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Message from Mrs Adams 

 

The children have started the new 

year with an optimistic attitude 

towards learning.  They have 

enjoyed working together to solve 

challenging problems in STEM 

week, developing problem solving 

skills and linking learning across 

different areas of the curriculum.   

We have reviewed our school 

values and have enjoyed 

celebrating the values in our 

weekly assembly on a Friday.  It 

has been lovely to see children 

showing kindness, cooperation 

and tolerance in the classroom 

and around school.  

There has been a continued focus 

on our wider curriculum with 

more teacher clubs on 

 

 

 

 

offer this term.  We are very 

lucky to have such a committed 

group of staff who give up their 

time to offer different clubs.  

The Young Voices choir have 

been rehearsing ready to 

perform at the 02 Arena in 

February and the Forest Schools 

club have enjoyed learning new 

skills outside. Mr Routley 

continues to share his love of 

reading with our children 

through his Chatterbox club and 

Mr Whishaw is very busy 

offering a variety of sports clubs 

for all of our children.  Our 

teachers have also enjoyed 

attending a weekly yoga session 

with Hannah Juliano and have 

started to introduce yoga 

sessions to the children.  

We are very excited to 

announce that our new school 

website will go live next month.  

The leadership team have been 

working hard to create a 

website that is useful for our 

current parents and provides 

you with key information about 

our school.  

Please continue to read our 

newsletter to find out more 

about the learning experiences 

the children have enjoyed this 

month. 

 

   Mrs Gemma Adams 

 

 

 

 

Tues 4 Feb 

Young Voices 
Performance at the O2 
(Group of Year 5 &  
Year 6 children) 

Thurs 6 & 
 Fri 7 Feb 

Year 2 Pedals in the 
Playground 

Wed 12 Feb 
6.30pm 

Year 2 Sleepover 

Thurs 13 Feb 
2.30pm 

Year 2 Sleepover 
Assembly to parents 

Fri 14 Feb Inset Day 

Mon 17 – Fri  
21 Feb  

Half Term 

Mon 9 Mar –  
Fri 13 Mar 

Parent Consultation 
Week 

Thurs 19 Mar 
-9.30am 
-6pm 

KS2 Concert 
-Parents, toddlers & KS1 
-Adults only  

Fri 20 Mar 
2pm 

KS2 Concert 
Adults & Y6 

Thurs 2 Apr 
-9.15am 
 
-10.15am 
-11.15am 

Easter Church Service 
-Reception, Nursery & 
Parents 
-Y1, Y2 & Parents 
-Y3, Y4,Y5 & Y6  
(pupils only) 

Fri 3 April 
1.30pm 

Break up for Easter 
holidays 

 

School Attendance 
 

January 96.5% 

School target 97% 

Just off target. 

Dates for your 
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Inside this 
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Our school value for February will be 

 

NURSERY APPLICATIONS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR A NURSERY PLACE AT BURHILL NURSERY IS 

MONDAY 2 MARCH 2020.  NURSERY APPLICATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE SCHOOL 

OFFICE OR EMAIL DATA@BURHILL.SURREY.SCH.UK 

Year 4 

 

In Year 4, we have thoroughly enjoyed the start to our 

new topic, We could be heroes 

#justlikethesmashingsaxons. We have especially loved 

learning how to read Anglo Saxon Runes and then using 

this knowledge, to decode and translate letters from a 

real Anglo Saxon called Mike!  

We have also been to the site of a real Anglo Saxon 

town that has been recreated by Butser Ancient Farm. 

We were able to experience life as an Anglo Saxon by 

wattling our own fences, spinning sheep's wool and 

becoming archaeologists by investigating a variety of 

different Anglo Saxon artefacts that would have been 

found inside roundhouses.  

 

We are looking forward to finding out more about how 

the Anglo Saxons came to be in control of most of 

Britain, their journey from other countries and their 

religious beliefs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Street Detectives! 

Eagles, Herons and Swans classes have been 

detectives, looking for clues about the past and the 

present and finding out about the human features 

in the streets around our school. They took 

photographs, plotted the key buildings onto a 

simple map and created a tally chart to record the 

frequency of each feature. As good detectives, 

they have used these clues to complete a range of 

research projects back in the classroom.   

