
Burhill Primary School 

History Curriculum 

Curriculum 
Strand 

Chronological 
understanding 

Knowledge and 
understanding of events, 
people and changes in the 
past 

Historical interpretation and 
significance  

Historical enquiry Organisation and 
communication 

Nursery Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history.  
Birthdays 
When they were a baby 
 
Begin to describe a 
sequence of events, real or 
fictional, using words such 
as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
Visual timetable. 
 
Vocabulary: Days of the 
week, this morning, 
afternoon,  

Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history. 
Parents and Grandparents 
 

  Develop their communication 
but may continue to have 
problems with irregular tenses 
and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for 
‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 
 
 
Engage in extended 
conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary. 
Vocabulary introduced within 
traditional stories and fairy tales. 
e.g. once upon a time, cottage, 
woodcutter,  
 

Reception  Comment on images of 
familiar situations 

in the past. 
 
‘Getting to know me’  
Victorian toy box linked to 
story ‘On Sudden Hill’.  

Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past 

Motor cars 
 
Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures 
from the past. 
Christmas story  
Mae Jemison 
 
 

Look at the 
uniform/vehicles/resources 
and jobs of the people who 
help us. How have they 
changed over time? 

Think about the perspectives of 
others. 
Space books and fiction ‘Look 
Up’ and ‘Astro Girl’ 
What Mae Jemison wanted to be 
when she grew up? Link to their 
own aspirations for the future.  

Ask questions to find out more 
and to check they understand 
what has been said to them. 
Special people from our 
community talk to the children 
about their role.  
Children ask questions to learn 
more.  
 
Bedtime routines and sequence 
the order of the day. First, then, 
last.  
 

Learn new vocabulary and use 
new vocabulary in different 
contexts. 

A long time ago 
same/different change people 
lives history artefact 
past/now modern old new 

 
Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity 
with the text, some as exact 
repetition and some in their own 
words. 
Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 
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Year 1 Recognise and use 
everyday terms about the 
passing of time, e.g. today, 
yesterday, a long time ago, 
earlier, later, before, after, 
next, first, and including 
days of the week, weeks, 
months and years 
 
Sequence a few events or 
objects in chronological 
order, e.g. toys from the 
past 

 
 

Show some knowledge and 
understanding of stories about 
the past e.g. by retelling in own 
words e.g., the story of King John 
and Magna Carta 
 
Recognise that their own lives 
are different from the lives of 
people in the past, e.g. how 
children played with different 
toys and accessibility of 
international travel 

 

Begin to understand why events 
being studied are important. 
 
Begin to understand that the 
past can be seen in different 
ways 

 

Ask and answer some simple 
questions about the past using 
provided sources such as 
artefacts, e.g. toys from the past. 

 
 
 

Talk about stories about the past  
 

Year 2 Use common words and 
phrases relating to the 
passing of time including 
use of numbers, e.g. one 
year ago, 10 years after, 5 
months before 
 
Realises that we use dates 
to describe events in time, 
eg: 1666 for the Great Fire 
of London 
 
Arrange events or objects 
in chronological order on a 
simple timeline 
 

Choose and use parts of stories 
and other sources to show 
knowledge and understanding of 
key features of events in the 
past, e.g. using diary entries of 
Samuel Pepys for The Great Fire 
of London 
 
Identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life 
in different periods 

 

Understand why people and 
events being studied are 
important.  
 
Understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in 
which it is represented, e.g. diary 
entries of Samuel Pepys, official 
records, old photographs, 
museum artefacts 

 
Begin to express preferences and 
justify them with evidence / facts 
(eg. Who was the greatest 
explorer?) 
 

Ask and answer historically 
relevant questions.  
 
Use sources provided such as 
pictures, first-hand accounts and 
stories to help answer historical 
questions 

 

Use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms to 
write simple sentences about 
selected appropriate knowledge 
and understanding of history 
I.e. describe the 

causes/consequences of the 

GFOL. 
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Year 3 Develop knowledge of 
world and British history 
on the wider timeline 
including BCE and CE dates 
(expanding timelines to 
reach from the Stone Age 
to modern day).  
 
Begin to understand the 
scale of history (e.g. the 
Bronze Age lasted for 
≈2000 years, but vast 
amounts of change in last 
century.) 
 
