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Message from Mrs Adams

I wanted to start by saying huge thank you to all of our Burhill families for working with us 
over the last few weeks to try and support our children to manage this uncertain situation. 

This has been a challenging time for all of our Burhill community, including our children, 
parents, staff and governors.  Not one of us has ever experienced something like this before 
and everyone is trying hard to support one another.  I am proud of how quickly the children 

have adapted to the change and this is all thanks to the support of parents.  

As you are aware, Burhill made the decision to close last week due to very few key worker 
families needing childcare provision.  We have been working together with the other local 
schools to support our key worker families.  Burhill will remain closed until further notice 
and our key worker children will be attending Walton Oak with some of our Burhill staff.  I 

am supporting the leadership team at Walton Oak and will continue to review the situation. 

I recognise the impact this is having on our families and we will continue to try hard to 
support each and every one of you. So many of you are trying to juggle work, children of 

different ages and supporting family outside of the home.  The school home learning packs 
are a resource, which you can choose to use, but please do not feel under pressure to 

complete every single task.  We are currently working on the frequency of communication 
with families and will be reviewing this as a team on a weekly basis.  The majority of 
communication from class teachers is via StudyBugs (see link on page 7) and we will 

continue to use email for whole school communication. 

Finally, I just wanted to say a huge thank you to the Burhill team for going above and 
beyond to support our families over the last few weeks.  So many of my staff are also trying 

to manage their own families whilst continuing to look for resources, communicate with 
children, parents and support the local community.  I am so proud to be part of such a 

dedicated and caring team. 

With very best wishes to you all!
Mrs Gemma Adams 



Ollie Heath 

We were delighted to welcome Ollie 
Heath to Burhill over the course of 
Book Week. His music themed 
workshops brought the stories the 
children had been exploring in class to 
life. Each class was able to make music 
and enjoy the rhythms of language as 
reading was celebrated in engaging 
and innovative sessions.

Book Week

Illustrator Visits Reception

Helen Faulkner visited us to show 
us her books which help children 
learn about manners. Dressed as 
book character costumes, the 
children looked on in amazement as 
her drawings developed on the 
page. She kindly gave us a signed 
copy of her book, Uh Oh Milo.

This month we celebrated World Book Day with a week of festivities. We saw 
some wonderfully inventive costumes on our dress up day ranging from an 

Oompa Loompa to a box of Crayons on strike. We thank you all for the effort 
you put in to making this week once again a highlight of the school year. We 

were very lucky to be joined by Ollie Heath, who, in keeping with the theme of 
“Stories from around the World”, provided beats in musically inspired 

workshops to the stories being read in each year group. We were overwhelmed 
by the creativity displayed when making your very own story boxes which 

captured a wide range of stories imaginatively. Mrs Adams and Mrs Webb had a 
very difficult judging task! There were stories outside, round the campfire and 

in a 'cafe' in the hall, as well as teachers swapping classes to read class readers -
a great time to share and enjoy all kinds of books. A big hit with the children 
was the book hamper, packed with story books from around the world, that 
came with juice and biscuits. Thank you for helping make this Book Week 

special, as we came together as a school and celebrated our passion for great 
stories and reading.



Year Six
Year Six were entranced by Ollie 
Heath and his loop machine, 
creating percussion accompanied 
rap. The theme was a book called
Ada’s Violin - the story of the 
recycled orchestra of Paraguay. 
The children were already 
familiar with the story, and with the help of Ollie Heath, they were able to use 
elements of the story to put together a class performance. 

As part of our theme work on the Maya, Year Six received a 
visit from the Chocolate Museum. We learned all about the 
making of chocolate as well as its place in Maya society. As 
we looked at the different stages in the making of chocolate, 
the children were able to taste different elements, such as 
coco nibs, and chocolate with different types of oil in them. 
We learnt that we should always check the percentage of coco butter when we 
buy chocolate. 

Photos of Merlins and Falcons taken on the last day of school before it closed.



