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Message from Mrs Adams 

 

I can hardly believe we have 

come to the end of this first 

half term.  I am amazed with 

how quickly all of the children 

have settled.  This is all thanks 

to your continued support from 

home and the hard work and 

dedication from all of the 

staff at Burhill. 

We have started this year 

with a huge focus on wellbeing.  

The children enjoyed a special 

week at the beginning of the 

month to explore different 

ways of embedding wellbeing 

into our school curriculum. We 

have started to talk about 

ideas for wellbeing in  

assemblies, PSHE lessons and 

the Pupil Parliament. 

Our school value for October 

is empathy.  Thinking about 

others has really been the 

start of our journey to embed 

wellbeing at school.    

The leadership team has 

worked hard this half term to 

build links in the wider 

community.  We have organised 

a coffee morning to share 

ideas and expertise to develop 

our already engaging 

curriculum.  We have visited 

other local schools, started to 

plan events for children and 

staff across the cluster and 

have worked closely with our 

new FoBS sustainability group 

to share ideas to improve our 

school environment.  

 

Across the school, the children 

have enjoyed memorable 

learning experiences inside and 

outside of the classroom.  The 

teaching team have planned 

activities to help motivate, 

engage and challenge all 

children.  Please continue to 

read our newsletter to find out 

more about the learning 

experiences the children have 

enjoyed in October. 

I hope you all have a restful 

and peaceful half term. 

     Mrs Gemma Adams  

 

 

Fri 25 Oct 

 

- 3.05pm 

- 3.15pm 

Break up for half term  

 

- Early Years & KS1  

- KS2 

Mon 4 Nov Inset Day 

Wed 6 Nov 

3.30-5pm & 

Thurs 7 Nov 

5-7.30pm 

Parents Consultations 

Fri 8 Nov 

5-7.30pm 
Burhill Fireworks 

Wed 13 Nov 

9am 

Volunteers Coffee 

Morning 

Fri 15 Nov 

Children in Need  

(Wear something 

spotty) 

Wed 20 Nov 

2pm & 6pm 
Y6 SATS Parents 

Briefing 

Thurs 28 Nov 

6pm – 7pm 

Art Exhibition 

More information to 

follow 

Fri 29 Nov 
FoBS Christmas 

decorations up –  

All welcome 

Sat 7 Dec 

11am 
Christmas Fair 

Thurs 12 Dec  

6pm 

KS2 Christingle Service 

at St Peter’s Church 

Fri 13 Dec 
Christmas Dinner & 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Fri 20 Dec 

1.30pm 

Break up for Christmas 

holidays 

  

  

Dates for your 

diary 
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Bee Keepers Wanted! 
Would you be interested in becoming a bee keeper 

and helping to look after our Burhill bees?  We are 

looking for volunteers!  You will be given training and 

would need to attend a course, funded by the school.  

If you are interested and would like further 

information, please email Sandra Rickwood: 

sandyrickwood@gmail.com 

From the Year 3 team 
 

We have had a fantastic first half term in Y3 and 

cannot believe how quickly it has flown by. We are all 

so impressed with how quickly the children have 

settled into their new routines. In maths lessons, we 

have completed lots of fun problem solving linked to 

addition and subtraction. In literacy, we have 

developed our skills in both fiction and non-fiction 

writing. We would like this opportunity to thank you 

for the commitment shown to home learning - we can 

see how hard the children are working and the 

positive impact this is having in lessons. We hope you 

all have a wonderful and restful half term and look 

forward to seeing you in November! 

Year 2 at Windsor Castle 

Year 2 had an excellent trip to Windsor 

Castle. They visited St George's Chapel 

and the State Rooms. There were many 

examples of coats of arms, armour 

(including King Henry VIIII's) to spot as 

well as battlements, arrow slits etc. when 

walking around the castle. The workshop 

'all about castles' involved defending a 

castle using murder holes, battlements 

and arrow slits and trying on mail and 

plate armour helmets. Although the 

queen wasn't in residence, we checked 

the flag pole on the round tower, the day 

really added to our learning on 'towers, 

tunnels and turrets'. 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 

A huge thank you for all your generous donations for 

the harvest festival.  Look at how much you donated!  

This will go a long way to help many local families.   

Thank you! 

 

 
 

mailto:sandyrickwood@gmail.com
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  #Plastic Promise  

Burhill is proud to support the 

Girlguiding #PlasticPromise.  Many of 

our pupils are part of the Hersham 

girlguiding district who have been 

encouraged to make a Plastic Promise 

to highlight environmental issues.  
 

There are five promises to choose 

from:  

1. Start using a reusable water 

bottle 

2. Start using an alternative to 

disposable cutlery 

3. Start using a reusable box or 

reusable wrapping instead of clingfilm 

4. Start using a reusable coffee cup 

5. Stand up and speak out about 

cutting plastic waste - and make big 

brands listen 

We can all make these promises to 

create change. To support our local 

Girlguiding district and to find out 

more information, please see: 

#PlasticPromise  

Caring for our School Environment 
 

Burhill is making great strides to becoming as 

environmentally friendly as possible. 