Be able to compare 
civilisations with an 
understanding of their 
relative durations. 
 
 

Show knowledge and 
understanding of some of the 
main events, people and 
changes studied, e.g. how lives 
of people changed between the 
Stone Age and Iron Age. 
 
Describe similarities and 
differences within and across 
different periods, e.g. life in 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, and 
Neolithic Britain 
 

Ask and answer questions about 
how and why events and people 
being studied are significant.  
 
Identify some of the different 
ways in which the past is 
represented and interpreted 
e.g. identify how Tutankhamen’s 
tomb and its discovery have 
been represented and 
interpreted 
 
Consider the range of sources 
available when we study 
different historical periods (eg. 
why do we know much more 
about the Romans than the Iron 
Age?) 
 
Express preferences and 
personal responses to topics 
being studied and back-them up 
with evidence / facts. 
 

Ask appropriate historical 
questions, e.g. about a picture, 
artefact or story; after research 
or using sources provided, 
propose some additional 
questions for future 
consideration e.g. how and why 
was Stone Henge created?  
 

 

Communicate knowledge clearly, 
using paragraphs to organise 
ideas around a theme and use 
and spell historical terms 
accurately 
 

 

Year 4 Position a growing range of 
eras and events on a 
timeline (eg. Ancient 
Egypt, Anglo-Saxons, 
Romans, Iron Age, Great 
Fire of London).  
 
Separate out timeline of 
Britain from global events 
and recognise that some 
events are more globally 
important than others. 
 
 

Begin to give a few reasons for, 
and results of, the main events 
and changes, e.g. why the 
Romans left Britain and how the 
Vikings were able to settle in 
Britain 
 
Describe similarities and 
differences within and across 
different periods, e.g. how life 
changed after the Romans left 
Britain 

 

Understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources e.g. by 
comparing accounts of Viking 
raids written by Saxons/ Vikings. 

 
Look at two versions of the same 
events identifying how they are 
similar/different.  

 
Show empathy for people living 
in the past, recognising what 
their lives would have been like 
and how they would have felt. 

 

Use research skills to answer 
questions and give some valid 
reasons to substantiate answers 
e.g. just how great was Alfred 
the Great?  

Produce structured informed 
responses of relevant historical 
information, making appropriate 
use of date. 
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Year 5 Place world history events 
on a timeline using the 
correct dates and labels, 
with an understanding of 
duration between events. 
Consider the intervals on 
your timeline. 
 
Begin to comment on 
trends that happen over 
time. 

Show secure knowledge and 
understanding by being able to 
describe and explain the stories 
of events, people and places, 
within and across the periods of 
British, local and world history 
studied e.g.  How did Elizabeth 
defeat the Spanish Armada? 

 

Recognise that the past is 
represented and interpreted in 
different ways e.g. What can we 
tell about Henry VIII from his 
portraits?  

 
Accept, reject and comment on 
how useful sources are when 
carrying out research.  
 
Recognise that not all sources 
are equally valid, and that some 
evidence may come from 
propaganda or opinion. 

 

Devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, 
similarity, difference and 
significance. e.g. Why did Henry 
really break with Rome? Why is 
the Reformation significant? 

 

Produce structured informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information, making 
appropriate use of dates and 
historical terms which are spelt 
correctly, with ideas linked 
across paragraphs. 

 

Year 6 Have a clear understanding 
of the order of the time 
periods that they have 
studied (covering all units 
from KS1 & KS2).  
 
Comment on trends that 
happen over time.  
 
Annotate a timeline with 
historical terms and facts, 
showing a sense of 
historical scale. 

 

Pick out connections, contrasts 
and trends over time within and 
across different periods e.g. how 
did crime and punishment 
change over time? 
 

 

Draw together and analyse a 
wide range of sources (both 
primary and secondary), sourcing 
these independently where 
appropriate.  
 
Challenge the accuracy, validity 
and usefulness of artefacts, 
texts, photographs, online 
resources etc. when 
investigating historical sources. 
 

Construct informed responses to 
questions about change, cause, 
similarity, difference and 
significance by selecting and 
organising relevant historical 
information from sources 

 

Recall, select, organise and 
communicate historical 
information supported by 
reference to some of the sources 
they have used, to produce 
structured work, making 
appropriate use of dates and 
historical terms 

 
 

 

 


