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Strand Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical geography Geographical fieldwork Geography Map Skills 
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Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk about 
the differences they have seen in 
photos.  
Discuss where Anna lives in the 
world and its location to England. 
 

Discuss routes and locations, 
using words like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’. 
Me and My world- where they 
live and where our chickens 
live?  
Route to the chicken area.  
What is this place like? 

Make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and 
construction kits, such as a city 
with different buildings and a 
park. 
Water- habitats for sea 
creatures 
 
Use a wider range of vocabulary 
linked to seasons  
Daily weather chart 

Develop their sense of 
responsibility and membership 
of a community.  
Who is in my class- who has the 
same colour eyes, skin, hair? 
 
Soil- worm in the mud kitchen 
(Superworm)  
Growing cress 
Looking after the chickens 
 

Understand position through 
words alone with no pointing.  
Small world play with 
minibeasts - What the Ladybird 
heard- positional language. 
 
Describe a familiar route.  
On my way to school I see... 
 

Vocabulary: 
Country, Burhill School, Hersham, place, 
school, world, home 

Vocabulary: 
Route, chickens, forwards, backwards, 
above, under, direction. 

Vocabulary: 
City, building, habitat, rain, snow, frost, 
hail, hot, cold, cloudy. 

Vocabulary: 
Community, teacher, caretaker, Head 
Teacher, firefighter, police officer, 
doctor, dentist.  

Vocabulary: behind, next to, in front of, 
underneath, 

Texts: 
Anna Hibiscus 

Texts: 
Rosie’s walk, Three Billy goats gruff, Jack and 
the beanstalk 

Texts: 
Splash 

Texts: 
Superworm 

Texts: 
What the ladybird heard. 
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Know that there are different countries in the 
world and talk about the differences they have 
seen and experienced in photos.  
Postcards from our travels. 
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 
develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary. 
Comparing town and city life through stories  
Know that there are different countries in the 
world and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos.  
Sharing photos of their holidays. 
Recognise some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries.How New Year is celebrated in China.  
Life in India- Sacred cow, how they celebrate the 
festival of Light, 
What animals are native to India, 
Foods from Indian culture.  
Taste food around the world. 

Know and talk about the 
different factors that support 
their overall health and 
wellbeing: being a safe 
pedestrian. 
How they travel to school. 
Road safety 
 
Recognise some environments 
that are different from the one 
in which they live. 
Farmyards- Food and farming- 
how animals support good 
health.  
 

Talk about members of their 
immediate family and community. 
Images and visits to places of 
Worship-Easter service and 
artefacts from Judaism- Menorah) 
similarities and differences 
between how people celebrate the 
festival of light.  
 
Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world 
around them. 
Forest school 
Exposure to weather changes and 
dressing for the weather.  

Ask questions to find out more. 
Articulate their ideas and thoughts 
in well-formed sentences. 
Explore the natural world around 
them. 
Weekly forest school- woodwork, 
minibeast habitats, building dens 
and shelters.  
Describe what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 
Car and bus survey- how many do 
we see in our immediate 
environment? 
Trips to: Our local library 
Garden centre  
Farm- 

Draw information from a simple 
map. 
Draw a map of the route to the 
chicken area. 
Draw map of route from class 
to forest school, including key 
features, chickens, outdoor 
toilets, playground, bees and 
pond.  
New beginnings- my new school 
and where it is in relation to my 
house.  
 
 
 

Vocabulary: 
India, China, native, town, city. United 
Kingdom, England, London, landmark, 
landscape. 

Vocabulary: 
Traffic lights, zebra crossing, church, 
school, street, house, flat, bog, pond, 
marsh, same, different. 

Vocabulary: 
Locality, neighbour, journey, distance, 
address, terraced, semi-detached, 
bungalow, weather, autumn, winter, 
spring, summer, snow, rain, wind, wet, 
dry, hot, cold, fog, hail, flood, storm. 

Vocabulary:  
Farm, journey, transport, car, bus, lorry, 
motorcycle, bike. 
 