Activities include: 

 Introducing carts for school trips so the 

children can bring their own water bottles 

and lunch boxes to eliminate single use 

plastic packaging. 

 Improving the apiary area for bees and 

young visitors. 

 For sports days, children now have 

coloured bibs so there is no need for 

parents to buy t-shirts each year. 

 Second hand uniform sales continue to be 

a much appreciated part of our school life. 

 We are increasing the number of compost 

bins and water butts at school. 

 We will be collecting unwanted Christmas 

jumpers and t-shirts. 

 

For more information about all things eco at 

Burhill, please contact: 

charlotteelock@hotmail.com  

Last week in Year 5 

On Friday 18th October, Year 5 went to the Victoria and Albert Museum. When we got there, I think 

everyone has a bit excited so we went to the toilet and discussed some of the rules for the museum. 

After that, we went upstairs and looked at some of William Morris' artwork. We split up into smaller 

groups to look at things together. Then, we went back downstairs to meet our tour guide, Rosie, who told 

us all about The Great Exhibition and all the different inventions there. At the very end of a long tiring 

day, we chilled out in a little room and created our own inventions. It was a lovely day and everyone 

enjoyed it but unfortunately we had to make our way back on the coach to go home. 

            By Sibella Sestito-Overton, Pheasants 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/our-stories-and-news/news/girlguiding-launches-plastic-promise/
mailto:charlotteelock@hotmail.com
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had a fabulous first half term exploring our 'The Place Between' theme. 

We have delved into the world of the circus and created our own circus tops, mechanical 

dragon toys, Matisse 'Le Cirque' themed collages as well as written our own non-

chronological reports about circus acts, read and enjoyed the book 'Leon and the place 

between' and researched the history of the circus using our ICT skills.  

 

During wellbeing week, our very thoughtful children baked some scrumptious biscuits and 

wrote letters to thank our local doctors for all the work they do to help keep the people of 

Hersham and Walton healthy. 

 

 

 

 

    IMPORTANT REMINDER TO ALL PARENTS IN YEAR 6!    
 

THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS THURSDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2019, BUT WE RECOMMEND PARENTS APPLY 
BY FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER, BEFORE THE HALF TERM HOLIDAYS. PARENTS WHO MISS THE DEADLINE REDUCE 

THEIR CHANCES OF GETTING ONE OF THEIR PREFERRED SCHOOLS, SO PLEASE APPLY ONLINE BY VISITING 
SURREYCC.GOV.UK/ADMISSIONS 

Nursery 

There has been plenty of rainfall that has flooded 

our playground this month in Nursery but we 

haven't let the rain stop us! the children selected 

items from the water toy rack and made their own 

fun.  

"There is no such thing as bad weather only 

inappropriate clothing." - Ranulph Fiennes 

 

 

Do join us for our forthcoming Art Exhibition 

Thursday, 28th November from 6pm to 7pm 

The event will feature artwork from  

Nursery through to Year 6 

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions
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Report an absence 

 
https://studybugs.com/about/parents 

 

Book an Appointment 

 
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.

co.uk 

 

After School Club  
Tel: 07948 520897 whilst club is in 

session 

 

PTA FoBS Website 

https://www.friendsofburhillschool.

co.uk 

 

 

Year six have experienced their first round of mock SATs 

which in true WW2 style, they took in their stride. They 

really did keep calm and carry on, showing a positive 

attitude and actually enjoying the challenge of the SATs 

tests. Well done to all.  Personal bests have been noted – 

ready for the challenge of beating them in round two. 

 

The Home Front Bus made a visit to Burhill, enabling our 

year six children to experience life in WW2. They were 

fascinated to learn about rationing, digging for victory as 

well as how to make do and mend. The highlight of the 

visit was in the company of an ARP warden, who led 

them to safety from unexploded bombs, and taught them 

how to identify allied and enemy plane silhouettes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Week 

The children had a fantastic week promoting 

wellbeing. Key Stage Two took part in Sh’bam 

exercise workshops and Key Stage One 

classes each had a yoga session. We also used 

this week to relaunch massage and 

mindfulness as well as thank members of our 

community that help us. 

 

Pupil Parliament 

 

The Pupil Parliament have already been busy this term. They brought 

suggestions from their classes to the first full meeting and have allocated 

these to the different committees. The Curriculum Committee are looking at 

ways to improve resourcing for ICT and Science across the school. They are 

working closely with the teachers who lead both subjects. The Life 

Committee will be leading on Children in Need next month and creating a 

reflection area. The Safety Committee are hoping to raise awareness about 

Road Safety and provide children with ideas for playtimes so that there is no 

rough play. In the Environment Committee meeting, the children focussed on 

litter picking and recycling across the school. 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://www.friendsofburhillschool.co.uk/
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://burhill.parentseveningsystem.co.uk
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DINO DOME 

Year 1 were very fortunate on the 2nd October as we had a 

special visit from the Dino Dome. Mr G captivated the 

children with his fossils and allowed the children to handle 

them and ask questions about what they could see in them.  