 

Year 2 Diary Dates: 

 Thursday 30th January at 9.15 am and 3.15 pm – 

Year 2 sleepover briefing meetings  

 Thursday 6th February (am) – Eagles class pedals 

training 

 Thursday 6th February (pm) – Swans class pedals 

training 

 Friday 7th February (am) – Herons class pedals 

training 

 Wednesday 12th February at 6.30 pm – Year 2 

sleepover 

 Thursday 13th February at 2.30 pm – Year 2 

sleepover assembly 

 

mailto:DATA@BURHILL.SURREY.SCH.UK
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Report an absence 

 
https://studybugs.com/about/parents 

 

Book an Appointment 

 
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 

 

After School Club  
Tel: 07948 520897 whilst club is in session 

 

 

Home School Link Worker 
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk 

 

PTA FoBS Website 

https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk 

 

 

Year 6 
 
Our new theme in Year Six, Wonder World, got off to a chilly start: 
icebergs – and lots of them!  
We began with a scientific approach, observing and recording their 
appearance and behaviour in different conditions.  
Our next encounter with icebergs was the ice-breaker activity in 
the problem-solving workshop as part of STEM week! This time the 
challenge was to populate the iceberg with penguins, without 
destabilising the iceberg.  
 

 
 

Meanwhile in literacy, the children were working on spine-chilling, 

writing suspenseful stories in a snow-filled setting. 

 

Mobile Phones 

Unlike other year groups, Year Six children have the option of 

bringing a mobile phone to school. This is possible only if they walk 

to school alone, and if their parents feel they actually need a 

mobile phone. Since the beginning of term, Year Six have had a 

number of conversations around the safe use of mobile phones. 

We will continue to work on this to establish a charter, whereby 

rights and responsibilities are clearly established.   

Pupil-Parent Workshops 

Our pupil-parent workshops are now in full swing, and we have 

been delighted to welcome children and parents to sample the 

topics we cover in maths and literacy. So far, we have looked at 

place value, four operations and word classes. Here is the 

timetable for the coming weeks, but please do not hesitate to 

contact us is you have something particular you would like to look 

at.  Here is an updated timetable for the sessions: 

 

Year 5 

 

Year 5 have loved 'travelling through 

time' this term. To begin our topic, we 

interviewed a variety of people from 

different generations including a mother 

alongside her baby, a grandparent and 

someone who is retired. Inspired by our 

class text 'Tom's Midnight Garden', we 

used our extraordinary imaginations to 

write our own stories about a character 

who travels through time using a portal 

object. In art, we explored the Surrealism 

Movement and analysed the work of 

Salvador Dali. We then enjoyed designing 

and creating our own unique clocks! We 

have conducted a range of time-related 

science experiments. One of these was 

testing the reaction time of people of 

different ages. Another was taking all 

clocks and watches out of the classroom 

and estimating the time throughout the 

afternoon, this made us realise how 

much we rely on time! 

 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk


4 
 

 

 

 

 

Home School Link Worker 

My role as the Home School Linker Worker involves 

working with families to encourage and maintain strong 

positive partnerships which we value at our school.  

 

I can help with: financial difficulties/funding, family 

breakdown/separation, illness, bereavement, managing 

your child’s behaviour and emotional needs as well as 

form filling. I can also support you to find the correct 

help for your family’s needs.  

 

We offer an open door policy so please do not hesitate 

to get in touch. 

Audrey Pugh 

Tel: 01932225836        

Email:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk 

 

 Burhill Weekly Coffee Morning  

 

Everyone is welcome: parents, carers, toddlers, 

babies, grandparents and friends 

Please join us for coffee, chat and play every 

Wednesday morning in the Children’s Centre 

9am until 10.30am  

Nursery News 

 

This half term the children in Nursery have been 

considering our key question, ‘How does that 

building stay up?’  The children have engaged in 

various construction and building activities to try 

and test their theories from constructing with 

stickle bricks to using shaving foam as cement with 

blocks. In the picture, the children became 

architects and took a tour of the outside building 

to investigate what helps our school stay up. They 

even had a go at drawing the building they could 

see.  

 

Are you interested in 

becoming a governor at 

Burhill? 

We are looking for a parent 

governor to join our 

dedicated group of 

governors. We are particularly 

interested in someone with a 

background in Finance, HR or 

Health & Safety. If you are 

interested in finding out more 

about the role, please email 

Mrs Adams. 

 

  head@burhill.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Year 1 

Year 1 have enjoyed many drama opportunities so far this half term. In 

Literacy, we have been re-enacting the story of Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears using props and masks to help us as well as having a fantastic 

workshop from West End in schools. This got the children up on their feet 

and involved in improvisation, team building and a whole class freeze 

frame. The children loved joining in with the activities and thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves. We are now awaiting our class trip to Gatton Park at 

the end of March. 