Nursery Treasure

Nursery received two treasure 
chests in their final week at school 
and we had no idea where they 
came from! The children made 
some guesses and shared their 
thoughts about what they thought 
might be inside them and who they 
thought they might belong to! We 
then had to say
some magic words 
to get them to open! 
Inside we found 
some interesting 
jewellery that we think may have 
belonged to a King or Queen! We 
enjoyed exploring and describing 
what we found.

Year 4 News
Year 4 really enjoyed book week at the
start of the second half of the Spring
Term. We enjoyed celebrating book
week by dressing up as our favourite
book characters on World Book Day,
as well as taking part in an Ollie Heath
workshop, which combined music and
reading to a beat with a story called
Masha and The Bear. We also enjoyed
finalising our class glockenspiel
performances ready to perform at the
Spring Concert, which we luckily
managed to film just before Burhill
closed! We have also thoroughly
enjoyed studying and finishing our
book ‘The Wild Robot’ this term.
Finally, we loved our Year 4 bikeability
courses. We learnt lots about road
safety as well as developed our riding
skills through taking this short course
on our Burhill playground.

Year 2 Muck, Mess and Mixtures

Year 2 enjoyed practical hands on workshops based on 'sublime science' which 
covered:
 Magic Tricks and Spectacular Experiments -

the children's mouths were left open with 
amazement and they were keen to discuss 
the scientific method too. 

 Sweet Making as a Science Experiment - every
child made sherbet and tasted it, with mixed 
results as well as understanding the chemical 
reactions needed to make it.

 Spectacular Science - Bubbles, Smoke & Flying things - the children learnt all 
about pressure, air and forces.

 Gooey Slime Making - the children made their own slime to take home whilst 
learning all about polymers. That was a big hit!

 Wacky Rockets - setting off a range of rockets, the children learnt about air 
under pressure and the impact it has on force.



Sporting News

During the few weeks in March, we had teams representing Burhill in a tag rugby festival, a Year 
3 mini Olympics event, football matches, netball matches and a Year 3 and 4 sports hall athletics 
event. Our football teams have continued to impress. Our Year 5 team have now played 3 
games, winning 1, losing 1 and drawing 1. They currently sit third in the league with 2 games 
left, so there is still a chance to finish top. The Year 6 team have played 3 of their 5 games and 
have won all 3, putting them top of the league. 
Their remaining games against Grovelands and 
Cleves  will determine whether they win the 
league. Our Year 5 and Year 6 netball teams 
have been completing some league games. The 
Year 6 team is looking very strong, losing only 
one of their 4 games. Year 5, who are very 
new to playing competitive games, have shown 
great team spirit and have won 2 of their 3 games. 
We also had great success in the Year 3 and 4 
sports hall athletics event at Cleves. It was the 
first time this event has been organised for the 
Year 3 and 4 year group with four schools taking part. The children were fantastic and took the 
trophy home, winning by just 2 points.

A number of sporting events have been cancelled due to the school closures, but once we are 
back open again, Mr Whishaw will have a better understanding of events going ahead as we 
look forward to the cricket and athletics seasons.

Year 3 News 

We had a great start to this half term 
with a wonderful book week. We 
really enjoyed our text for this week, 
Masha and the Bear -a Russian Folk 
Tale and especially loved Ollie 
Heath’s music workshop bringing 
Books to Beats! It was lovely seeing 
the children let loose and enjoy 
themselves! As you will see from the 
concert videos, the children in Year 3 
worked extremely hard to learn, 
practise and perfect their playing 
techniques on the tricky recorder. 
Their transformation from first 
picking up the recorder to their 
finalised piece was unbelievable and 
we are incredibly lucky we managed 
to get this filmed on the last day of 
school. We’ve continued learning 
about Prehistoric Britain this half-
term and enjoyed bringing all this 
learning together in PowerPoints as 
part of out ICT learning.