Vocabulary: location, left, right, far, 
near, route, map. 

Texts: 
Handa’s surprise.  

Texts: 
Bog baby, Linked to PSHE – SCARF 
syllabus  

Texts: 
Errol’s garden – high rise flat 

Texts: 
The train ride 
Katie in London 

Texts: 
 



Strand Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
geography 

Geographical fieldwork Geography Map Skills 

Year 1 Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the 4 countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas. 
 
 
 

Identify geographical features 
through studying a small area of 
the United Kingdom (Hersham).  
 

Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom. 
 

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 
 
 

Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks such as The Green, 
church, medical centre, our 
school, shops, the River Mole 
etc. Discuss using directional 
vocabulary 
 
Devise a simple map of Hersham 
to scale. 
Compass directions, North, 
south, east, west (UK). 
Use directional language to 
describe the location features 
and routes on a map. 

Vocabulary: coast, city, sea, port, 
harbour, cliffs, North Sea, Irish Sea, 
English Channel, British Isles, countries, 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff, Belfast, extinct volcano,  

Vocabulary: human and physical feature,  Vocabulary: patterns, typical, heat wave, 
thermometer, temperature, effects, 
forecast. 

Vocabulary: city, town, village, building, 
river, house, shop, office, forest, farm, 
beach, factory, hill, valley, local, 
describe, observe, record, data. 

Vocabulary: map, aerial, perspective, 
The Green, church, medical centre, our 
school, shops, the River Mole, North, 
South, East, West, features. 

Year 2 Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and 5 oceans. 
 
Identify the significance of the 
equator, northern and southern 
hemisphere. 

Identify geographical similarities 
and differences through 
studying human and 
geographical differences of a 
small area of Kenya (Mombasa 
and Hersham).  
 

Identify hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and 
South Poles. 
 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
features (Mombasa and 
Hersham). 
 
Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom, the continents, oceans 
and Kenya. 
 
Devise a simple map and 
construct basic symbols in a key 
(Kenya).  

Vocabulary: ocean, continent, equator, 
north and south hemisphere, Africa, 
Antarctica, Oceania, Europe, North and 
South America, Asia, Arctic Ocean, 
Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Atlantic 
Ocean, Southern Ocean, significance. 

Vocabulary: soil, mountain, settlement, 
climate, travel, landscape, environment 
similarities, differences, contrast, 
compare. 

Vocabulary: North and South Pole, 
vegetation, tundra, desert, colder, 
warmer, hotter.. 

Vocabulary: 
Atlas, globe, key, symbol, locate. 

  



Strand Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
geography 

Geographical fieldwork Geography Map Skills 

Year 3 Name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers) and land-use 
patterns: understand how some 
of these aspects have changed 
over time (Snowdonia).  

Identify geographical features 
through studying a region of the 
United Kingdom (Snowdonia). 
 
 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of rivers, mountains and the 
water cycle. 
Include; rivers have sources, 
channels, tributaries and mouths. 
Rivers receive water from a wide 
areas and flows eventually into a 
lake or the sea. The water flows 
naturally downwards, sometimes 
underground and eventually to the 
sea. 
What processes caused change? 
What are the impacts of the 
changes? 

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record fieldwork 
(River Mole) of the local area 
and use sketch maps to present 
information. 
 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate the United Kingdom and 
its counties. 
 
Use eight points of a compass to 
describe routes: N, S, E, W, SE, 
SW, NE, NW. 
 

Vocabulary: 
Topographical feature, cities, hills, 
mountains, coast, river, lake, county, 
farmland, natural, green urban, built on, 
Liverpool, dock, Irish sea, Birmingham, 
canal, Glasgow, River Clyde, Bristol, River 
Avon, built on, green urban, wealth. 

Vocabulary: 
Snowdonia, national park, significance, 
climate, urban, rural, rainforest, 
highland. 

Vocabulary: 
Rivers, sources, channels, 
tributaries, valley, mountain. 
Evaporation, transportation, 
precipitation, transportation, 
condensation, particles, water 
vapour. 