  

mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:head@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
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STEM WEEK 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths 

STEM week provided an amazing opportunity to get back into our learning with a BANG following the 

Christmas break! Each year group explored Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths in a variety of 

different, exciting ways throughout the week. 

 

 

 

Happy Puzzle Company 
All children from Reception to Year 6 
enjoyed a problem solving workshop 
from the Happy Puzzle Company, which 
allowed them to explore different 
problems suitable for all abilities and 
age groups. The children communicated 
and cooperated well in teams, reasoned 
about why some things worked and 
some things didn’t and persevered 
through some  
tricky problems 
 - demonstrating  
many of our 
 Burhill Values.  
 

In Nursery, our key question this half term is ‘How does that building stay up?’, so STEM week tied in very 

nicely. The children used various indoor and outdoor construction materials to build and balance, discovering 

how to effectively get their buildings to stay up! The children especially enjoyed using paper plates, tubes and 

cups to build the tallest towers! We also used puzzles to tap into our problem solving skills. 

Inspired by the excitement 
of STEM week, Reception took a trip to 
The Lookout Discovery Centre where the 
children excitedly explored the different 
zones of hands-on science activities. The 
children delighted at launching a huge 
hot air balloon skyward, sending their 
paper helicopters flying over a wind 
table, building dams in an indoor stream 
and seeing themselves multiplied in a 
room full of mirrors.  
 

 

In Year 1 the children worked together to problem solve with a 
variety of different puzzle activities as part of a workshop. They 
learnt how to work as a team and face the challenges with 
resilience and perseverance. We also conducted a Maths 
investigation, finding all the different ways we could use 5, 6 and 
7 pom poms within a triangle to write different number 
sentences. We experimented, listing all the different ways we 
could find, and then thought more carefully about proving that 
we had found all the possible combinations by using a methodical 
system. 

Year 2 had a cracking time during STEM week, quite literally! 
Humpty Dumpty presented us with a problem - he didn’t want to 
break in the first place! Our task was to design, make and test 
creations for protecting Humpty Dumpty, raising the scientific 
question, “Which material is best for protecting an egg?” The 
children used their knowledge of materials and their properties 
to design a contraption to protect Humpty Dumpty, working 
cooperatively with a partner. There were some fabulous designs 
using different materials, including plastic bags as parachutes. 
The moment of truth arrived!  One by one, each creation was 
dropped from the ceiling. The children were very excited to find 
out which eggs survived! In Literacy, we wrote up our 
investigation, including a prediction, method, observations and 
conclusion. Ask your child what they found out! Overall, an 
‘egg’cellent time was had by all - and as you can tell, lots of egg 
related jokes were shared! 
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STEM WEEK continued 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths 

 

 

 

In Year 3, children brought in the oldest 

item they had at home and together we 

created a class timeline. We then added 

some fossils and explored how these were 

formed from animals or plants that lived 

millions of years ago. Following on from 

this, we learnt about the highly significant 

work of Mary Anning, including her 

discovery of fossils and her contribution to 

the field of palaeontology. Children 

enjoyed using drama to act out aspects of 

her life. 

Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed STEM week and started the week 

by investigating sound, testing how we can create vibrations 

to hear one another. We worked in groups to make cup 

telephones, which we thoroughly enjoyed experimenting with! 

Next, in small teams we solved a variety of challenging 

problems set by the Happy Puzzle Company. Later on in the 

week, we created our own gliding robots (from the text “The 

Wild Robot” by Peter Brown) using string, paper straws and 

beads to create friction to help them glide up and down when 

attached to a door handle! 

Year 5 took part in various activities to 

develop their STEM skills. In Maths, 

children took part in a collaborative 

problem solving challenge. They needed to 

read information on various sets of cards 

and begin by identifying the task. They then 

had to eliminate any cards which contained 

information that was not required to solve 

the problem and use the essential 

information in their calculations to 

complete the task. In Science, we studied 

sycamore seeds and thought about how 

and why they are able to fly. We then 

created our own using paper and a 

paperclip, which allowed us to ask and 

answer a series of questions including: Why 

does the seed spin in a circle? Can you 

make the seed fall faster/slower? What 

would happen if you didn't add the 

paperclip to the bottom? Children were 

then able to create their own sycamore 

seed, modifying the existing design to see if 

they could make it fall faster. 