Year 5 trip to Hampton Court Palace
On Friday 13th March, Year 5 enjoyed a
fantastic day out at Hampton Court
Palace as part of our Tudor topic. We
explored King Henry VIII's apartments,
discovering hidden symbols and features
within the Great Hall, studying a replica
of the King's crown and sketching
portraits along the Haunted Gallery. We
also took part in a workshop where our
guide gave us a short tour and explained
how life differed depending on whether
you lived upstairs as part of the King's
court, or downstairs as a servant
(someone had the lovely job of getting
rid of the 'slops'). We even got to see the
kitchens where there was a huge open
fire and a meat spit which someone
would have been in charge of turning all
day long to prepare the King's dinner! It
was great to spend time in the palace
and imagine some of the scenes from
our class book, Treason.



Year 1 News

Year 1 enjoyed a royal visit at the beginning of the term which sparked the 
children's interest in London. We became 'Queen' experts and worked in small 
groups to present what we had found out to the three reception classes. We 
also enjoyed a Hobgoblin Theatre workshop all about The History of Britain; 
the children enjoyed the creative representation and retelling of Britain's 
most memorable events in History and came away with some amazing facts.
Year 1 had a wonderful book week too, dressing up was definitely our 
highlight as well as sharing all the story boxes and of course the marvellous 
Ollie Heath workshop!

Safeguarding Contact Details

If you have any concerns about a child during the school closure, please contact: 
Burhill Primary School DSL: 07495 858443

Burhill Home School Link Worker: 07947 192716

Surrey's Contact Centre: 0300 470 9100 
(out of hours telephone 01483 517898)

Burhill Email: keyworker@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
Chair of Governors: ecarson@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

Wellbeing Ambassadors 

This half term, thirty children in Year 5 were trained as Wellbeing 
Ambassadors by the charity Eikon. The training involved learning 
about the five ways to wellbeing: be active, take notice, connect, 
give and keep learning. They have drawn up an action plan for 
improving wellbeing across the school and will make a start on this 
as soon as we are all back in school.

mailto:keyworker@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:ecarson@burhill.surrey.sch.uk


Please look into this amazing free 

service!

Self-referral, informative workshops, 

individual support.

Tel: 01372 375400 or 07929 024722
info@maryfrancestrust.org.uk

Mary Frances Trust

23 The Crescent

Leatherhead

KT22 8DY 

Our Burhill value for April: 
If you need to contact our 
Home School Link Worker, 
Audrey Pugh, during the 

school closure, please call 
07947 192716

As all schools are now closed, many 
parents are a bit daunted by the 
prospect of home-schooling their 
children. With coding being a 
mandatory part of the curriculum we'd 
like to help educate children during 
this time (and give parents some much 
needed peace!). We are offering these 
resources free of charge (and have 
waived our subscription fees for access 
to our online software Code Camp 
World) for all our partner schools.

Parents will be able to access these 
lesson plans by going 
to www.codecampworld.com and 
entering their details. The resources 
will then be sent to them immediately.

Please look at the following link if you would like to volunteer within the local 
community or need assistance whilst self-isolating: 

https://waltonparish.org.uk/stay-connected

Studybugs

https://studybugs.com/about/parents

Home School Link Worker
apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk

PTA FoBS Website
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk

mailto:info@maryfrancestrust.org.uk
http://www.codecampworld.com/
https://waltonparish.org.uk/stay-connected
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
mailto:apugh@burhill.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


School Priorities 

2019 – 2020
We have a number of priorities. In brief, we 

will focus on the following:

 Continue to develop our engaging 
curriculum

 Continue to nurture individuals to 
ensure everyone achieves their very 
best

 To focus on academic excellence

 Ensure there is a sufficiently 
challenging curriculum for all pupils

 Make Wellbeing a priority across the 
school for all pupils and staff

We will also continue to build on our 
sporting opportunities for all children, 
develop our links in the wider community 
and work with other local schools to learn 
from each other. 

By implementing all these measures, and 
with your invaluable support, we will 
continue to raise standards and ensure 
every child at Burhill achieves their very 
best.  

