken for Covid-19. 

Help to protect our environment. Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to.