 
 

An icy chill crept into Year Six during STEM week… floating 

mini icebergs had appeared for inspection and investigation by 

our problem-solving scientists. The concept of global warming 

affecting the melting of the polar ice caps inspired the children 

to observe and analyse the processes involved, and to 

generate ideas for preserving them. 

 

 
 

STEM WORKSHOP 

The Year Six teams started off with an iceberg problem. The 

children quickly realised the importance of sharing ideas and 

strategies, as well as working as a team. The children threw 

themselves into the ensuing challenges: assembling 

continuous roads on a jig-map, solving geometrical puzzles 

and building continuous pipelines to name but a few. 
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School Priorities  
2019 - 2020 

We have a number of priorities. In brief, 
we will focus on the following: 

 Continue to develop our engaging 
curriculum 

 Continue to nurture individuals to 
ensure everyone achieves their very 
best 

 To focus on academic excellence 

 Ensure there is a sufficiently 
challenging curriculum for all pupils 

 Make Wellbeing a priority across the 
school for all pupils and staff 

 
We will also continue to build on our 
sporting opportunities for all children, 
develop our links in the wider 
community and work with other local 
schools to learn from each other.  
 
By implementing all these measures, and 
with your invaluable support, we will 
continue to raise standards and ensure 
every child at Burhill achieves their very 
best.   

 
 

Year 3 

In Year 3 this month, we have loved going back in time to 

begin our ‘Daring Dwellers’ topic to learn about prehistoric 

Britain. After having an excellent drama workshop with 

Michael Shilling -based on the book ‘UG’- we thoroughly 

enjoyed writing our own Stone Age story starters. We had 

a splendid trip to Butser Ancient Farm where we were 

given the chance to learn the ancient arts of spinning, 

jewellery making and cordage. We even got to become 

archaeologists to find out clues about the past! Our trip 

advisor reviews really showed off the super time we had!

 

 

**Reminder to our DBS 

Parents & Volunteers** 

Please remember to sign in and 

out electronically on the console 

at the school office before half 

term in order to keep your 

disclosure valid. 
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Help to protect our environment.  Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to. 

Teacher Clubs Overview: Spring Term 

 

Please contact Mr Whishaw with any queries.  Email: twhishaw@burhill.surrey.sch.uk 

 Club Time Lead Year group Maximum 
capacity 

Monday Football  8.00-8.40 Mr Whishaw  Year 6 20 

Forest school 12.05-12.50 Miss Whittington and Miss Russell Year 2 - 6 20 

Badminton 3.15-4.15 Mr Whishaw  Year 5 and 6 10 

Tuesday Football 8.00-8.40 Mr Whishaw  Year 5  20 

Young voices 3.15-4.15 Mrs Hinsley Year 5 and 6  Invite 
only 

Wednesday Basketball 8.00-8.40 Mr Whishaw  Year 5 and 6 15 

Running 8.00-8.40 Miss Brady and Mr Routley Year 3, 4, 5 
and 6 

40 

Choir 8.00-8.40 Miss Finney and Miss Whittington Year 2 - 6 60 

Hockey 12.30-1.00 Mr Whishaw Year 3 and 4 20 

Thursday Handball 8.00-8.40 Mr Whishaw Year 5 and 6 20 

Netball 8.00-8.40 Miss Flanagan and Miss Leeds Year 3 and 4 16 

Netball 8.00-8.40 Miss Potterell Year 5 and 6 16 

Hockey 12.30-1.00 Mr Whishaw  Year 5 and 6 20 

Tag rugby 3.15-4.15 Miss Hutchison  Year 3, 4, 5 
and 6 

20 

Friday Girls football 8.00-8.40 Mr Whishaw  Year 5 and 6 20 

Maths Club 12.30-1.00 Miss Marshall Year 1  

Chatterbooks 12.30-1.00 Mr Routley Year 5 and 6 20 

 

 

Reception 

 

Teacher Leong from the Yellow Earth Chinese Company gave the children some insight into games children play 

during Chinese New Year. He read  the Chinese New Year story and taught us how to count from one to five as 

well as say what our name is in Mandarin.  As part of our wider learning we practised writing characters as part of 

literacy and numeracy. On Wednesday, parents and children had a wonderful time celebrating the Year of the Rat 

with an oriental tea party accompanied by some dragon dancing. 

 

  

mailto:twhishaw@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