Vocabulary: 
Measure, land use,  

Vocabulary: 
North east, North west, south east, 
south west. 

Year 4 Name and locate the world’s 
countries, focussing on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia), concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities. 
 
Identify the significance of 
latitude, Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
circle. 

Identify geographical similarities 
and differences through 
studying human and 
geographical differences of a 
region of Europe (Campania, 
Italy and Snowdonia). 
 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
 
Describe and understand types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including 
trade links and distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate Europe and the countries 
and major cities in Europe. 
 
Use 4 figure grid references to 
build knowledge of the wider 
world. 
 

Vocabulary: 
Europe, Alps, Bavarian Alps, Swiss Alps, 
Austrian Alps, Italian Alps, Julian Alps, 
locate, southernmost, northernmost, 
locational language such as scale, 
near/far, latitude, Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn, position, Arctic and Antarctic 
circle. 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Contrast, South Europe, Italy, Trade, 
Borders, Naples, Mount Vesuvius, 
Volcano, Mountains  
Alps, Rivers, Coast, population,  
Mediterranean, Climate  
Landmarks, Language  
Culture Euro  

Vocabulary: 
Volcanoes, tectonic plates magma 
chamber, erupt, surface, ash, mantle, 
Earthquakes, Epicentre, shock wave, 
magnitude (power/ strength), Richter. 

Vocabulary: 
Grid reference, digital, Spain, France, 
Germany, Poland, Ukraine, Russia, 
Finland, Sweden, Netherlands, Austria, 
Slovenia, San Marino, Switzerland, 
borders, 
 



Strand Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical geography Geographical fieldwork Geography Map Skills 

Year 5 Name and locate the world’s 
countries, focussing on North and 
Central America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities. 
 
Identify the significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones, the lines of latitude and 
longitude. 
 
Identify the position of North 
America in relation to the equator, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic circle. 

Identify geographical similarities 
and differences through 
studying human and 
geographical differences of a 
region of North and Central 
America (Cobre Canyon with 
Snowdonia and Campania). 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of climate zones. 
 
Describe and understand types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including 
trade links and distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water of the Cobre Canyon 
region. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and major cities 
in N. & C. America. 
 

Vocabulary: 
North America, Canada, USA, Caribbean, 
Greenland, Central America, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Panama, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Rocky Mountains, 
Greenwich Meridian, Prime, time zones, 
longitude, border. 

Vocabulary: 
Arid, dry, rain, contours, elevation, 
canyon, equatorial, Sierra Madre, 
natural resources 

Vocabulary: 
Tropical, temperate, continental, polar. 

Vocabulary: 
Contour lines, terrain, sea level, land 
use, height of land, Anglicisation of 
westernised maps. Cobre canyon vs 
copper canyon. 

Year 6 Name and locate the world’s 
countries, focussing on South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities. 
 
Identify the position of South 
America in relation to the 
equator, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic circle. 

Identify geographical similarities 
and differences through 
studying human and 
geographical differences of a 
region of South America 
(Amazon with Cobre Canyon, 
Campania and Snowdonia). 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of biomes and 
vegetation belts. 
 
Describe and understand types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including 
trade links and distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water of the Amazon region. 

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record fieldwork 
(biomes and vegetation) of the 
local area and use plans, graphs 
and digital technologies to 
present information. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate Europe and the countries 
and major cities in S. America. 
 
Use 6 figure grid references to 
build knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 
 

Vocabulary: 
Rain forest, Andes,  

Vocabulary: 
Amazon, humidity, temperature, rainfall, 

Vocabulary: 
Biomes, vegetation belts, decline, 
incline, sustainability, indigenous, native 
tribes, species, canopy, understorey, 
forest floor renewable, energy, 
conservation, export, import, 
deforestation. 

Vocabulary: 
Digital technology, survey, record, data 
handling, graphs, charts, results, 
conclusions. 

Vocabulary: 
Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia, 
Peru, Chile, Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, 
Guyana, Paraguay, Suriname, six figure, 

 