Letter from Hersham Dental Practice

I have been working at Hersham Dental 
Practice as a dentist for 11 years and I see 
many of your children as patients. 
Unfortunately, during this time at the 
surgery, we have seen a rise in the number 
of children coming to see us from Burhill, 
and surrounding schools, with decay in 
their baby and adult teeth. We are having 
to fill more teeth and also extract badly 
decayed teeth. The cause of this rise in 
decay is sugar. 

I know I talk to many parents about diet 
and the dangers of added sugar in the 
foods that manufacturers sell. Snacks that 
are labelled as “organic” and “healthy” can 
contain a huge amount of sugar and as 
parents, it can be very confusing and 
difficult to understand what should and 
should not be given to your children to eat.

Breakfast cereals are laden with sugar. 
Dried fruit, including raisins, contains 
concentrated fruit sugar which sticks in the 
grooves of the teeth, and sweets after 
school leave sugar sitting on the teeth until 
bedtime.

Your children’s teeth are so important. Let’s 
work together to try to keep 
them healthy and free from 
decay.

Dr Alison Mayell

Spring Concert News

Even though the KS2 Spring Concert could not 

take place this half term, all class performances 

were filmed just before Burhill closed. The 

children worked really hard to perform to the 

best of their abilities with a few children 

missing from each class. The performances 

were all fantastic and the children thoroughly 

enjoyed being caught on camera, even without 

a live audience. We are sharing the links to the 

class performances on the school website so 

that you can watch your child perform with 

their class.



Our School Website

The Parents’ Document Library on our website is a valuable resource and we are 
expanding it all the time. Please keep visiting it.  The page is being updated 
regularly and is where we are storing the following: 
o Contact details
o Letters to parents/carers
o Home Learning Packs
o Links to online learning resources 

together with log-in details
o Weekly assemblies
o Story Time links
o Videos of the KS2 Spring Concerts

Username: parents 
Password: Burhill2020

Story Time with our Teachers
We would like to introduce you to Burhill’s very own YouTube Reading Channel. 
Please check the website each day to access the links to the videos recorded by 
familiar faces from school reading stories for your children to enjoy. We hope this 
will help in keeping your family connected during this turbulent time.

Key Stage 2 Spring Concerts
Sadly we had to cancel our Spring Concert performances this month, however 
one of our parents, James Johnson, kindly came in before we closed and videoed 
each class’s performance for you to see. Please see links to these in the Parents’ 
Document Library.

Weekly Assembly
Mrs Adams will be holding an assembly for the children each Friday on YouTube.  
Please view the videos to see her weekly message.  Links are being sent via 
Studybugs and are also on the website.

Home Learning Gallery
Our teachers have been asking parents and carers to email them with 
photographs of their children learning in all the different ways they are doing so.  
We have created a new page on the website and will upload photographs each 
week chosen by the teachers.  This page is also password protected using the 
same log-in details as our Parent’s Document Library.  Please visit:  
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1655/home-learning-gallery

https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1208/parents-document-library
https://www.burhill.surrey.sch.uk/1655/home-learning-gallery


Zoom Chats
Each week the teachers will be having a Zoom chat with their classes. This will be 

an opportunity for the class to say hello to one another and talk about their 
week. The timetable for these sessions is below. If you have not signed the e-

consent already, please log in to the Scopay website to do so.

Day Time Class

Monday 10am Ducklings

10:30am Cygnets

11am Goslings

Tuesday 11am Nursery

Wednesday 10am Wrens

10:45am Starlings

11:30am Doves

12:30pm Pheasants

1:30pm Partridges

2:30pm Quails

3:30pm Falcons

4:30pm Merlins

Thursday 10am Kingfishers

10.30am Swans/Eagles/Herons

10.45am Owls

1pm Woodpeckers

1:30pm Magpies

2:15pm Ravens

3pm Rooks

IMPORTANT: Notice for Year 6 parents who have accepted a place at 
Three Rivers Academy for their child for September

You should have received an email from Three Rivers Academy asking you to complete 
the Enrolment forms online from 1 April. If you have not received this email, please 

check your Spam box. If you cannot find the email, please visit the Three Rivers Academy 
website where there is a dedicated page for Year 6 to 7 transition: 

Information tab / Admissions / Year 6 to 7 Transition.
This page has links to the online forms and will be a one-stop shop for information. You 

are recommended to read the documents posted there before completing the Enrolment 
forms. The deadline for completion of the online Enrolment forms is Friday 24th April.