To add to the excitement, the children were able to go 

inside the dinosaur dome to experience a virtual reality 

where the children literally felt like they were walking or 

flying with the dinosaurs. Year 1 will be building on this 

knowledge and we eagerly anticipate out Life Long Ago 

workshop in November.  

 

 

School Attendance 

October 97.4% 

School target 97% 

 

Well done everyone! 

Black History Month 

 

October is Black History Month.  

Here is a sample of how we have 

been celebrating around the 

school. 
 

Reception have been looking at 

tradition stories like Handa’s 

Surprise and Fabric from Africa. 

Year 1 have looked at Mo Farah 

using the Mobot poses! 

Year 2 have looked Rosa Parks. 

Here’s some work from Year 4 who 

looked at Lewis Hamilton.  

 

 

Year 6 looked at Black History 

Month in reading comprehension. 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 

    
We are offering our Year 5’s the wonderful 

opportunity to have a French student stay with 

them for a couple of weeks in June. There will 

be a letter going out to parents soon and a 

meeting to explain more at the school on 

Monday, 18th November at 3.15 in the Blue Hall. 

Some students were very excited to learn 

Spanish at our new free Spanish club exclusively 

for year 6s this month. They are working 

towards speaking entirely in Spanish for half an 

hour a week. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=mO2EfRE%2b&id=134B1F9AB2544045D72A0C985EBA5468169478F1&thid=OIP.mO2EfRE-TxiZgZ20kE6aOwHaE7&mediaurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/62/Flag_of_France.png&exph=1333&expw=2000&q=Flag+of+France&simid=608007269067131335&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=mO2EfRE%2b&id=134B1F9AB2544045D72A0C985EBA5468169478F1&thid=OIP.mO2EfRE-TxiZgZ20kE6aOwHaE7&mediaurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/62/Flag_of_France.png&exph=1333&expw=2000&q=Flag+of+France&simid=608007269067131335&selectedIndex=0
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BURHILL FIREWORKS!   
 

FRIDAY 8TH NOVEMBER, 5PM – 7.30PM 

THERE IS LOTS ON OFFER INCLUDING LASER TAG, A LIVE 

BAND, GLITTER FACE PAINTING, HOG ROAST, PIZZA VAN, 2 

BARS, MULLED CIDER AND MUCH MUCH MORE!! ALL 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS SINCE MAN FIRST WALKED ON THE 

MOON! 

TO PURCHASE REDUCED PRICED TICKETS, CLICK HERE  

 
To highlight the importance of keeping pets safe during the 

fireworks, Beech House vets have very kindly agreed to sponsor 

our event. To embed this important message we are launching a 

drawing competition to help raise awareness with the children. 

Flyers will be in book bags, keep an eye out for yours! If your 

child would like to enter, please hand your completed form to 

your class teacher by Wednesday 6th November and we will 

announce the winners on the night! Prizes will be grouped into 

Early years, Key stage 1 and Key stage 2. Good luck!!  

 

Help! We are holding a cake sale at the fireworks event and ask 

everyone to help with the baking please!! Trolleys will be out in 

the morning of the event - 8th November! 

 

 

School Priorities  
2019 - 2020 
We have a number of priorities. In 
brief, we will focus on the 
following: 

 Continue to develop our 
engaging curriculum 

 Continue to nurture individuals 
to ensure everyone achieves 
their very best 

 To focus on academic 
excellence 

 Ensure there is a sufficiently 
challenging curriculum for all 
pupils 

 Make Wellbeing a priority 
across the school for all pupils 
and staff 

 
We will also continue to build on 
our sporting opportunities for all 
children, develop our links in the 
wider community and work with 
other local schools to learn from 
each other.  
 
By implementing all these 
measures, and with your 
invaluable support, we will 
continue to raise standards and 
ensure every child at Burhill 
achieves their very best.   
 
 
 
 

 

We are a school that puts safeguarding our pupils at the heart 

of all we do. On Wednesday, 13th November, we will be 

hosting a coffee morning for all our current DBS checked 

volunteers. Do please join us! Please email Mrs Hinsley for 

more information. 

At Burhill Primary School the health, safety and wellbeing of 

every child is our top priority. We expect all staff, governors and 

volunteers to share this commitment to safeguarding our pupils. 

For more information, please refer to our safeguarding policy on 

our school website. 

 

Reception News 

Have you ever wondered what happens when you fall 

asleep? Our Reception children have been finding out just 

what is in the night sky. This was brought to life as they 

virtually travelled to the moon and back with a visit from a 

mobile planetarium complete with constellations and 

planets.  

Dressed in pyjamas everyone shared their own bedtime 

routines as the classrooms were transformed into cosy dens 

with cosy blankets and excited children ready for a midday 

feast!  

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/burhillprimaryschool

