
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(Self-Regulation, Managing self, and Building Relationships) 

 Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

 Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas 

 Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 

 Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 

 Increasingly regulate their behaviour with appropriate ways of being assertive. 

 Develop increased independence in accessing learning and resources in their immediate environment. 
 
Key vocabulary: celebrations, same, different, church, responsibility, feelings, turn taking.  

 
 

COMMUNICATION and LANGUAGE  
Speaking and Listening 

 Listen to the story of Diwali.  

 Identify key characters from the story. 

 Learn songs and rhymes for the Christmas show 

 Use vocabulary in their play.  

 Engage in conversations about the story.  
Literacy – comprehension, word reading and writing.  

 Develop their phonological awareness so they can hear and identify objects, pictures and words that 
rhyme.  

 Write some letter like shapes. 
 
Key vocabulary: good, light, Diwali, bravery, monkey god, party, celebration 

Expressive Art and Design -Being Imaginative 
 

 Listen to a variety of music, classical, pop, bhangra, instrumental. 

 Move their body and dance in response to music of different tempos. 

 Use streamers to create different movements.  

 Use large paint brushes and tools to make marks representing 
fireworks, applying light and dark colours.  

 Using wax crayons to create different affects. 

 3D modelling to create rockets and children’s own representations.  

 Responding to different kinds of music 

 Using salt dough to create thumb pots.  
 
Key vocabulary: drumming, bhangra, splash, sparkly, twinkle, 
brightest. 

 
 

Burhill Primary School 
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE- Nursery  

Autumn Medium Term Planning:  Seasons and Celebrations 
Learning Objectives: 

 Understand a question or instruction that has two parts 

 Understand ‘why’ questions  

 Develop communication, but may continue to have problems with 
irregular tenses and plurals 

 Start to use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

 Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises 

 Listen with increased attention- recalling vocabulary from books. 

 Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings 

 Remember and sing entire songs (Christmas show) 

 Increased understanding of quantities- 1:1 correspondence. 

 Recognise numerals up to 3. 

 Talk about shapes using some mathematical vocabulary.  
Books to support with theme: 

Elmer 
The story of Christmas 
Diwali 
Hanukkah 
Kippers Birthday 
Kitchen Disco 

Maths  

 Subitise up to 3 objects using dice, counters and objects in games.  

 Recite numbers past 5 

 Say one number for each item in order- recognise the cardinal number 
is the total amount.  

 Use chalks and pens to make lines in representing amounts 

 Compare quantities using language of ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ 

 Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using large and small 
construction equipment.  

 Describe what they can see on a familiar route, first we see, then we 
meet, then we pass the…. 

 Positional language. 
 
 Key vocabulary: how many?, under, beside, on top of, circle, triangle, 
square, corners, straight, stripes, pattern. 
 

 
 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

 Balancing along apparatus. 

 Crawl, walk, hop and jump with increasing control. 

 Choose resources with a purpose in mind- spades to dig holes 

 Use scissors to cut curves and straight lines. 

 Use resources and tools safely e.g. scissors 

 Windy day box; windsock, kites, bags, ribbons. 

 Snip paper with scissors 

 Continue to develop their tripod grip.  

 Be increasingly independent getting dressed with coats, zips, and hats.  
Key vocabulary: crawl, balance, topple, stable, control, 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 
 

 Use vocabulary to describe similarities and differences between how we celebrate different special 
events in our lives.  

 Talk about what we see and hear when the reindeer visit.  

 Look at and describe artefacts which are used in different celebrations- diwa lamps,  

  Discuss the seasons and how the forest has changed over the months.  
Key vocabulary: days of the week, today, tomorrow, now and next, seasons, observation,  

 

 