If you have any specific queries regarding the enrolment pack, please email 
info@threerivers.thpt.org.uk where your query will be dealt with as quickly as 

possible. Please do not telephone the school, in the present circumstances 
administrative staff are unable to deal with telephone queries.

https://www.scopay.com/login.html
https://www.threeriversacademy.org/Year-6-to-7-Transition-Enrolment
mailto:info@threerivers.thpt.org.uk


Online Learning Resources
Please see the Parents’ Document Library on our website

Core Books: Centre for Literacy in Primary 
Education

https://clpe.org.uk/corebooks

Mathletics: All children have their own logins 
which should be in the back of their planners 
(KS1 & KS2)

https://login.mathletics.com/

Gooseberry Planet: All children have their 
own logins which should be in the back of 
their planners (KS2 only)

https://system.gooseberryplan
et.com/#/student

Bug Club: Bug Club is a finely-levelled reading 
scheme, which allows your child to find 
books at exactly the right level for them. 
There are a number of interactive activities 
and comprehension questions for your child 
to complete.
All children have their own logins for Bug 
Club. Details were sent home to parents. 
Username format is first four letters of first 
name followed by first four letters of 
surname (no space). Password is their class, 
without a capital letter. School code is 'spar'.

https://www.activelearnprimar
y.co.uk/login?c=

Discovery Education: Login for all pupils is 
username: student28786 password: 
espresso

https://www.discoveryeducatio
n.co.uk/what-we-
offer/discovery-education-
espresso

Times Table Rockstars: All children have their 
own logins which should be in the back of 
their planners (KS1 & KS2)

https://play.ttrockstars.com/au
th/school/student

Purple Mash: Login for pupils is linked to year 
group e.g. Username: Year1 Password: Year1
(Change 1 for 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 as appropriate)

https://www.purplemash.com/
sch/burhill

Linguascope: Access to French learning for 
KS2 Click here for Log-in details

https://www.linguascope.com/

Twinkl: Twinkl is currently offering all parents 
access to their resources for free. Setting this 
up is really easy to do - go to 
www.twinkl.co.uk/offer, sign up and enter 
the code UKTWINKLHELPS

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer

https://clpe.org.uk/corebooks
https://login.mathletics.com/
https://system.gooseberryplanet.com/#/student
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c
https://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk/what-we-offer/discovery-education-espresso
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/burhill
https://burhillprimary.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Linguascope-access-for-French-for-parents.pdf?t=1584360803?ts=1584616489
https://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer


Help to protect our environment.  Please don’t print this Newsletter unless you really need to.

Term Dates 2020 – 2021

Autumn Term

Tuesday 1st September &

Wednesday 2nd September 2020

INSET DAYS

Thursday 3rd September 2020 Children in Year 1 – Year 6 return to school

(Individual start dates for Nursery & Reception 

children are to be advised)

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 

2020

Half Term

Monday 2nd November 2020 INSET DAY

Friday 18th December 2020

1.30pm

End of Term

Spring Term

Monday 4th January 2021 First Day of Term

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 

2021

Half Term

Thursday 1st April 2021

1.30pm

End of Term

Summer Term

Monday 19th April 2021 First Day of Term

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 Half Term

Friday 25th June & Monday 28th June 2021 INSET DAYS

Wednesday 21st July 2021

1.30pm

End of Term

✩✩ Parent Governor Election ✩✩

Owing to recent events, unfortunately it has become necessary to 

abandon the current parent governor election process. 

We hope to start the election again in September.  

Thank you for your understanding and support.      


